
Villages cut in two, 
ancient rights of way 
disrupted, pedestrians 

forced onto busy roads or 
muddy fields.  Just some of 
the issues raised by Network 
Rail's proposal to close around 
60 foot crossings in Essex, and 
over 130 in East Anglia.

Network Rail says that it 
wants to close them to reduce 
accidents, improve rail reliability 
and journey times, and cut costs.  
It has embarked on a two-stage 
programme of consultation.  The 
first stage, which ended in mid-
July, consisted of a series of public 
meetings with a questionnaire 
asking about the extent to 
which crossings are used and 
whether respondents agree with 
the proposed diversions.  There 
will be a second round of public 
consultations on the preferred 
options for each crossing in 
August and September.

Representatives of Essex 

Ramblers attended all the 
meetings, and members have 
submitted comments through 
the questionnaires and face-to-
face with officials of Network 
Rail.  Letters were also sent to 
local papers to raise awareness 
and encourage members of 
the public to make their voices 
heard.  We understand that over 
a thousand comments have been 
submitted.

Essex Ramblers believe that 
the risk to walkers on foot 
crossings is much exaggerated. 

Fatalities at crossings have 
been falling over the years, and 
last year reached an all-time low 
of three nationally; a report in 
The Times on 16 July quoted 
a Network Rail spokesperson 
as admitting that the footpath 
crossings were 'not high risk'.  We 
think that diverting pedestrians 
on to dangerous roads poses 
a much higher risk, and that 
the real motive for closures 

is cost savings.  In fact, some 
of the lines where closures are 
proposed carry only two trains 
an hour.  There are no proposals 
for footbridges or subways: 
these would be very acceptable 
alternatives, but clearly Network 
Rail does not want to bear the 
expense.

The problem with the pattern 
of consultation used by Network 
Rail is that it has quickly 
moved from the general to 
the particular.  It rules out all-
out opposition to the principle 
of closures and creates an 
opportunity for Network Rail to 
gather data which suggests that 
local populations have agreed 
individual proposals.

Essex looks like the thin end 
of the wedge: we believe that the 
exercise is a precursor to proceed 
with closures across the country.  
Essex Ramblers are therefore 
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Natural England's Chairman, Andrew Sells, cuts the ribbon. Photo: Robert Peel

Richmond Ramblers arranged for the installation of this memorial bench in 
memory of David and Margaret Sharp who both died in 2015 and were very 
active in the group and the Ramblers nationally.  The engraving on the front 
of the bench reads 'In memory of David and Margaret Sharp who did so much 
to create the Thames Path'.  Appropriately, it is located on the Thames Path in 
Barnes, at one end of the road where they spent most of their later life.

One of the 60 foot crossings in Essex which Network Rail want to close .   Photo: Brian Hayes 

A ceremony atop the White 
Cliffs of Dover on 19 July, 
the hottest day of the year 

so far,  marked a major milestone 
in the progress of the England 
Coast Path around the coast of 
Kent. 

In a marquee adjacent to the 
National Trust's White Cliffs 
Visitor Centre, Andrew Sells, 
Chairman of Natural England, 
addressed a group of invited guests, 
many from the Ramblers, on the 
historical importance of the Kent 
coast in particular and the economic 
benefits of attracting people to walk 
along the coast in general.  

The party then moved to the 

Essex Ramblers 
fear rail crossings 
closure plans

Fitting tribute

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 3

First stretches of coast 
path opened in Kent
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A new edition of the 
official guidebook 
to the Capital 

Ring by Colin Saunders 
has been published by 
Aurum Press.  Two minor 
route improvements are 
highlighted.  They include:
• a more pleasant link with 

Hackney Wick station direct 
from the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park, which avoids 
road crossings;

• a new route from the Royal 
Albert Dock through the 
Royal Quay estate, which 
avoids road crossings at 
Gallions Roundabout.
Walkers should note that, 

although these diversions can 
already be used, they are not 
yet official as this must await 
funding for rearrangement of 
signage.

Colin writes, "I've lost count of the number of times I've walked the 
route, but it must be about a dozen.  I do it every time a new edition is 
requested by the publisher (this new one is the seventh), as well as for 
other purposes such as when I was the route manager, planning and 
installing signage back in the 'Noughties'.  But I still enjoy it and never 
cease to be amazed at the variety of greenery you find along the way.  I 
take no credit for that: the route was designed by Ramblers volunteers 
on behalf of the much missed London Walking Forum."

The book's recommended retail price is £14.99 but it can be bought 
for £8.33 plus £2 post and packing from Colin's website, www.
footlinepress.co.uk, or by sending a cheque for £10.33 to Footline Press, 
35 Gerrards Close, London N14 4RH.

In all the hoo-ha over the 
'Garden Bridge', it's easy to 
miss the fact that there are 

currently two other proposed 
new bridges over the Thames in 
Inner London which have reached 
feasibility or planning status, 
one of which is also facing some 
opposition.  But central London's 
walkers are going to have some 
new ways to cross the Thames 
in a few years' time one way or 
another.

One
The first is the Rotherhithe - Canary 
Wharf Cycling and Pedestrian 
Bridge, somewhat irritatingly being 
called the Sustrans Bike Bridge by 
the organisation behind it, but 
Sustrans is clear it's for pedestrians 
too.  Their research shows the new 
bridge would enable 13,000 clean 
commutes by pedestrians and 
cyclists every day, helping improve 
the air quality of the city.  Compared 
with the large number of bridges in 
west London, there are very few in 
the east, so it will be built where it 
is needed most, in a bridge-free part 
of the city.

Matt Winfield, Sustrans London 
Deputy Director says "A beautifully 
designed bridge will make cycling 
and walking a quick, clean and 
healthy alternative to a busy tube 
train."  Sustrans is campaigning 
to have the bridge built and open 
by 2020 and you can support the 
campaign at http://www.sustrans.
org.uk/bikebridge.

Two
A new pedestrian and cycle bridge 
connecting Nine Elms on the 
south bank with Pimlico on the 
north is proposed as part of the 

redevelopment of the Nine Elms site 
which includes the new US Embassy.  
Described as 'gilded chopsticks' in 
the Guardian, the winning design 
looks absolutely beautiful, but the 
proposal is not popular in Pimlico 
where concerns focus on the loss 
of the Pimlico Gardens green space 
where it is proposed the bridge will 
land.  Whilst some locals feel it is 
too close to the Vauxhall Bridge 
cycle superhighway to be necessary, 
this is a part of the Thames where 
the need for a crossing has long 
been identified, and it is included 
in the London Plan.  A Transport 
for London feasibility study has 
confirmed the case for a pedestrian 
and cycle bridge here, given that 
20,000 homes and 25,000 jobs are 
planned at Nine Elms.  You can find 
out more at http://nineelmslondon.
com/bridge.

Three
And then to the 'Garden Bridge'.  
Still unpopular with the public, but 
enjoying qualified support from the 
new mayor, Sadiq Khan, it looks like 
it will go ahead despite the ongoing 

protests, and is supposedly scheduled 
to open in 2018.  Ramblers main 
objection is to the effect of the bridge 
on the Thames Path National Trail 
- the loss of public space at both 
ends, including the destruction 
of 30 mature trees, the increased 
congestion on the South Bank, and 
the obstruction of the fine views of 
the City from the path.  The bridge's 
proposer, the Garden Bridge Trust 
(http://www.gardenbridge.london) 
says it will be a 'serene, relaxing 
environment where people will fall 
back in love with travelling by foot, 
encouraging more pedestrians in 
London' but there is concern from 
many that the bridge will be a public-
private space with strict rules around 
its use, with restrictions on groups 
of more than eight persons (such as 
Ramblers groups) having to negotiate 
the ability to cross.  The bridge will 
have opening and closing times 
and will be shut for private events 
a number of times a year: it will be 
more like a private park than part of 
London's travel infrastructure.  The 
Inner London Area of the Ramblers 
is formally opposed to the bridge 

The Ramblers Greater London Forum works to promote walking 
and create a more walkable city, bringing together all the 
Ramblers Areas covering London to provide a single voice for 

walkers.  
We successfully campaigned alongside Inner London Ramblers during 

the recent Mayoral elections to ensure walking is firmly on the Mayor's 
agenda and we also work to promote and expand London's unique network 
of walking trails.

Currently we need an Honorary Secretary - a great opportunity for a 
keen volunteer to support this important work.  Any Ramblers member 
based in London can apply - you don't need to be involved with your local 
Area or group.

The work will involve:
• Attending quarterly meetings in central London
• Taking and writing up minutes
• Reporting back to and keeping communications with Ramblers Areas 

and groups
• Some basic administration work supporting the Forum
• Contributing to the meetings and to the Forum's work in other ways if 

you wish.
We estimate the work would be no more than one day a month.
You'll need to have:

• Basic IT/word-processing skills
• Access to a computer, the web and email
• Good writing/communications skills
• Ideally some knowledge of walking in London

If you're interested, please contact the Forum Chair, Tom Berry at 
thomas.berry@btinternet.com

Des de Moor 

clifftop with clear blue skies and 
a fine view of France where Helen 
Ghosh, Director General of the 
National Trust, explained how 
visitors to the trust's countryside, 
including its substantial holding of 
coastal land, vastly outnumber those 
who visit it's houses and consume its 
cream teas.  Andrew Sells then cut 
a red ribbon to mark the opening 
of the sections of the route from 
Camber (just over the border in East 
Sussex) to Ramsgate.  The event 
was the culmination of many years 
of work by Natural England, Kent 
County Council and Ramblers' 
volunteers, especially Kent's Ian 
Wild who originally surveyed 
the whole of Kent's coastline for 

the project in 2010.  Cooperation 
between the three organisations 
on the venture has been a model 
of partnership working which 
continues as we tackle the rest of the 
route from Ramsgate to Gravesend 
and perhaps beyond.

The Kent coastline is one of 
the most varied of any county 
and perhaps the one with the 
richest history.  Some parts, 
especially those along sea walls, are 
accessible to all while others involve 
exhilarating cliff-top tramps.  From 
the wilderness of Dungeness and 
the remoteness of Romney Marsh 
to the splendour of the White Cliffs 
and the well-preserved antiquity of 
Sandwich, there is no shortage of 
interest.

Robert Peel  

Helen Ghosh, Director General of the National Trust, addressing guests.
Photo: Robert Peel

To help promote the newly opened 
route, Kent Ramblers has produced 
a full-colour 80-page Guide to the 
Kent Coast Path (Part 1) with high 
quality maps, detailed directions, 
information about points of interest 
and background material on history, 
geology and geography.  With a 
cover price of £7.50, it is available to 
readers of South East Walker for just 
£5 including postage and we will 
throw in a free copy of our previous 
book Ten Favourite Walks in the 
Kent Countryside.  Either send a 
cheque payable to Kent Ramblers 
to 15 Woodland Way, Petts Wood, 
Orpington, Kent BR5 1NB or 
visit kentramblers.org.uk/books if 
you would prefer to pay by direct 
transfer to our bank account.  All 
profits support the Ramblers' work 
in Kent.

Continued from page 1

Three Thames bridges

Capital Ring revised

Capital Ring - Recreational Path Guide by 
Colin Saunders published by Aurum Press 
(£14.99), ISBN 9781781315699

Help wanted to make 
London a walking city

and has been actively supporting the 
campaign against it, led by Thames 
Central Open Spaces (http://www.
tcos.org.uk).

Looking further into the future, 
and beyond Inner London, Transport 
for London is proposing a total of 
13 new crossings over the Thames, 
mostly in east London, where 
population growth is expected to 
be concentrated.  You can read 

more about the proposed new 
river crossings at https://tfl.gov.
uk/corporate/publications-and-
reports/new-river-crossings-for-
london?cid+new-river-crossings.  

The Port of London Authority 
in its new vision for the tidal 
Thames document, Thames 2035, 
is specifically proposing three further 
crossings to the east of Tower Bridge. 

Clare Wadd

The view from the Millennium Bridge.   Photo: Clare Wadd
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This 'Model Market Garden' has been created in a corner of Marble Hill Park in 
south west London as part of a project to capture the spirit of the many gardens, 
nurseries and orchards which once existed in Middlesex to feed London's expanding 
population.  The Environment Trust project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
and in partnership with English Heritage, has seen a team of volunteers construct 
raised beds and turf the paths. Vegetables grown here include varieties such as 
Kew Blue, a climbing bean, Long Red Surrey, once the most common variety of 
carrot grown in Surrey and the Feltham First pea.  Ten community plots have been 
constructed to allow local people to get involved in the garden.

The Port of London 
Authority is the custodian 
of the tidal Thames and 

July saw the launch of its Thames 
Vision.  This is a 20-year view of 
the river's future, developed with 
stakeholders with the goal of 
making the most of its potential, 
for the benefit of all. And the 
Ramblers was proud to take an 
active role in this process from 
the outset.

The tidal Thames not only sits 
at the centre of a capital city but 
also stretches to the North Sea 
encompassing 95 miles of landscape 
that shapes communities.  Over the 

last couple of generations, as the 
river has been cleaned, it has become 
increasingly valued as a ribbon of 
blue space enjoyed by millions of 
people, sustaining a vibrant marine 
environment for wildlife.

The Thames vision's goals and 
priority actions can be summarised 
under 
• Port of London - more trade, 

more jobs
• Inland freight: more goods off 

road and on to the river
• Passenger transport: more 

journeys
• Sport and recreation: more 

participants

• Environment and heritage: 
improved tidal Thames 
environment

• Community and culture: more 
people enjoying the Thames and 
its banks
I have been involved with the 

project from the beginning and 
was part of a panel addressing the 
recreational aims on the day of the 
launch.  The Thames Path already 
provides a place for walking in 
the heart of the city but with the 
England Coast Path being open soon 
this vision gives us the opportunity 
to join the source to the sea.  A 
very conservative estimate suggests 

the value of people participating in 
sport and recreation on the Thames 
or its towpath, of which walking 
is by far the most popular, is £132 
million a year in health and well-
being benefits.

The full Thames 2035 vision 
doocument can be found at 
ht tp: //w w w.pla .co.u k /a s se t s /
thevisionforthetiodalthames.pdf 
and the Ramblers will continue to 
play an active role in helping the 
Port of London Authority achieve 
its ambitious aims.

Des Garrahan
Chair of the Ramblers Board of 

Trustees

Many members of the 
Ramblers in London 
will be interested 

in attending The Making of 
a National Park City event 
at 6.30pm on Wednesday 21 
September in the Royal Festival 
Hall.  

This is an evening of talks, 
performances and ideas at which 
we are asked to re-imagine 
London's future as a National Park 
City.  The line-up features a wide 
range of speakers and performers 
including comedian Jose Long, 
campaigner Dame Fiona Reynolds 
and national parks director Paul 
Hamblin.  Tickets are available 
from www.southbankcentre.co.uk.

Clare Wadd

Readers able to cast their minds back before the Referendum 
may recall the 800-year celebrations of Magna Carta that took 
place last year.  Like the more recent event it was an important 

milestone in English history and for the authors of the Three Castles 
Path guidebook it served to form the backdrop to the latest edition 
of the 60-mile (96km) long distance path based upon the journeys of 
King John at that time between Windsor and Winchester via Odiham 
Castle.

This is especially evident in the new imagery and six more significant 
short circular walks in the guidebook and now, by taking advantage of 
technology that simply did not exist when the first edition was published 
in 1992, we've been able to support the guidebook for the first time with 
its own dedicated website, www.threecastlespath.uk.

At one time it looked like the guidebook to the Three Castles Path, 
originally published as one 
of the popular Rambling for 
Pleasure series would eventually 
go out of print together with 
the rest of the titles in the 
series.  However, Heron Maps 
has seen the potential for 
the books and plans to bring 
out updated editions.  The 
updating of the other Rambling 
for Pleasure titles is now in 
the capable hands of East 
Berks Group's new Footpath 
Secretary, Steve Gillions (see 
Berks bites on page 7) so future 
generations should be able to 
continue to enjoy the paths in 
and around Berkshire for some 
time yet.

The fully revised edition of 
the guide to the Three Castles 
Path costs £7.99 with free 
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Thames 2035 - the vision 
for the tidal Thames

The making 
of a National 
Park City

New guidebook and website 
for Three Castles Path

delivery.  It can be ordered via www.threecastlespath.uk or, if you are not 
a computer person, from 0121 451 1595.  It is also available from local 
outlets (WH Smith in Reading, for example).

Dave Ramm

opposed in principle to all closures, 
but will also argue against individual 
closures on a case-by-case basis.

We are writing to Essex MPs and 
the county councillor responsible for 
infrastructure to voice our objections.  
Because crossing closures do not just 
affect ramblers, but shoppers, dog 
walkers, and children on their way 
to school, group chairs have been 
encouraged to contact parish and 
district councillors, school governors 
and any other individuals or groups 
whom they think might be affected.

And the Ramblers nationally 
must play an important part.  The 

Ramblers' national website points 
out that 'the Transport and Works 
Act 1990 provides special powers 
to close or divert public paths over 
level crossings.  These provisions are 
weaker in their protection of public 
rights than the standard provisions 
for closure and diversions of paths 
(eg for closure orders).  There is no 
consideration of public use of the 
route, either now or in the future, 
and for diversion orders the tests 
dealing with the suitability of the 
alternative route takes no account 
of its convenience to the public, or 
public enjoyment of the path.'  At 
national level the Ramblers' are 
awaiting 'further consultation on 

new legislation which may change 
the legal process by which level 
crossing closures are achieved.'

Given the wider implications 
of the proposals, and because we 
cannot wait for further national 
consultation, we have asked Central 
Office to launch an immediate 
Judicial Review of Network Rail's 
action.

This is only the first step in 
Network Rail closing all foot 
crossings.  If we fail to stop this now, 
substantial parts of the rights of 
way network will be destroyed.  We 
cannot allow it.

Alan Goffee
Chair, Essex Ramblers

Continued from page 1
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Our stand during a rare quiet moment.   Photo: Barry Ingram

Every two years Bedford 
holds its River Festival 
and when good weather 

arrives people turn out in their 
thousands.  

This year was no different as 
the weather was ideal for the two-
day festival weekend of 16-17 
July.  Volunteers from Ivel Valley 
Walkers and North Beds Ramblers 
came along on Friday evening to 
erect the mini marquee and again 
on Sunday evening to take it down.  

Volunteers staffed the stand 
throughout the weekend and what 
a great weekend it was.  Roger 
McLeod who organised it and was 
there throughout said "What was 
so good about this year was that 
people were coming over to the 
stand to obtain information and 
ask questions about our activities.  

In previous years we had to 
go to people and create that 
interest."  Roger also paid tribute 
to all the volunteers for coming 

along and providing expert 
knowledge in a way that made it 
easy for people to understand.  
Whether the questions were about 
the forthcoming Bedfordshire 
Walking Festival or particular 
walks, the Greensand Challenge 
and other activities.  We don't 
just walk, we get involved with 
footpaths and training, individual 
groups and joining the Ramblers, 
our volunteers were able to provide 
the answers.  

How much of this will translate 
into new walkers and new 
Ramblers members will be seen 
during the rest of the summer 
and during the Bedfordshire 
Walking Festival.  If just a fraction 
of the enthusiasm shown by the 
volunteers has rubbed off it will all 
have been very worthwhile.  

After many years holding 
the AGM on a Saturday, 
this year we are trying 

something new by holding it on 
a Sunday - 27 November - at Old 
Warden Village Hall.

The day will start with arrivals 
and tea/coffee at 10am, followed 
by a walk commencing at 10.30am.  
Lunch will be followed by a speaker 
commencing at 1.15pm and the 
Area AGM will formally start at 
2.30pm.

All officer positions have to be 
elected each year.  At the time of 
writing we require a Secretary, 
Publicity Officer and Membership 

Secretary.  These positions have 
not been filled for some time. 
The positions of Chair, Treasurer 
and Footpath Committee Chair/
Secretary are currently filled 
although it is not known whether 
the current incumbents are willing 
to stand for re-election.

All the roles need some basic 
input, five meetings a year including 
the AGM plus any additional time 
someone is willing to give.  The 
roles of Secretary and Membership 
Secretary would suit a person who 
has been involved in administration 
or similar working role.  Publicity 
Officer requires someone who can 

write and produce articles and press 
releases, someone who may have 
been (or wanted to be) a journalist 
or writer of stories, this role offers 
tremendous scope for the right 
person.

Although we are one of the 
smallest Areas in the country, we do 
have over 900 members so it should 
be possible to fill these roles.  Are 
you willing to put something back 
in return for the enjoyment you 
have had with your group?  If you 
are willing to help please contact me 
at barry.ingram74@btinternet.com.

Barry Ingram 
Area Chair

This annual 
festival is now 
in its eighth 

year and is growing 
and evolving all the 
time.  It is always 
amazing to see so 
many new walks and 
ideas and a credit to 
all those people who 
arrange and lead the 
walks.  

Plus a big thank you 
to all the advertisers 
and Bedford 
Borough and Central 
Bedfordshire councils 
for their continued 
support, along with 
RSPB, the Bedford 
to Bletchley Rail 
Users' Association, 
the Forest of Marston 
Vale, Clophill Heritage 
Trust, Leighton Buzzard P3, Houghton Regis Heritage Society and 
Ampthill Town Council.

This year, people who like to know the area or places they visit, via 
what we term 'interpretive walks', can do so every weekday starting 
with walks at Clophill and Sandy on Monday, followed by Old 
Warden on Tuesday.  On Wednesday morning the two and a half 
hour walk through the industrial past of Leighton-Linslade should be 
enlightening and could be followed by an informative tour of Ampthill 
Park to celebrate the 300th anniversary of Capability Brown's birth. 
Then in the evening join the Houghton Regis Heritage Society's 
Walk.  Thursday has a morning walk looking at developments on 
the Grange Estate which forms part of the Bedford River Valley Park 
project and in the afternoon take in some unusual views of Bedford or 
go to Sandy for the Squires Walk.  On Friday morning you can follow 
in a monk's footsteps at Warden Abbey and then over to Clophill for 
a wild food walk in the afternoon.  If you missed the Ampthill Park 
walk on Wednesday there are Capability Brown celebration walks all 
day starting at 10am.

In addition there is a bird walk, hearing and seeing the early autumn 
migrants, a railway ramble with the Bedford to Bletchley Rail Users' 
Association or take your canine friend on a dog-friendly circular walk 
at Sundon.

Walkers wanting less chat and more walk have plenty of options 
throughout the week with walks ranging from five to 17 miles.  There 
is a Greensand Ridge Challenge of 40 miles over the weekend of 17-18 
September.  All these walks are marked in green in the programme 
and on the web site.

Nordic walking is increasingly popular and there are taster sessions 
in and around Bedford and if you would like to try the new concept of 
Fitness Walking (an alternative to running and jogging, less stress on 
the knees, burns off as much energy and improves your posture) there 
is a session on that too.

Families are encouraged too, starting with the Maps can be fun 
session at Marston Vale Forest Centre on Sunday 11, followed on 
Wednesday by a two-hour leisurely walk for all abilities and suitable 
for motorised scooters and buggies, ideal for parents or grandparents 
and children.  On Saturday take the family on a wildlife challenge 
walk at the RSPB in Sandy.

No walking festival would be complete without a pub walk.  Last 
year the three-pub walk which included lunch was well-supported.  
This year there will be a 'staggering' five-pub walk!

Booking is necessary for some of the walks and events and a 
booking form is included in the programme or can be obtained from 
the website at www.bedswalkfest.co.uk.

Barry Ingram

BEDFORDSHIRE

bulletin

Area AGM moves  
to Sunday

Bedfordshire 
Walking 
Festival
10-18 
September

Ramblers 
reach out
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The group at Pipers with a prospective new member.   Photo: Rosemary Hasker

Ready for the off on the first day's walk. Photo: Mike Shephard

For many years we have made an annual trip to London to 
take part in the Unlock charity walk. This year it took place 
on St George's Day.

The Unlock charity supports projects in deprived inner city areas 
and the walk is one of its biggest fundraisers.  Each year a different 
area of London is chosen.  The charity then contacts local churches 
asking them to be willing to open their doors for the day.  The 
walk is then devised going from church to church.  Most churches 
offer refreshments (either for a fee or donation).  There is also the 
opportunity to donate to the work of each church and Unlock and, of 
course, we have the opportunity to look around each church.  

This year the walk was in the Stratford area of east London, around 
and through the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.  Many of us had last 
seen it during its construction phase, so it was interesting to see how 
it had developed since.

We thoroughly enjoyed seeing parts of London that we might not 
otherwise get to visit.

Stephanie Wilson
North Beds Ramblers

We've enjoyed a variety of walks taking 
in some of our regular destinations like 
Ashridge, Studham and Three Locks and 

enjoyed several forays into the Chilterns visiting 
Wendover, Tring and Old Amersham. 

London features regularly on our programme too and 
we took a pleasant walk from Blackfriars to Parliament 
Hill (and on to West Hampstead for our train home).  
Those of us willing to travel a little further have enjoyed 
walks out of our usual area.  

We visited Henley on Thames during a walk which 
started near Hambleden and took us along the river, 
returning via the weir at Hambleden Lock.  Then a few 
days later we visited Houghton Mill, near Huntingdon, 
for a delightful seven mile walk visiting the villages of 
Hemingford Abbotts and Hemingford Grey as well as 
the market town of St Ives.

As always, we've learnt some interesting facts along 
the way.  At The Lee, near Great Missenden, we 
discovered a property with an unusual addition to 

its gates.  'Pipers' was built in the early 20th century 
for Ivor Stewart-Liberty, heir to Liberty's of London.  
The wooden figurehead of Admiral Lord Howe was 
taken from the navy's last wooden warship when it was 
broken up in 1921; the rest of the wood from the ship 
being used for the mock Tudor extension to Liberty's 
London store.

A number of members attended a special memorial 
event to celebrate the life of Mark West, who died earlier 
in the year.  Mark loved walking, friendship and cakes 
(though not necessarily in that order) and the afternoon 
mirrored those things exactly.  A pleasant walk over 
Warden and Galley hills to the north of Luton, in the 
company of around 40 of Mark's friends was followed 
by afternoon tea with a splendid array of cakes - many 
more than we could (or should) eat.  But of course, we 
gave it our best shot!

Rosemary Hasker
Lea & Icknield Ramblers

The new 'GPS to Maps 
course on Saturday 9 July 
at Rushmere Country 

Park was aimed at familiarising 
participants with their GPSs and 
how to use them in conjunction 
with digital/paper mapping.  

The course was well received and 
after some teething problems with 
the differing operating systems one 
could say that it proved to be of great 
practical service!

The next two training sessions 
are on Sunday 11 September 
at Marston Vale Forest Centre 
during the Bedfordshire Walking 
Festival.  These two and a half 
hour sessions are aimed at those 
wishing to understand more about 
maps and how to use them. 

Each session will start with 
an introduction to the basics of 

how to read a map (where we are, 
where do we want to go and what 
do we find along the way).  After 
that there is an opportunity to 
put these new-found skills into 
practice with a fun walk in the 
park.

The first session, starting at 
10am, is a family session and up 
to two adults and two children 
can join for just £10.  The second 
session is aimed at adults and the 
cost is £5 per person.  Booking 
is essential for both sessions - 
please contact Nick Markham 
at ivwramblers.nm@ntlworld.
com.  Nick is also available to run 
Map Awareness, Walking with a 
Compass and GPS courses.  Please 
contact him if your group or 
organisation is interested. 

Barry Ingram

Thirty six Leighton 
Buzzard Ramblers took 
a four day break at the 

St George Hotel, Harrogate, 
during the last week of April 
when the temperature rarely 
rose above  five degrees and 
added to this were rain, sleet, 
hail and snow.

The first walk was a short 
afternoon one to Harlow Carr 
via Birk Crag on the outward 
route and the beautiful Valley 
Gardens on the return.  Next day 
there were two walks: the first a 
seven mile linear from Pateley 
Bridge to Brinham Rocks via 
Yorke's Folly will be remembered 
for the lunch break on a moor in 

a driving hail storm.  Another 
group tackled the Nidderdale 
Way starting from Ripley and 
walking on the southern loop to 
Pateley Bridge then returning 
on the northern loop back to 
Ripley.  Our first stretch was an 
eight mile walk to Summerbridge 
along the delightful countryside 
surrounding the River Nidd.

The following day there was a 
short walk to Fountains Abbey, 
while the Nidderdale Way group 
walked from Summerbridge to 
Brinham Rocks via Yorke's Folly 
and Pateley Bridge.  After lunch 
it started snowing heavily and 
at Brinham Rocks it was a total 
white out.  By the time the cars 

were reached at least two inches 
of snow had fallen.

On the last day a group of 
walkers explored the Nidd 
Gorge whilst those on the 
Nidderdale Way drove back to 
Brinham Rocks to complete 
the final section back to Ripley.  
Photographs were taken of the 
beautiful snow scenes at the 
spectacular rock formations.

It was a cold start for the drive 
back to Leighton Buzzard in hail, 
rain and snow, but despite the 
winter weather every member 
had a thoroughly good time on 
their spring break in Harrogate.

Mike Shephard
Leighton Buzzard Ramblers

Training 
- a great 
practical 
service

Unlock walk

Hail Harrogate!

Out and 
about with 
Lea & Icknield
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Having received donations of 
over £1,200 for our Donate-a-
Gate scheme, Area Treasurer 

John Esslemont has forwarded £1,000 to 
Jonathan Clark, Strategic Access Officer 
at Buckinghamshire County Council.  
He has put this towards an order for 30 
pedestrian gates and three kissing gates.  
With our group installing gates at a rate 
of close to one a week this will keep us 
busy for some time.

The Buckinghamshire Branch of the 
Campaign to Protect Rural England 
(CPRE) has sponsored two gates and asked 
for them to be installed in Wing.  We have 
liaised with Ascott Estate and the manager 
has requested timber kissing gates which 
we happen to have in stock provided by the 

county council.  Plaques have been designed 
featuring the logos of the Ramblers and 
CPRE.

The north east section of Wing's county 
council promoted Millennium Circular 
Walk has benefited from our installation 
this year of eight gates, removing some really 
dilapidated stiles.  Before and after pictures 
of these improvements are at www.bucks-
wmiddx-ramblers.org.uk/donate-a-gate.

Haddenham U3A Tuesday Walkers 
have sponsored a gate at Keepers Cottage 
in Kingsey which was installed on 20 July 
when several members joined us for an 
impromptu picnic to witness the installation.  
Again a plaque featuring the logos of both 
organisations has been designed.

In Pitchcott, near Oving, on the six-mile 

circular Matthew's Way, we have replaced 
three stiles with gates.  Matthew died just 
before his first birthday in October 1996 
and his father was delighted to hear of our 
work and joined us for the installation of 
the third gate on 13 July.  We will look at 
further improvements to the walk, perhaps 
eventually making it a stile-free one.

Our team has grown to four keen 
members and we now have a N-reg Land 
Rover Discovery to get our trailer and us 
across fields without the risk of getting stuck.  
Doing our bit is enjoyable and rewarding.  
Want to help - maybe set up your own group?  
Contact me at williamjsbpiers@gmail.com

Bill Piers
Coordinator, North Bucks rRIPPLE Group 

(based in Haddenham).

In February we set off on the 
Three Shires Way, which we 
last did in 1998.  It's noticeable 

that walking long distance paths 
are a bit like those old clothes in 
your wardrobe that eventually 
come back into fashion, you can 
reuse them.  

As before we walked it in a series 
of three one-day linear walks, 
which took us to Graffham Water, 
rounded off with a circular walk 
around the Water.  The underfoot 
conditions have vastly improved 
since 1998, thanks to the closing of 
the BOATs over the winter months.  
The first of these walks was a sort 
of pilgrimage, as we visited the trig 
point at Gayhurst that we adopted in 
memory of Bill Oakley, one of the 
founder members of MK Ramblers, 
who died in 1991.  Another 
highlight was having lunch at the 
Santa Rod Raceway, where we sat 
on the mound and were entertained 
with great views of paying members 
of the public testing their cars over 
the quarter mile race track.

During April and May our 
Footpath Secretary, David Reed, 
organised four Wednesday path 
clearing walks of around 10 miles in 
Hanslope parish, an area that has 77 
footpaths and bridleways, for which 
he is responsible.  The idea came 
about when it was mentioned in 
conversation that many years ago, in 
fact it was 1993 (as a memorial walk 
to Bill Oakley, as it was his favourite 
parish) to 1995, we used to have a 
Hanslope Footpaths Day organised 
by John and Geraldine Sweetland, 
where we split into groups and 
covered the whole area, reporting 
any problems.  Then it was back 
to their house for a barbecue.  This 
time the group of six, armed with 
secateurs, loppers, a saw and their 
packed lunches, managed to clear 61 
of the footpaths and bridleways.  No 
mean achievement!

It has been a busy year so far with 
the conclusion of the long distance 
paths that we have been walking 
over the past few years.  The 630-
mile South West Coast Path, 
which we have been walking over 
Easter week since 2011, finished at 
Minehead and from there we moved 
on to Chepstow to spend four days 
on the Wales Coastal Path to the 
Cardiff Barrage.  We completed the 
Great English Walk from Chepstow 
to Berwick-upon-Tweed, which we 
extended to the Scottish border, 
on the spring bank holiday  We 
began this in June 2012 and it 
turned out to be a real adventure.  
Everyone has heard of Wainwright's 

Coast to Coast and wants to do it, 
but afterwards if you want a real 
challenge this is the one to do.  The 
book is 'The Great English Walk' 
by Margaret and Brian Nightingale, 
published in 1997.

Having done the first two sections 
of the Macmillan Cross Britain 
Way, from Boston to Belvoir last 
September, we have now continued 
on to Normanton on Soar.  The 
original plan was to finish it this 
year, but now it will be sometime 
next year before we reach the Welsh 
coast at Barmouth.  This is due to 
the fact that we have also started the 
Lea Valley Walk, doing one section 
a month, which we will definitely 
finish this year.  This has turned out 
to be a surprisingly pleasant route 
with great views and little in the way 
of hills.

On the weekend before Easter, 
the marriage of two of our group 
members, Elaine Crisp and Ian 
Dunford, took place at Parkside 
House, Woughton on the Green.  
As they met whilst walking with the 
group it was not surprising that many 
of the group attended the ceremony 
and reception.  It is not often that 
you see a bride with a rambler in 
shorts (an Ian trademark), rucksack 
and walking pole on a wedding 
cake, an idea that Elaine came up 
with that Ian knew nothing about.  
It was an occasion much enjoyed by 
all, with the added bonus of a 70-
pint barrel of Concrete Cow, a local 
brew.  The knock-on effect meant 
that the numbers on the following 
day's walk on the Wychert Way were 
depleted but reports on how good it 
was have inspired others to walk it 
independently on a later date.

Ian Andrews
Milton Keynes Ramblers

Would the photo below 
tempt you to explore 
the Sussex Downs on 

a group holiday?  Or would you 
need to know which walks were 
planned, who you were walking 
with, what accommodation was 
booked and perhaps what types 
of food could be expected? 

There are many factors 
influencing our choice of group 
holidays but sometimes the 
adventurous amongst us go 
along and take pot luck.  When 
Hillingdon Ramblers took a four-
day break based in Lewes in May 
they hit the jackpot on all counts.  
The town itself is known for its 
Norman castle, old buildings, 
twittens (old alleyways) and weekly 
markets offering a good base to 
explore in the evenings after walks 
- and tempting several walkers to 
extend their stay.

We were fortunate to have 
wonderful weather affording us 
spectacular sea views from the 
undulating Downs and, together 
with coastal walks, they were an 

added bonus for a group based in 
Greater London.  We came across 
orchids and a wide variety of wild 
flowers offering interest for the 
botanists amongst us along our 
varied walks and the sighting of 
beavers was a delight for everyone.

A two hour journey from home 
made Lewes easily accessible for 
everyone and the combination of 
downland and coastal walking 

in sunshine provided us with a 
break that seemed to last much 
longer than the scheduled four 
days.  Perhaps it was the sunshine 
and fresh air which lightened 
our spirits and encouraged the 
convivial banter between everyone 
and prompted the question 'Where 
will we go next?'

Elise Harvey
Hillingdon Ramblers

Members of West London Group are invited to 
the group's annual meeting and Christmas 
social evening on Wednesday 7 December, 

from 7pm at St Andrew's Church Centre, Mount Park 
Road, Ealing, W5.

The venue is near to public transport (Ealing Broadway 
station and local buses) and there is parking at the church.  
Please bring some festive food to share for the Christmas 
finger buffet, so bring something you enjoy.  Tell others 
you are coming to save on your Christmas card postage 

as we exchange cards during the evening.
During the evening you will hear reports covering the 

past year - holidays, walks and footpath work. Come and 
tell us what you think of the new format programme and 
our website (www.westlondonramblers.org.uk).  Please 
do come along and enjoy the evening.  If you would 
like to get involved and want to know more than please 
contact us at westlondongroup@yahoo.co.uk.

Martin Harris
Secretary, West London Group

Elaine and Ian in miniature.  
Photo: Xpressions Studio

Working on a double gate and bridge on the Wing 
Millennium Walk.   Photo: Bill Piers

We looked towards Cuckmere Haven.   Photo: Denise Cherry

News from Bucks, Milton Keynes and West Middlesex

BUCKS
briefs

West London Group 
2016 AGM and social

What makes for a 
good group holiday?

MK Ramblers

North Bucks rRIPPLE goes from strength to strength



  South East Walker  September 2016  7

Thirteen of our members enjoyed a week's 
walking on Jersey from 25 June to 2 July, 
organised by our Treasurer, John Stoves.

We flew from Southampton Airport which we found 
to be small and efficient and not quite so intimidating 
as big airports like Heathrow.  At Jersey we met Angela, 
our walk leader for the week, who kept us in order and 
didn't lose the way once as she led us up and down 
coastal paths, through wonderful wooded valleys 
and along many green lanes, past castles, lighthouses, 
dolmens and several relics of the German occupation.  
We used the expertise of members of our party to 
explain, in layman's terms, the geology of Jersey and the 
history of the many mills found throughout the island.

The weather was good for the first three days but 
we then had showers for the rest of the week.  Our 
accommodation in the Monterey Hotel was excellent 
and we enjoyed super food each day.  It is situated about 
a mile from the bus station where we met each morning 
for a ride to the start of our walk, returning the same 
way each afternoon.  We walked about eight miles every 
day except for a rest day when we were all able to do 
our own thing; some shopped, others visited museums, 

some even went for a walk.  A visit was made by us all to 
the massive La Hogue Bie, one of the oldest buildings in 
the world, built long before the Egyptian pyramids and 
with an entry passage aligned with the equinox.  Our 
trip coincided with the European football championship 
so after dinner many of us retired to watch England lose 
to Iceland and Wales beat Poland.

It was a great way to spend a week and was enjoyed 
by all of us.

Michael Howes
Pang Valley Ramblers

A new edition 
of Rambling 
for Pleasure 

in East Berkshire - 
24 country walks 
around Maidenhead, 
W o k i n g h a m , 
Bracknell and 
Ascot will be 
published on 1 
September following 
extensive rechecking 
of routes and 
details by members 
of East Berks 
Ramblers.  Copies 
can be obtained 
for £7.99 through 
the new publisher, 
Heron Maps (www.
heron maps .c om).  
The ISBN number is 

9781908851239.
The Rambling 

for Pleasure series of 
guidebooks produced 
by Area members 
Dave Ramm and 
David Bounds, have 
all sold well since 
publication.  Dave 
generously bequeathed 
the copyright income 
from the guides to East 
Berks Ramblers who 
use the money to fund 
a stile replacement 
programme and other 
improvements to the 
footpath network.

Later in the year 
we plan to publish 
an updated edition of 
Rambling for Pleasure 

Along the Thames, 
describing 24 short 
walks between 
Runnymede and 
Sonning.  We still have 
copies of both the first 
and second series of 
Rambling for Pleasure 
Around Reading and 
revision dates have not 
yet been set.  Copies 
of the 1997 Kennet 
Valley and Watership 
Down guidebook 
in the series are also 
still available though 
we have no plans to 
reprint the title when 
stocks run out.

Steve Gillions
Footpath Secretary, 

East Berks Ramblers

There was much celebration on 1 July when our valiant gate 
installation team installed its 250th gate.  

On this occasion the team consisted of pivotal member Colin 
Honeybone, our Chair Graham Smith, Chris Reynolds and Brian Atkins.  
At least the weather was kinder to us than it was for the 200th gate 
installation two years ago.  One new gate every fortnight is a phenomenal 
record so many thanks to all concerned on behalf of all walkers, whether 
ramblers, dog walkers or casual strollers.

To help celebrate the occasion, a group of members set off from Bradfield 
for a five-mile walk timed to reach the new gate as work was nearing 
completion.  Following 
a photo session everyone 
repaired to a local hostelry 
for lunch and celebration 
cake.

Apologies to Carol 
Andrews whom I 
misnamed last time.  Also, 
the group's anniversary 
next year will be our 50th, 
not 25th.

Denise Buchan
West Berks Ramblers

What do Exmoor, the 
Quantocks, Somerset 
Levels, Hinkley Point 

nuclear power station and 
Glastonbury Tor have in common?  
Well, as 26 Aylesbury & District 
Ramblers who joined the group's 
holiday from 18 - 22 April found, 
they can all be seen on a clear 
day from the Mendip Hills above 
Wookey Hole. 

For many this was the highlight 
of the holiday as the sun shone and 
the air cleared whilst exploring 
this delightful corner of Somerset.  
Organised for the fourth year in a row 
by Maurice Crump, the group also 
found time to explore the Chew and 
Yeo valleys, Oakhill and Maesbury 
Castle above Shepton Mallet.  
Drawing on the expert knowledge 
within the group, we also managed to 
find wonderful pubs with great local 
beer and, perhaps more importantly, 
the local cider.

Following our rendezvous at the 
hotel on Monday evening, the group 
set off on Tuesday morning for a 
seven mile walk, including a pub 
stop midway, around Chew Valley 
Lake with its abundance of wildlife 
and spectacular views over the Chew 
valley.

On Wednesday, we headed to 
Wells and selected a six mile walk 
to Ebbor Gorge, a climb of 1,000 
feet above Wells, providing views 

of this lovely city, cathedral and 
Glastonbury Tor.  The return leg 
took us through Wookey Hole 
and another chance to sample the 
local brews.  On returning to Wells 
preparations were in full swing for 
the Queen's birthday celebrations, 
especially in Queen Street!

Thursday morning was a bit 
cooler as we set off to Oakhill and 
Maesbury Castle for a seven and 
a half mile walk across fields to an 
ancient hillfort, a climb of 750 feet.  
This walk provided more splendid 
views over Avalon and Glastonbury 
and the Somerset Levels.  Local ales 
and cider were available in Oakhill 
village. The quiet lanes and paths, 
the profusion of early spring flowers 
together with stunning views had 
added enormously to the group's 
enjoyment of this delightfully varied 
area.

Our final walk on Friday saw 
a depleted group of 15 head 
towards Westbury on route back 

to Buckinghamshire.  The drizzle 
did not dampen spirits as the group 
set off on a seven mile downland 
walk towards the famous White 
Horse.  This was seen at its best as 
some volunteers had cleaned the 
White Horse a few days earlier in 
preparation for the Queen's birthday.  

It was not only our legs that were 
stretched on this holiday.  After 
a good and convivial dinner each 
evening we got together to tackle a 
selection of quizzes and puzzles that 
not only stretched the mind and 
memory but delivered hours of fun 
and enjoyment.  Many thanks to 
Maurice for leading the walks and to 
those who took the time to prepare 
for the evening entertainment.

If you or your group is looking for 
a new area to walk, we recommend 
contacting Bath and West Country 
Walks who provided the self walk 
guides.

Peter Spinks
Aylesbury & District Ramblers 

Chiltern Weekend 
Walkers did their 
patriotic duty 

with a series of walks 
throughout May and June 
to celebrate the Queen's 
90th birthday.

Mary started off 
proceedings with a joint 
walk with London's Capital 
Walkers encompassing five 
Royal Parks in London.  
Starting from Regent's Park 
we took in Queen Mary's 
Gardens before heading 
off to Hyde Park and then 
on to Kensington Gardens 
for a picnic lunch by the 
Princess Diana memorial 
fountain.  A short walk through Green Park took us to Buckingham Palace 
before our final park, St James's.  Mary did an excellent job herding the 
walkers safely through the busy London traffic.  It was amazing to be 
walking through such a green oasis in the centre of the city never far from 
noisy traffic.

Alan organised a walk through Windsor Great Park visiting some of 
the lesser-known monuments and areas of the park including the Queen 
Elizabeth II monument, the village, Queen Anne's Ride and Bear's Rails 
Pond but also the best-known monument, the Copper Horse.

Chris led a midweek walk along the Queen's Walkway in Windsor, officially 
opened on the Queen's 90th birthday.  At 6.373 km long, it commemorates 
the time she became Britain's longest serving monarch.  This urban trail 
took us past 63 sights, one for each year of the Queen's reign.  We discovered 
quite a few things we had not noticed before; a copy of the death warrant 
for Charles I on a pub wall, England's only blue post box, and an almshouse 
founded by one Joseph Chariott.  When he died in 1848, substantial sums 
of money were found in his house, as he did not feel the banks were to be 
trusted.  Looks like nothing has changed!

Sandra Rooney, Mary Moore, Alan Shiell and Chris Parsons
Chiltern Weekend Walkers

The group in Somerset.   Photo: Stephen O'Shea

Walkers, thankful to have made it safely across the 
busy roads at Marble Arch, took a break beside the 
bronze sculpture of a horse's head, 'Still Water'. 

Photo: Mary Moore

What's rain to experienced walkers?  Photo: Michael Howes

On Her Majesty's ServiceThe Mendips revisited

BERKSHIRE
bites

Rambling for Pleasure

West Berks' 250th gate 

Pang Valley visit Jersey

East Berks in the Cotswolds

Thirty eight members of East 
Berks Group enjoyed a four-
night break at HF Holidays' 

Harrington House in Bourton-on-
the-Water at the end of April.  

Each day, after a hearty breakfast, 
our HF guides Nick, Nadine and 
Helen organised three walks of 
between four and 11 miles, with 

ascents of 300 - 1,200 feet.  These 
included the Windrush Valley to 
the beautiful villages of Upper and 
Lower Slaughter, climbing to the 
Broadway Tower, visiting Stow-on-
the-Wold, Chipping Campden, and 
Hidcote Manor.

The finale was a competition 
set by our leaders to build a small 

boat from salvaged materials to be 
launched before dinner on our last 
evening for a race between two of the 
bridges on the Windrush near the 
hotel.  Launching the boats into the 
fast-flowing river was quite a task but 
a fitting end to a memorable holiday.

Eileen Dorney
East Berks Ramblers The 250th gate is to the right of the stile
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Opened quietly in May last year, The Line is London's 
first dedicated modern and contemporary art 
walk.  It runs between the Dome (O2) at North 

Greenwich and Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, broadly 
following waterways and the line of the Meridian.

Whilst conceived as a complete walk, taking around three 
hours to complete, and only three miles as the crow flies, The 
Line falls into three distinct sections, connected by the cable 
car over the Thames and the DLR.

The first section involves walking all the way round the Dome, 
where longstanding sculptures such as Anthony Gormley's 
Quantum Cloud have been added to with new works.

The cable car over to Royal Victoria Dock is always a thrill, 
and we were lucky enough to be walking The Line on a bright 
summer's day, so the views really were spectacular.

At Royal Victoria Dock there are three works, all very close 
together, and include Vulcan, one of the last works by Eduardo 
Paolozzi, perhaps best known in London for the murals at 
Tottenham Court Road station.

The recommendation is to get the DLR from Royal Victoria 
to Star Lane where the trail picks up again, but we walked the 
mile through the backstreets of Canning Town, taking the 
subway under the A13 between Bothwell Close and Beckton 
Road.

Cody Dock was new to me, a hidden gem on Bow Creek and 
the River Lea that I hadn't been to before.  Revived by a drink 
at the cafe there, we headed north to 
Three Mills, taking in a Damian Hirst 
and then a beautiful DNA double 
helix made out of shopping trolleys 
by Abigail Fallis, which speaks to the 
way commercialisation has entered 
our genes.  We had to zigzag a bit at 
Twelvetrees Crescent to get on to the 
Lea towpath but this deviation will 
be made unnecessary by the new 
Twelvetrees Ramp.  

We walked on to get to Three 
Mills, where the final sculpture is 
of a modern-day man with a mobile 
phone.  The smart money's on ending 
at Pudding Mill Lane, because, as we 
discovered, it's a bit of a trudge up the 
High Road to Stratford from here.

Whilst there are plenty of signposts, 
the trail didn't feel that easy to follow 
and, without ready access to the 
internet, it's hard to be sure you're not 
missing any of the art when you're 
walking, so take a printout of the map 
off their website www.the-line.org.  I 
was really excited to discover some new 
bits of London in an area I thought I 
knew really well, and the advantage of 
any lack of consistency in the art was 
that there is probably something to suit 
all tastes.

Clare Wadd
Enjoying the picnic.     Photo: Jack Yan

A marker for The Line.

Thomas J Price's nine feet high bronze sculpture, 'Network', stands on Three Mills 
Green.

'Bullet from a Shooting Star' by Alex Chinneck, installed 
by the Dome last year London's Design Festival.   
Photo: Clare Wadd

The new link from the Lea towpath to Twelvetrees Crescent.

In May a group of 15 
members from North West 
Kent Ramblers travelled to 

the Lake District for a week of 
walking based at the HF house 
at Monk Coniston. 

There was a choice of three 
walks each day covering all our 
levels of walking ability and we 
visited areas such as Grasmere and 
the Langdale Valley.  

Climbs included Helm Crag, 
Easedale Tarn, Calf Crag and, of 
course, the Old Man of Coniston 
in beautiful weather - probably 
the only place in the UK where it 

wasn't raining!  There were great 
views on every walk and the tea 
shops and hostelries at the end of 
the day were always a welcome 
sight.  On our day off there 
were opportunities to visit Hill 
Top, once the home of Beatrix 
Potter, the surrounding area and 
Ambleside for some retail therapy. 

Our accommodation at Monk 
Coniston was excellent and many 
thanks go to Maureen Carroll 
who organised this very successful 
holiday.

Carole Flowerday
North West Kent Ramblers

This year saw our third annual group walk and picnic, which 
was held on 8 June at the Girlguiding Campsite at Cudham 
Shaws near Downe.  

Again, we had three walks - a short walk led by Maureen Carroll, a 
medium walk led by Mike Hickie and an amble led by Stuart Booth.  
We had a staggered start, the longer walk leading off first, followed by 
the other two, and all returned to the site around 1pm, some stopping 
off at the Blacksmith's Arms to quench their thirsts!  

Many thanks to Maureen, Mike and Stuart for leading.  The weather 
was good to us and we were able to enjoy a picnic in the sunshine.  
Around 60 members joined in the day, most to walk and some long-
standing members who no longer walk coming to the picnic and/or tea 
to catch up with old friends. 

Refreshments were provided by the warden and thanks to everyone 
who made donations.  It was another successful day and the event is 
now firmly fixed in our calendar.

Carole Flowerday
North West Kent Ramblers

A new link for walkers and cyclists over the River Lea near Bow 
Locks in east London was due to be completed in August.  
Called the 'Twelvetrees Ramp'  it links the existing towpath 

route from the Lea to the Limehouse Cut with the eastern riverside 
walk along the tidal Lea to Cody Dock. 

It forms part of the long overdue first phase in the creation of a Lea River 
Park which will open the route from Stratford High Street to Cody Dock 
and over the next three years create the Leaway, a continuous walking and 
cycling route from the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park to the Thames and 
Royal Docks, linking Three Mills, with Bow Ecology Park and East India 
Dock Basin.  

The project is being led by the London Legacy Development Corporation 
and the boroughs of Newham and Tower Hamlets.  

For walkers the new link will provide a more direct route from the 
towpath of the Lea to Twelvetrees Crescent and form a part of The Line, 
the 'art walk' opened in 2015 from the O2 in Greenwich to Stratford.

New link 
opens at Bow

I walk The Line

Annual picnic

Lakeland visit

The group in the grounds of Monk Coniston.   Photo: Jack Yan
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Off-road vehicles using 
Byways Open to All 
Traffic (BOATs) are 

causing difficulties for walkers 
nationwide.  These byways are 
ancient roads that have never 
been topped with tarmac, often 
because they have not been used 
heavily enough by motorised 
vehicles to warrant surfacing 
or because alternative routes 
have made them surplus to 
requirements.  Legally they are 
carriageways over which footpath 
and bridleway rights exist and 
a right to pass in or on a taxed 
and insured vehicle.  Until recent 
years, most of these byways were 
used in the same way as footpaths 
and bridleways.

With the massive increase in the 
popularity of scramble bikes, quad 
bikes and heavy 4x4 vehicles their 
owners use their legal entitlement 
to drive on BOATs, sometimes in 
large numbers (30 - 40 vehicles) 
at a time when the surface of the 
byway is wet and muddy.  These 
drivers are seeking the thrill of 
testing their driving skills in the 
most demanding conditions.  Many 
vehicles have raised exhaust pipes 
and are fitted with winches to 
help drag them out when stuck.  
The riders/drivers often wear 
head cameras to record their visit 
and post videos on the  internet.  
The resulting surface damage to 
the  byway renders it impossible for 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders 
to use them without serious risk of 
injury.    

Local authorities can issue a 
temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
for the more serious cases but there 
are a number of procedures to carry 
out before an Order can be issued.  
Orders last for six months and 
extending them further requires 

sanction from the Secretary of 
State.

Driving on a BOAT closed 
under a Traffic Regulation Order 
is an offence but Kent Police 
have had little success in securing 
prosecutions.  The police are wary 
of bringing a prosecution unless 
there is strong evidence to prove that 
the person they have apprehended 
is personally responsible for the 
damage.  Catching them in action 
is difficult and these people can 
be threatening and abusive to 
landowners and members of the 
public who approach them.

Most BOATS in Kent require re-
surfacing but the cost of  this would 
run into many millions of pounds, 
the repaired surfaces would still 
be vulnerable to off-road vehicles 
and the cost of repairs would be 
ongoing.

Kent Highways, which funds 
Kent's public rights of way, has 
announced an £11 million shortfall 
in funding.  The local transport 
plan for Highways is under 
pressure.  The public rights of way 
budget for 2017 will be reduced to 
£419,000.  It will take 12 years to 
re-surface byways.

The most popular solution 
is to have the status of BOATs 
downgraded to Restricted Byway 
and to ban traffic from unclassified 
roads with an unsealed surface.  
Farmers and those with an essential 
need to drive on BOATs would be 
granted access by special permit.  
To do this would require a change 
in the law and this would take a 
great deal of lobbying of MPs and 
the Secretary of State.

The Under Secretary of State 
has told me that the government 
would like the issue to be dealt 
with locally.  They consider that 
local authorities have the powers to 
achieve this.  MPs also claim this 
when replying to those who have 
lobbied them.  Dover MP Charlie 
Elphicke is the only one who has 
given his support.  The problem is 
that local authorities do have the 
powers but are so under-resourced 
that they are unable to use them.  
If the government is unwilling to 
change the law on BOATs it must 
give local authorities the resources 
to be able to use their powers.

Averil Brice
Kent Ramblers Public Rights of 

Way Manager

Many readers will remember this scene which featured in a previous issue.  The photo was taken in November 2014 on a section 
of the North Downs Way near Dover after serious damage had occurred after excessive use by recreational off-road vehicles.  
Kent County Council put a temporary traffic regulation order on the route in 2015, closing it to all users whilst drainage and 
surface repair works were carried out, funded jointly by Natural England. 

The route is now open again with a surface made of hydraulically-bound aggregate. 

A man from the Tunbridge Wells area responded to my 'Path 
workers needed' appeal in the June issue.  Unfortunately 
a home computer disaster wiped his message and I'd be 
most grateful if he would contact me again please.

Averil Brice
averilbrice@icloud.com

This year's event will 
take place in Lenham 
Community Centre on 

Saturday 15 October.  Coffee and 
tea will be served from 10am.  

The meeting will commence at 
10.30am with a presentation by 
Kent County Council to explain 
the planning process and how to 
identify proposals that involve 
public rights of way.  This will 
be very useful to new officers and 
will give an opportunity for them 
and the seasoned officers to raise 
questions.

Kent County Council will also 
make a presentation on the history 
of the Ordnance Survey map 
and map reading.  David Munn, 
Public Rights of Way Manager for 
West Kent, delivers this in a very 
entertaining manner.  The full 

agenda has yet to be finalised.  It 
will be based on being informative, 
relaxed and sociable.

The day is designed for officers, 
across the county, to get the 
opportunity to meet each other and 
pose questions and offer suggestions 
that could benefit their valuable 
work and the work of our public 
rights of way volunteers in general.  
A complimentary lunch will be 
served and the event is planned to 
end at 4pm.

Anybody with an interest 
in public rights of way and 
those interested in becoming a 
volunteer will be very welcome to 
attend.  Booking is essential.  For 
more information contact me at 
averilbrice@icloud.com, 01303 
892252 or mobile 07815 617307.

Averil Brice

For 21 
y e a r s , 
the Kent 

M e s s e n g e r 
C h a r i t a b l e 
Trust has run 
an annual 
charity walk as 
a core element 
in a wider 
programme of 
events.  The 
events are 
designed to 
raise money 
for the trust's long-term projects, which include the promotion of 
walking amongst schoolchildren.  Equally important, they provide 
opportunities for individual members of the public to raise funds for 
their own favourite charities through sponsored participation.

Maidstone Ramblers began their involvement in 2011, when they were 
approached by the KM Trust for assistance in planning a five-mile and a 
10-mile charity walk through the local countryside.  Our Chairman Del 
Cook explained, "It began as simply helping with the planning of the route.  
But we soon saw that as Ramblers, there was a great deal more expertise 
and resources that we could offer.  We took responsibility for the route 
signing, creating a schedule of over 80 signs and installing them along the 
two routes on the day before the walk. Throughout the two weeks leading 
up to the walk we deployed our path clearance teams to ensure the routes 
were suitable for the arrival of hundreds of walkers, many inexperienced 
in country walking.  Finally, on the day itself we provided almost all of 
the walk marshals, all distributed according to the plan we had drawn up 
for the KM Trust.  It's both an excellent cause and a good way to raise our 
profile amongst our own community."

This year's event, on Sunday 26 June,  was our third time as partners, 
and with over 300 walkers taking part and almost £20,000 raised for good 
causes such as Kent Air Ambulance, Hospice for the Weald and Cancer 
Research, it was yet again a great success.

Ray Golland
Publicity Officer, Maidstone Ramblers

KENT
calling

The problem of BOATs

A successful 
partnership

Rights of Way 
officers annual 
convention

Lost contact

Some of the marshals at the membership stand at the walk 
finish.  Group Chairman Del is on the far right with thumb up.  

Photo: KM Charity Team
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London's walking group 
aimed at people in their 
20s and 30s has been 

phenomenally successful over the 
last 15 years, and continues to go 
from strength to strength.  The 
group currently offers six walks 
a week from short evening strolls 
in central London to 20+ mile fast 
hikes which could be anywhere 
in the countryside accessible by 
public transport from London.

As well as a full and varied walks 
programme, Metropolitan Walkers 
also offers a variety of weekends 
away, generally around one each 
month, as well as a packed social 
programme, including theatre trips, 
meals out, concerts and a regular pub 
night.  The group prides itself on its 
welcoming nature and sociability, 
with many who move to London to 
take up jobs but without knowing 
many people here having used it to 
make friends and find a social life.

There is frequent competition to 
get on the committee of this vibrant 
group, which is well integrated with 
the rest of Ramblers and whose 
former committee members have 

gone on to join the committee of 
Inner London Area.  Many too 
fulfil various national roles within 
Ramblers - the national Honorary 
Treasurer, Alex Mannings, is a former 
Chair of Metropolitan Walkers and 
the national Chair, Des Garrahan, 
was a founder member of the group.

As you would expect from a 
younger group, Metropolitan 
Walkers has a strong social media 

presence with over a thousand 
Twitter followers and a vibrant 
Facebook group for members.  It 
has a strong web presence reaching 
out to prospective new members, 
and stopped producing paper 
programmes around a decade ago.

Contact them @Metwalkers, 
metropolitan-walkers.org.uk.

Clare Wadd
Area Publicity Officer

Striding out along the Thames Path on the anniversary walk.   Photo: Yuko Uchida

On a dryish weekend in 
June, the Metropolitan 
Walkers held their 

second, long-awaited, and not-
to-be-missed, summer ball 
weekender.  Curated by the 
fabulous and uber-glamorous 
Met Walker, Catherine Boorer, 
the weekend again, over-
delivered guests' expectations.

This year the ball was held in 
Farnham, a busy Surrey historic 
town, which has plenty of pubs 
and dog grooming parlours, a 
totally awesome castle to visit, 
along with the ruins of Waverley 
Abbey where lies the grave of 
William Cobbett, an important 
19th century radical, and Mother 
Ludlam's Cave (spring in a white 
witches' cave).

The weekend kicked off with 
an ice-breaker Friday meal in 
a local pub, where we blew off 
steam from a hard working week, 
outdoors, with a decent ale and 
jenga, or indoors, with prosecco 
and skittles.

Next morning, bright and early 
(and maybe feeling worse for 
wear) we carbed up for a series of 
activities coordinated by Cathy 
and led by other volunteers within 
the group (one love).  There were 
long and short walks, a bicycle ride 
and a visit to the local Go Ape; in 
essence something for everyone, 
with plenty of time to wax and tan 
for the evening ahead.  

And what an evening.  Starting 
with a welcome drink in the 

grounds of an old coaching house, 
guests mingled (and struggled 
to recognise one another outside 
usual walking attire) before 
heading indoors for a three course 
meal, cheese course, raffle prizes, 
hypnotist (not Paul McKenna nor 
that guy from Little Britain) and 
disco.

It was an exceptional night.  
Not only did guests enjoy 
themselves to the max, but they 
also managed to raise £371 for the 
Ramblers with the raffle, assisted 
with the 'dinner raffle prize' 
kindly donated by The Mercure 
Farnham.  This was a great result 
all round..  We boogied into the 
night, and thankfully only had to 
head upstairs to our beds and the 
next day, got up and did the whole 
walking thing again.

Totally bodacious thanks go to 
the aforementioned Catherine, all 
activity leaders including Kate our 
ever-efficient Treasurer, the secret 
helper army and the Mercure 
Hotel, for making the weekend 
one to remember.  I'm keeping my 
eyes out for the next one!

The Metropolitan Walkers is 
the London-based walking group 
for people in their 20s and 30s.  
We organise walks in London and 
the south east as well as weekend 
trips throughout the UK.  If you 
would like to find out more, please 
visit http:/www.metropolitan-
walkers.org.uk/ 

Merry Walker

On Saturday 14 May we 
had a good turnout for 
an adapted version of the 

group's very first walk that had 
been led by Michael Small back in 
1991.  How time files!

The morning had been chilly 
and unpromising but by the time 
members gathered at Barnes station 
for the afternoon start, the weather 
improved and remained mild and 
dry. Everything looked fresh and 
green with the trees in blossom as 
we walked across Barnes and Putney 
commons.  This is such an energising 

and lovely time of year, but it helps 
when the weather is obliging, and 
most of the mud has disappeared.  

George Fletcher and Jo Buchanan, 
who organised the walk, also 
arranged for us to finish with drinks 
and a meal at the Arab Boy pub in 
Upper Richmond Road; the roast 
guinea fowl there is gorgeous.  

I would like to thank George and 
Jo for reminding us that it was our 
25th year, for doing a little research 
and making the event possible.  We 
also presented George with some 
gift tokens in appreciation of his 

dedicated organisation for a number 
of years to the production of our 
mailing programme.  George has 
now been succeeded by Yuko Uchida 
who has since produced our first, as 
far as I am aware, colourful front 
cover and it looks great.  

We continue to welcome new 
members and look forward to many 
more years of walks both long and 
short, good pubs and, best of all, 
fellowship.

Rose Harley
Hammersmith Fulham & 

Wandsworth Group

The Love London, Walk 
London campaign to make 
London to be a walking 

city continues. Members of the 
campaign were pleased to have a 
very constructive meeting with the 
Deputy Mayor for Transport, Val 
Shawcross, in July, to put the case 
to make walking part of London's 
transport solution.

Topics on the agenda were a 
Walking Champion for London, the 
proposed new river crossings that 
have reached feasibility stage, the 
Thames Path, and how we can work 
together to make walking easier and 

more pleasurable.  Specifically we 
discussed better road crossings, the 
pedestrianisation of Oxford Street, 
and reinstating the priority order 
putting pedestrians first, which 
existed under Ken Livingstone, but 
which was removed under Boris 
Johnson.  The Deputy Mayor 
for Transport talked positively 
about promoting active travel, 
incorporating both walking and 
cycling, and its value for health as 
well as transport.

We were pleased to offer Ramblers' 
support to the Deputy Mayor for 
Transport for initiatives in London 

which can increase the number of 
people choosing walking as part of 
their journey.

Clare Wadd
Area Publicity Officer

INNER LONDON

insights
Love London, Walk London

Hammersmith Fulham & Wandsworth 
Group celebrate 25th anniversary

The Met 
Walkers' 
Summer Ball

Group focus: 
Metropolitan Walkers

The hypnotist gets to work.
Taking a break with a view.   Photo: Francesca Mancuso
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On the climb to St Catherine's Oratory.   Photo: Ray Latham 

West Essex Group is 
fortunate in having 
a small number of 

organisers and leaders willing to 
put on two holidays each year, 
one usually in England, and one 
abroad.  The English venture 
this year took place in late April 
when a full coach headed to the 
Isle of Wight.  The initial weather 
forecast for the week was grim 
yet while it was sometimes cool 
and windy with a dash of snow, 
conditions were mainly dry and 
often sunny.

The main purpose of the trip 
was to walk the island's coastal 
path.  Once off the ferry in Ryde we 
immediately started the first part of 
the route, finishing seven legs later in 
East Cowes. For those not wanting 
to take up the all-day challenges 
of the often hilly terrain, each day 
there was a shorter ramble with an 
afternoon option of visiting a place 
of interest, such as Osborne House or 
Mottistone Manor Gardens.

We stayed in Shanklin, the hotel 
situated in a superb cliff-top location.  
The group had stayed there before 
with great satisfaction.  It was still a 
comfortable base but, with a recent 
change of owner, the food quality and 
service were well below expectations.  
It was often so much like Fawlty 
Towers that it almost became the in-
house entertainment.

In spite of the hotel problems it 
was a very enjoyable trip and we 
are grateful for the sterling efforts 
of the seven leaders and those often 
unsung heroes - the backmarkers!  
The overall success was largely due 
to the organisational skills of John 
Francis.  Not only did he deal with 
individual bookings, transport and 
hotel arrangements, he also led all 
the short walks including the first leg 
of the coastal route.  Congratulations 
all round for chalking up (Isle of 
Wight variety, of course) yet another 
holiday winner!

John Juchau
Publicity Officer, West Essex Group

Hike Essex is an Essex-
based group for walkers 
in their 20s, 30s, 40s and 

50s.  We walk in all corners of 
Essex on a weekly basis, so when 
planning trips away we like to get 
out of the county to see what the 
rest of the country has to offer.  
The Chilterns provided a brilliant 
backdrop for an excellent camping 
weekend in May at Lane End, near 
High Wycombe.

The local farm shop provided a 
tasty selection of meat for a Friday 
evening barbecue and we spent 
the evening eating, drinking a few 
glasses of pop and sitting around a 
roaring campfire. Our campsite was 
on a working farm and although 
it did have flushing toilets and a 
working shower, it was certainly 
not five star.  On the plus side the 
isolated woodland pitch was perfect 
and we pitched our tents around a 
communal eating area.

Saturday morning began with 
bacon sandwiches, coffee and 
teacakes, cooked on camping stoves 
and after everyone was fed we packed 
our rucksacks to set out on a 10-mile 
hike.  

The countryside was everything 

we expected and more so spirits were 
high.  At Hambleden we bought 
locally made pork pies, scotch 
eggs and flans for lunch later on.  
Pushing on, the weather took a turn 
for the worse and we were treated 
to alternate half hours of rain and 
sunshine.  Luckily, by the time we 
reached Skirmett, the sun came out 
and we ate our lunch and enjoyed a 
pint at the Frog.

The rain continued on and off until 
we passed the windmill at Turville 
then headed back to the campsite 
through Frieth.  After getting 10 
campers, one by one, through the 
campsite's only shower, we strolled 
to Lane End that evening for a very 
tasty meal in the Grouse and Ale, an 
excellent end to an adventurous day.

On Sunday morning we packed 
our tents.  After the previous day's 
weather, a shorter mud-free walk was 
a popular vote.  We drove to Shiplake 
station then headed along the 
Thames Path to Henley on Thames 
where we stopped for lunch at the 
Angel by the river, returning later to 
Shiplake the same way.  We all agreed 
it had been a fantastic weekend away.

Gary Fowler
Walks Coordinator, Hike Essex

Nearly 100 people turned 
up to a hog roast and 
garden party on 2 July 

to celebrate our 30 years.  We 
also have special walks planned 
for 9, 10, 11 and 14 September, 
inspired by walks that appeared 
in our 1986/87 programmes.  
These will coincide with the 
Ramblers' Walk About Britain 
festival (3 - 11 September), so all 
will be welcome to join a walk 
with us.

In July 1986 the group was 
formed to serve ramblers in central 
and eastern parts of Essex; areas 
approximately bounded by the 
rivers Chelmer and Blackwater.  The 
first committee, chaired by Kevin 
Ascott, was set up that summer and 
a rudimentary walks programme 
commenced in September.

By the early 1990's we were 
organising four walks per week on 
Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays - and that still persists 
today.  Distances are 10 - 12 miles a 
day or five to six miles for half days.  
Our walks programmes are linked 
to the Ramblers' Find a Walk pages 
which we always keep up to date 
with any ongoing amendments 
when necessary.

Friday is usually our most 
popular walking day, often with 
40+ attendees.  We keep Saturday 
afternoons for members who prefer 
shorter walks.  Although most 
walks are in central Essex, on some 
Sundays we share cars to visit outer 
areas and surrounding counties like 
Suffolk, Herts, Bucks and Kent.  
Walks in London also have a special 
attraction with easy train access to 

Liverpool Street.
We also explore outside our area 

with at least one walking holiday 
every year and four coach rambles 
mainly in south east England.  
For example, between 2008 and 
2011 we walked all the Thames 
Path over various weekends and 
day trips.  Walking holidays have 
grown in popularity, but with 
50+ members wanting to come 
every year there can be problems 
finding suitable accommodation.  
Fortunately we found an elegant 
solution by booking out-of-
term student accommodation at 
university halls of residence.  They 
have many single en-suite rooms 
and provide meals at reasonable 
rates for groups.  We have stayed at 
the Royal Agricultural University 
at Cirencester, University of 
Worcester, University of Exeter and, 
in August, at Bangor University for 

a walking week in north Wales.
Around 2002 we created a website, 

w w w.che lmera ndblack water-
ramblers.org.uk, which has 
gradually become the main portal 
for us to attract new members.  In 
2015 we revamped the website to 
include extra features.  A selection 
of pictures from the photo gallery 
was put into a slide show, and we 
have added a number of video 
recordings taken on our coach 
rambles.  A special login page 
gives group members access to 
documents for booking social 
events, committee members' 
contact details, a larger collection 
of photographs (contributed by 
members), an archive of newsletters 
and other useful information.

Dr Graham Hopkins
Chairman, Chelmer & 

Blackwater Ramblers

Thinking of volunteering to 
lead a walk for your group?  
Or want to brush up on 

your leading skills and share your 
experience with other leaders?  
Then join us on a free walk leader 
training day organised by Inner 
London Ramblers - a great way 
to boost your confidence and 
improve your skills.

The one-day course is facilitated 
by an experienced walk leader 
and trainer and includes a short 
demonstration walk.  It covers all 
the basic skills of walk leading 
including;

- choosing an appropriate route
- qualities of a good walk leader
- what to do before, during and 

after the walk
- dealing with incidents
It's an interactive day so be 

prepared to share your own 
experiences and insights.  Note 
that the course focuses on group 
management and walks in easy 
terrain, including urban areas.  It 
doesn't cover technical navigation 
skills or challenging walks in upland 
areas.

When?  Saturdays 11am - 4.30pm, 
29 October, 3 December and 18 
February 2017.

Where?  Bankside Community 
Space, 18 Great Guildford Street, 
London SE1 0SU, an excellent 
venue in a central location close to 
the Thames Path and on National 

Cycle route 4.  Southwark tube is a 
short walk away and London Bridge 
station not that much further.

Who can attend?  Courses are 
open to all Ramblers members, 
regardless of your group, and are 
free, subject to availability.

What should I bring?  Lunch 
isn't provided, so bring a packed 
lunch or there are shops and cafes 
nearby.  Bring outdoor clothing 
and comfortable footwear for the 
demonstration walk.

How do I book?  Advance booking 
is essential.  Book online at http://
innerlondonramblers.eventbrite.
co.uk or contact me at des@
desdemoor.com or 07479 016672.

Des de Moor 

Walk leader 
training in London

ESSEX
extras

Chelmer & Blackwater's 
30th anniversary

Hike Essex 
camp in the 
Chilterns

Around the 
Isle of Wight

The group's birthday cake.   Photo: Graham Hopkins
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The happy group   Photo: John Tickner

After rambling six miles, we ended up in the church hall at 
Old Coulsdon on Thursday 9 June for a celebration lunch in 
honour of four of our fellow Croydon Ramblers who somehow 

or other have reached the milestone of 80 years on this planet (or is it 
a millstone?).  

The delicious buffet was expertly provided by our chief caterer John 
Hilton and his small but efficient band of happy helpers.  The birthday 
cake, baked by Ann Toomey, was ceremoniously sliced up by Len, Beryl, 
Alan and Joe, before being distributed to the 65 lunch guests.  Because 
we are environmentally friendly we thought it was better not to light 320 
candles. Don't want to add to the greenhouse effect!

The four birthday guests were then presented with books on the Surrey 
Landscape, many of which I am sure would be familiar to the recipients and 
most Surrey Ramblers in general.  After lunch we completed the walk with 
another three miles, carefully avoiding the gliders at Kenley Aerodrome.  
We had a very enjoyable day and thanks to Muriel for organising it.

John Tickner
Croydon Ramblers

Strange to relate, I never heard anything like 
this being said when I arrived in Ireland 
with 14 other Croydon Ramblers for a 

week's holiday in April.  
What I did hear was the mellifluous sound of 

traditional Irish music and singing performed in 
the bar each night as we tucked into our delicious 
evening meals and partook of the Guinness!  For me, 
this was heaven!  We stayed in a large B&B in the 
village of Doolin, Co Clare, and were ferried around 
in a large minibus by our walk guide, story teller and 
chief Guinness taster, Michael - himself.

We had three days rambling in the Burren 
National Park (Irish - boireann - meaning great rock 
or stony place - very apt!), where we were delighted 
to see wild flowers such as orchids and gentians 
and were lucky enough to see a hare, albeit rather 
briefly as it disappeared over the horizon.  We spent 
a day walking the Cliffs of Moher and another on a 
beautiful boat trip to the Aran Islands walking the 
length of Innishmore - just stunning!  On our 'day 

off ' we visited the Bunratty Folk Village and as I 
walked past the rebuilt old pub, I thought I ought to 
pop in and say hello, and guess who I found in there?  
Yep, a load of Croydon Ramblers!  On our return 
journey to Doolin we stopped off to see the sights of 
Limerick - now we all know what Limerick is famous 
for so we thought we would have a little limerick 
competition between ourselves, to be recited later in 
the pub.  There were some good ones, to be sure, but 
I think I won, if not for quality at least for quantity, 
and I'm still waiting for my pint of Guinness prize!

The whole trip was expertly organised by our fellow 
Croydon Rambler, Ann Toomey (an Irish connection 
there!), for which we are truly grateful - and she is 
doing it again next year - hooray!   

Now, returning to limericks - if I give you the first 
line 'There was a young lady from Doolin' - you can 
finish it and send to me at tricky.ticky@tiscali.co.uk 
- the winner gets a pint of Guinness, on me!

John Tickner
Croydon Ramblers

Tandridge: I'm very pleased 
to say that Benedict 
Southworth, who recently 

stood down as Ramblers Chief 
Executive, has volunteered to 
take over from Kevin Wright as 
Local Footpath Secretary for part 
of Tandridge.  Benedict will cover 
Oxted and Tandridge parishes.  
Many thanks to Kevin for taking 
care of a number of parishes in 
Tandridge.

Banstead Footpath 125: Local 
Footpath Secretary Pauline Butcher 
walked this path with a view to 
including it on a group walk but 
had the misfortune to run into 
one of the landowners.  While not 
blocking her way, the encounter was 
unpleasant and I have reported it to 
Surrey County Council.

Big Pathwatch: Participants in the 
project have received an email from 
Central Office to the effect that 
results would be published during 
the summer after consultation with 
Areas.  I have also sent them the 
results of the last two years of our 
BVPI surveys so they can compare 
results.

Best Value Performance 
Indicators (BVPI): The May exercise 
for Surrey County Council was 
completed with plenty of willing 
volunteers.  A provisional 'score' of 
85% of paths 'easy to use' equals the 
previous summer's record.

Definitive Map modifications: 
Together with Kate Ashbrook, I 
attended a briefing by DEFRA 
on the new regulations governing 
the process for Definitive Map 
modification orders.  These result 
from the Stakeholder Working 

Group where Ramblers were well 
represented and should result in 
a quicker and less bureaucratic 
process.  To balance that, in 
addition to the 2026 cut-off date for 
new paths based on documentary 
evidence, it will be easier for 
landowners to apply for path 
diversions and extinguishments.

It will be of great assistance 
to highway authorities that 
applications/orders will no longer 
need to be published in newspapers 
but only on their websites.  Further 
briefings will be given to Local 
Footpath Secretaries when the 
regulations are published and a 
heavier workload of applications is 
anticipated.

Countryside Access Management 
System (CAMS):  We are working 
with Surrey County Council in 
various ways to make the new 
CAMS system more useful.  The 
council is creating a new category 
of reported issues which could 
be tackled by our Volunteer Path 
Wardens.  The idea is that emails 
would be automatically generated 
for sending to Local Footpath 
Secretaries who would then allocate 
the work to Volunteer Path Wardens 
in their area.

New path at Mickleham: Rob 
Alcock, Local Footpath Secretary 
for Mole Valley, reports that the 
new path which his predecessor 
Alan Lewis applied to add to the 
Definitive Map has now been 
confirmed  It runs west from 
Bridleway 16 at TQ 186540 to 
Byway 15 at TQ 181539.

Rodney Whittaker 
Area Footpath & Access Secretary

Advance notice is given that the next Annual General Meeting of Surrey Area will be hosted by 
Guildford Group on Saturday 28 January 2017 at Shalford Village Hall, Kings Road, Shalford, 
near Guildford.  It will start at 2pm and there will be two morning walks.  The nearest station, 

Shalford, on the Guildford to Redhill line, is 300 yards from the venue.  Full details, Agenda and Annual 
Report will be on the Surrey Area website (www.surreyramblers.org.uk) later in the year. More details of 
the AGM will appear in the next South East Walker.

Surrey Area is still looking to fill the roles of Area Publicity Officer and Area Secretary.  We will also be 
looking for an Area Membership Secretary at the AGM in January 2017.  Anyone who wishes to learn 
more about these roles or can offer support should contact me please at secretary@surreyramblers.

org.uk or 01424 845052.

This year's festival is later than usual and will run from Saturday 17 September to Sunday 2 October.  
Guildford Ramblers and Surrey Area will be leading a number of walks during the fortnight.  For 
details go to www.guildfordwalkfestival.co.uk.

Graham Butler
Acting Area Secretary

SURREY
snippets

Area AGM 2017

Area vacancies

Guildford WalkFest

Footpaths and access

Aarrgh Begorrah!

Cutting the cake.   Photo: John Tickner

320 candles?
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With sadness we report that our 
Chairman, Tom Kibble, died 
in June.  Tom was an excellent 

leader of very interesting and varied walks 
in the fields of Surrey.  He planned these 
meticulously and looked after his walkers 
with care.  He was deservedly elected 
Chairman in 2013.

At that time very few of our members 
knew that Tom was also a leader in the fields 
of quantum physics and one of the world's 
top theoretical physicists.  Then, in 2014, he 
was awarded a knighthood in recognition of 
his outstanding work on the so-called Higgs 
mechanism and also his highly influential 
contribution to unified field theory.  This 
added greatly to our understanding of the 
fundamental forces of nature that govern the 
Universe.  Both pieces of work helped to form 
the basis of two Nobel Prizes for Physics.

Tom received many prestigious awards 
and honours during his long career.  He 
should have shared the Nobel Prize with 

others but was denied this honour because 
of the rule that it could not be shared by 
more than three people.  Tom really did not 

mind - he told us that the whole business 
of prizes for scientific achievements was 
outdated.  What really pleased him was the 

development and success of his students 
at Imperial College London where he was 
Head of Theoretical Physics.  Tom has been 
posthumously awarded The Isaac Newton 
Medal, the highest UK honour for physics, 
for his outstanding lifelong commitment to 
the field. 

Tom enjoyed being in the Ramblers where 
he was relatively anonymous.  He would come 
on our poetry walks and read from the works 
of Robbie Burns - his favourite poet.  That's 
my abiding memory of Tom - standing in a 
glade in the woodland gardens of Bushy Park 
on a summer evening reciting 'A Man's a 
Man for a'That' in his soft Edinburgh accent.  
We seldom discussed any physics!

Tom was a modest man of quiet distinction 
respected by all who knew him both in 
the Ramblers and in the wider scientific 
community.  He will be missed.

Vic Lewis
Secretary and Acting Chair, Richmond 

RamblersTom (left) in Richmond Park in August 2015 on one of the last walks he led.   Photo: Mavis White

Dave Gibbs of Farnham 
& District Ramblers 
has just completed his 

maiden skydive at the youthful 
age of 84, raising more than 
£3,100 for the local Phyllis 
Tuckwell Hospice.  The jump 
took place at the Army Parachute 
Association's headquarters at 
Netheravon, Wilts, where Dave 
had "the most exhilarating two 
minutes" of his life.

Dave joined Farnham Ramblers 
back in 1994 on his return to the 
UK, after working in Africa and 
the Middle East since the 1960s.  
He subsequently took on the task 
of Sunday long walks coordinator, a 
role which he still carries out today.

"Given a range of choices, 
including running a marathon 
and a 50-mile bike ride, I decided 
that jumping out of a plane and 
letting gravity do the rest was the 
easiest option," he says.  "Having 
set a target of raising £1,500, I am 
delighted that generous supporters 
have responded by more than 
doubling this amount."

Following an early spell in the 
RAF, Dave stayed in aviation in air 
traffic control, ending his career as 
airport manager at Dubai.  Born 

and bred in Farnham, he and his 
wife Ann then returned to his roots 
to retire.  Although fellow Farnham 
Rambler Ann restricts herself to five 
mile walks these days, Dave does a 
long walk every Sunday as well as 
most of the Thursday long walks.  
He and Ann also go on the regular 
week-long holidays, most recently 
to Crickhowell at Easter, where 
Dave led a walk over the Brecon 
Beacons. 

"The social aspect of Farnham 
Ramblers is very appealing to us," 
Dave says, "although the health 
and environmental benefits are 
equally important.  The quality of 
leadership and friendliness remains 

as strong as ever, though some 
things have changed over the past 
22 years: I can now walk every day 
of the year with the group if I want 
to!"

Dave's flying days are not over 
yet.  He has promised his grand-
daughter that in six years' time 
when she reaches 16, the youngest 
age to undertake a skydive, he will 
do it again with her, to celebrate 
his 90th birthday.  "And I fully 
intend to continue walking with 
the group up to then and beyond!" 
he confirms.

Graham Noakes
Farnham & District Ramblers 

Kingston Group's AGM 
will be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 22 November at 

Surbiton Library Hall, Ewell Road, 
Surbiton.  A recent group ramble left 
Waterloo station for a walk entitled 
'the Great Fire of London Route' 
and this photo was taken on the 
roof terrace of One New Change, the 
shopping mail in Cheapside.  

Martin Lake/Brenda Horwill

John Hauxwell of 
Kingston Ramblers 
sadly died on 14 June 

after a short illness.  He is 
survived by his wife and 
three children.  John had 
been a member since 1987 
and during that time he 
has been on thousands 
of walks, led hundreds 
of walks and been Chair 
of the group for 10 years 
until 2015. 

John also walked with 
Penrith Ramblers when 
visiting the Lakes and 
completed many long 
distance paths.  John had 
a great enthusiasm and zest 
for life, was very caring, 
great fun and will be sadly 
missed by all.  More than 
40 ramblers were present at 
his funeral.

Martin Lake
Kingston Ramblers

Following a successful visit from members of Chinnor U3A 
in 2015, a group of Godalming & Haslemere Ramblers 
reciprocated with a walking break in Oxfordshire in April.  

The 32 participants stayed at the Shillingford Bridge Hotel on 
the banks of the River Thames and enjoyed three days of varied 
walking.  In the photo, by Jenny Caddy, the group is seen on the 
Thames Path walking from Iffley Lock towards Oxford.

Phillip Watson
Public Relations Officer, Godalming & Haslemere Ramblers

Tom Kibble

John Hauxwell

John Hauxwell 

On the roof.   Photo: Barbara Crow

Kingston Ramblers

Dave takes to 
the skies

Is it a bird, is it a plane? No, it's Dave Gibbs of Farnham Ramblers.
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This year has seen a further 
expansion of the Parish 
Path Warden network in 

Oxfordshire. Our eighth training 
day workshop for newly appointed 
wardens was held at Clifton Hampden 
in March.  

Recruitment this year has concentrated 
on the area of the Bicester & Kidlington 
group. Parish clerks of those parishes 
without a warden were sent posters 
seeking volunteer wardens with a polite 
request that our notices be displayed on 
parish noticeboards.  As a result of these 
advertisements another dozen parishes in 
this area of the county now have a warden.  

Fritwell, near Bicester, saw the 
recruitment of no less than four 
volunteers.  The first volunteer to come 
forward was Angela Stillgoe and she 
recruited Polly Foster.  Polly, in turn, 
recruited Rachael Clark and Melanie 
Wood.  Recently I paid a visit to Fritwell 
to give the team some waymarks and to 
check and advise on some path problems.  
Other wardens have come forward in 
the Didcot & Wallingford group area 
to fill vacancies.  I am pleased to report 
that 85% of Oxfordshire's 320 parishes 
now have a path warden in place.  This 
figure includes the Chiltern Society path 
representatives and the Cotswold wardens 
who look after parishes in those two Areas 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Jim Parke
Area Parish Path Warden Network 

Coordinator
jmh.parke@btinternet.com Rachael Clark, Polly Foster and Melanie Wood, members of the Fritwell team 

of Parish Path Wardens.   Photo: Jim Parke

Diversions, claims etc

The claim for the stepping stones at Chippinghurst has failed, 
which leaves the county council with the lengthy process of 
submitting all the diversion and extinguishment orders for 

the landowners' package, some of which will no doubt incur local 
opposition. 

The claim for the path from Islip FP9 to the playing field (now FP18) 
has been confirmed.  Objections to Idbury FP4 and Rollright 7/15 have 
been received, and the council will decide whether to take them to inquiry.  
The diversions over Oxfordshire Golf Course are still being discussed: the 
golf club's need to keep the paths off the playing areas results in some 
roundabout routes.

Other matters

The process for recording 'lost ways', which need to be claimed by 
2026, is in its very early stages; I have a long list which needs to 
be re-visited.  If you need advice on how to get started claiming a 

footpath as a public right of way, contact me (dgodfrey929@btinternet.
com) or Tony Dale (tawadale@btinternet.com). 

Network Rail has replaced stiles on Uffington FP4, and the order for the 
bridge has been made.  Nick Moon of Oxford Fieldpaths Society presented 
a paper to Oxfordshire County Council Monitoring Group deploring 
the epidemic of fenced-off paths in farmland, which deny users an escape 
route in case of floods, overgrowth or deep mud.  The growing season has 
arrived, with annoying dangly dog-rose threatening to scratch the unwary 
and eventually to take root; there is a proliferation of them along the canal 
which takes time to snip off and slows progress.  The recent storms have also 
brought down several trees.

There is now a new system for reporting problems online to Oxfordshire 
County Council; this now feeds directly into the database without the field 
officers having to re-enter the details.  (Access it via the county council's 
'Countryside' web page, clicking on the 'Report a rural path issue' link).  
Exactly how this will be affected by the Big Pathwatch scheme is as yet 
unclear.

David Godfrey
Area Footpath Secretary

There is an increasing 
demand from members 
for walks of two to four 

miles, at an easy or leisurely 
pace.  Concomitantly there is 
a rising need for people to lead 
such walks.

Some groups have responded 
positively to the demand, notably 
Banbury & North Oxfordshire 
(BNO), Bicester & Kidlington and 
Henley & Goring.  For example, 
Roy Clements of BNO has 
described how 29 members turned 
up for a two to three mile walk in 
March.  "The format is to have a 
gentle walk and then go back for a 
pub lunch and social."

Richard Birch, Area Walks 
Programme Coordinator, tells me 
that the summer programme for 
2015 had 103 shorter-slower walks, 
a 34% increase on the previous 
year.  The number of such walks 
has held steady in the 2016 summer 
programme.  Peter Skuse of Vale 
group has recently devised and led 
two circular walks of three and a half 
miles from Abingdon,  "The walks 
were at an easy to leisurely pace, ie 
gentle health walk pace, with a stop 

for refreshments, taking about two 
hours, giving lots of time to enjoy 
the sights," said Peter.  "There 
were no stiles or hills."  Both walks 
attracted members and others who 
had not been on longer walks from 
Abingdon.

There remains huge scope for 
many more shorter - slower walks.  
The main impediment to achieving 
this is a shortage of leaders for such 
walks.  If you are a current walk 
leader who would like to rein-
in-the-miles,  don't stop leading: 
lead shorter walks.  If you used to 
lead walks, why not come out of 
retirement to lead shorter-slower 
walks?  Your experience would be 
invaluable and much appreciated.

Some people refrain from 
becoming a walk leader, of whatever 
distance, because of the possibility 
that they may not be able to make 
it on a specific date.  Don't let 
that deter you; your group's walks 
programme organiser will find an 
alternative leader.

Dave Cavanagh 
Chair, Oxfordshire Ramblers

davecavanagh1000@gmail.com

Next year's AGM will be on Saturday 11 February, hosted by Didcot & Wallingford Group in 
Brightwell.  

Any member not already on Area Council and wishing to stand for election to an Area officer post or 
as a Members' Representative should inform the Area General Secretary (rosemarywilliams_uk@yahoo.com) of 
this and be proposed and seconded by two other members at least seven days before the AGM.

Dave Cavanagh
Chair, Oxfordshire Ramblers

davecavanagh1000@gmail.com

Oxon 20s30s Walkers and Oxon 
Weekend Walkers are the 
leaders in our area for engaging 

with their members using Facebook.  
Recently West Oxfordshire and Bicester 

& Kidlington groups created Facebook 
sites, and I have made one ('Oxfordshire 
Ramblers') to illustrate our activities 
across the county.  Do visit these sites and 
'like' them.

This, in a nutshell, is what your Oxfordshire Area Council is all about; more stuff, better stuff.  
Comprising a representative from each of the 10 Oxfordshire groups plus 10 elected officers and 
members' representatives, Area Council strives to help volunteers in the groups to maximise 

your membership experience.  
On the one hand this is about innovation in walks and socialising, on the other it is facilitating voluntary 

activities that protect, maintain and improve our footpath network.

OXFORDSHIRE

on-line

Identifying, disseminating 
and helping groups to 
implement best practice

Follow Oxfordshire 
Ramblers on Facebook 

AGM 2017

Slower, shorter walks

Parish Path Warden 
network expands

Footpath matters
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At the obelisk.   Photo: Mike Smith

Walking along the south west 
coast in the sunshine with 
good friends is hard to beat!  

Henley & Goring's long weekend trip to 
Stoke Fleming, near Dartmouth, in April 
certainly met our high expectations.

We arrived in the rain at the National Trust's 
Coleton Fishacre on the first day for walks 
which took us along the coast.  There was 
time at the end to visit the house (wonderful 
Art Deco interiors) and spectacular gardens 
that spill down to the sea.  

On the Saturday we could choose 
between three walks.  One group took the 
bus to Townsall then walked the Dart 
Trail to Dittisham before heading back to 
Dartmouth along a high level path.  The 
second group had a day of walking, river 
trip and sightseeing.  They walked from the 
hotel along the coast path to Dartmouth 
before catching a boat for the half hour trip 
up the river to Agatha Christie's summer 
house, Greenway.   The third group followed 

the same way but had more time to explore 
Greenway as they returned to Dartmouth by 
river boat.

Sunday's sunny walks went west along 
the coast.  One group took a taxi to East 
Portlemouth then followed the coast path 
back towards Dartmouth.  Another group 
went by car to Torcross then walked to Start 
Point Lighthouse and down to the beach for 
a picnic. 

We finished the weekend with everyone 
heading for Blackpool Sands by longer or 
shorter routes but all with some short sharp 
ups and downs as we crossed the steep 
narrow valleys running down to the sea.  
We had lunch at a cafe on the beach before 
heading home after a perfect and relaxed 
break.  Many thanks to the organisers.

Inge, Claire, Colin and Joan
Henley & Goring Ramblers

(A fuller report of the trip can be found 
at www.ramblers-oxon.org.uk/HGReports.
htm).

If I have met you, then probably this item is not directed to you.  I have in mind those of you who 
do not go on Ramblers led walks.  You might be like I was for many years, a paid-up member to 
support Ramblers objectives but otherwise invisible. 

Or you might once have accompanied other members on walks, perhaps for many years, but now, for one 
reason or another, you no longer do so.  You remain a member to enable Ramblers to advocate walking for all 
and to campaign for better and increasing access to where people want to walk.  Either way, you are in good 
company; Ramblers' reckons that two-thirds or more of members do not walk with a group. Without you we 
would be lost.

Dave Cavanagh
Area Chair

davecavanagh1000@gmail.com

Thame & Wheatley Group's 
Away Day, an increasingly 
popular annual event, 

saw 23 people travel to Stratford-
upon-Avon on 7 May for a 10-
mile walk led by group Publicity 
Officer, Ruth Cornish.

Starting from the park and ride 
at Bishopton, the walk headed 
northwards on a gradual ascent to 
Welcombe Country Park and the 
impressive obelisk, a monument 
erected in 1876 to honour Mark 
Philips, Manchester's first Member 
of Parliament.

Continuing northwards, the party 
headed for the village of Snitterfield, 
where lunch was taken, some taking 
advantage of the Snitterfield Arms 
and others enjoying their own 
picnic.  Turning southwards we 
joined the Monarch's Way and 
then the Stratford Canal towpath 
before coming to a stunning end 
at Bancroft Gardens in Stratford, 
adjacent to the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre.  We were safely enjoying 
tea and cakes in Huffkins tearooms 
during a heavy downpour after 
which we caught a bus back to our 
start point.  A lovely day, and a 
suitable way of marking the 400th 
anniversary of Shakespeare's death.

Mike Smith
Chair, Thame & Wheatley Group

Three of our path maintenance teams took possession of high 
quality tools in May.  These will enable us to do a better, safer 
job with less effort.  

Area Council made the funds available and Mike Sargeant 
(pictured) purchased the tools at a hefty discount.

We need to publicise Ramblers for two reasons.  Firstly to 
maximise the number of people who would gain pleasure 
and satisfaction from being a member. 

Secondly, to maximise the number of subscriptions that help to pay 
for Ramblers charitable activities.  An enduring and cost-effective way of 
publicising Ramblers has been designed by Oxfordshire Area Publicity 
Officer Ray Clements.  

It's a a car sticker for the inside of your rear window.  The sticker can 
be easily removed and transferred.  A sticker will be included with the 
autumn/winter walks programme which will be mailed out in September.

Spreading the name

New tool for our 
path maintenance 
volunteers

As we liked it

Thank you,  
whoever you are

A weekend in Dartmouth

Dartmouth weekend.
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Until Saturday 1 October:  
Wild about Runnymede
Exhibition, in conjunction with Surrey Wildlife 
Trust. looking at local habitats and how they have 
been affected by human activity.   
Also looks at work the trust is doing along the 
River Wey.
Chertsey Museum, Surrey
01932 565764, www.chertseymuseum.org.uk. 

Until Saturday 29 October: Capability 300
Exhibition celebrating the life and local works of 
landscape architect Lancelot (Capability) Brown.
Museum of Richmond
020 8332 1141, www.museumofrichmond.com

Saturday 3 - Sunday 11 September: Walk About
Hundreds of group walks are included in this 
new nationwide walking festival organised by the 
Ramblers.  See walk magazine for more details.
www.ramblers.org.uk

Tuesday 6 September - Saturday 29 October: 
Lancelot 'Capability' Brown, 'the finest genius 
for laying out a pleasure ground'.
Exhibition created by Hertfordshire Gardens Trust.
Hertfordshire Archives & Local Studies, County 
Hall, Hertford
03001 234049, www.hersdirect.org/hals

Thursday 8 - Sunday 11 September:  
Heritage Open Days 
Thousands of properties open their doors to 
visitors for this annual weekend (though most 
London boroughs have their own  
Open House weekend later in the month).
020 7824 7180, https://www.heritageopendays.
org.uk

Saturday 10 - Sunday 18 September: 
Bedfordshire Walking Festival
Walks of all kinds and lengths in this festival now 
in its seventh year.
www.bedswalkfest.co.uk

Sunday 11 September:  
Annual Epping Forest Centenary Walk
A led walk organised by the Friends of Epping 
Forest covering the entire length of the forest 
between 9am and 5pm,  
or join for part of the way.
020 8418 0730, www.friendsofeppingforest.org.
uk, 

Saturday 17-Sunday 18 September:  
Open House London
Annual festival of architecture and design with 
many  
properties open to visitors.
www.openhouselondon.org.uk

Saturday 24 September - Sunday 27 November: 
International Garden Photographer of the Year
Selected entries by both amateur and professional 
photographers in a touring show which began at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
Stockwood Discovery Centre, Luton
01582 548600, www.lutonculture.com/
stockwood-discovery-centre
 
Various dates in October: Apple Day
An annual celebration of apples and orchards 
inaugurated by Common Ground.  Venues 
include Chorleywood House Estate on Saturday 1, 
Stanmer Park near Brighton on Sunday 2,  Tewin 
Orcard, Hertfordshire on Sunday 9 and the 
Brogdale Collection, near Faversham on Saturday 
15 and Sunday 16.

Diary Dates

It was good to read of the celebrations for the Thames 
Path 20 years after its opening.  However, sadly, it 
is not continuous through central London and has 

been compromised in some areas in recent years.  
If you walk from the South Bank in the direction 

of Battersea, you have to walk quite a distance behind 
the old power station and past Battersea Dogs and Cats 
Home along a busy road before returning to the side of the 
Thames.  There had been this 'glitch' for some time but 
recently it has become worse and the area away from the 
Thames has increased.  There used to be a delightful and 
famous 'village' of houseboats called Tideway Village.  The 
land was purchased for the development of flats in spite of 
a huge protest and attempt to retain both these homes and 
the footpath next to the river.

Whilst the achievement of the Thames Path is 
considerable and well worth celebrating, we do have to bear 
in mind these inaccessible areas, also actions and potential 
future threats to the integrity and continuity of the path by 
developers.

Stella Stocker
Kenley

Briefly
Ramblers Worldwide Holidays (RWH), the walking holiday partner of the Ramblers, received a Bronze award 
for 'Best 50+ Adventure Travel Provider' at the 50+ Show at London's Olympia in July.  Awards were nominated 
and voted for by members of the public, with results based on rating rather than the greatest number of votes, 
to allow smaller companies to compete on a 'level playing field'. Kuoni won Gold in the category, Saga won Silver 
and RWH won Bronze. For the company,Tony Maniscalco said, "This is a great accolade for RWH which has done 
a great deal to promote healthy, active holidays for all age groups since 1946".  

The Roman Way, devised by Oxford Rambler Elaine Steane, featured on a recent Guardian online list of '20 
superb UK walks'.   The 11.5 mile section of the route from Coln St Aldwyns to Cirencester which follows close to 
the Roman road, Akeman Street, was selected for the listing.

The Swire Ridgeway Arts Prize competition has been launched by the Friends of the Ridgeway. They hope it 
will help bring The Ridgeway to life, not only as a long distance trail but as an artistic inspiration.  The competition 
is open to all with separate classes for painting, sculpture, photography and writing.  Further information from 
anthony.burdall@burdall.net 

Chalk Stream and Heath Walk, a circular route at Waterford Heath to the north of Hertford, was opened in 
June by the Mayor of Hertford.  The area, now restored after sand and gravel quarrying, is run by the Herts & 
Middlesex Wildlife Trust.  A map of the route can be downloaded from their website.

Elmley Nature Reserve on the Isle of Sheppey in Kent is the only national nature reserve where you can stay 
overnight in comfortable shepherd's huts looking out over the wild marshland. Currently they have a three nights 
for the price of two deal for those travelling to Swale by train.

The Thames Path between Vauxhall and Battersea is slowly coming together 
as redevelopments continue.

'Viking Ship', an 
artwork by Baz close 
to the River Lee near 
Waltham Abbey, 
depicts the burnt-out 
frame of a Viking 
longship - a reference 
to the legend that 
King Alfred the Great 
left a Viking raiding 
party stranded when 
he diverted the course 
of the river.  It is one 
of 15 artworks related 
to the area's history 
made from a variety 
of materials and by 
different artists which 
feature on a sculpture 
trail in the 1,000 acre 
River Lee Country 
Park launched in July.  
Information on the trail 
is at www.visitleevalley.
org.uk/sculptures.

The Thames Path 
in London 
- a reader's view


