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Farewell  
‘Old Father 
Thames’
David Sharp, the 

instigator of the Thames 
Path and who devoted 

much of his life to the Ramblers, 
died on 20 April, aged 89.  He 
was a key figure in the Ramblers 
both regionally as president of 
Surrey Area and nationally as a 
Vice President and also served 
in Richmond and West London 
groups.

Chris Hall, a fellow Vice President 
of the Ramblers, writes: Without 
the talent and devotion of David 
Sharp, sustained year after year, the 
Ramblers’ Association (to use the 
old title) would not have developed 
into the fighting organisation it was 
in the 1960s, ‘70s and later.

David was a gifted designer, 

artist, copywriter and photographer 
whose day job when I first knew 
him was in a small advertising 
agency off Covent Garden.  Here, 
five days a week, he turned his 
skills to whatever products the 
agency was trying to sell.  At 
evenings and weekends he put those 
skills at the service of the Ramblers’ 
Association.

It is hard to recall now any items 
of publicity which he did not design.  
His clear, bold lines are to be found 
in scores of recruiting leaflets and 
campaign flyers.  When we needed 
a simple guide to rights-of-way law 
for members, David came up with 
a brilliant pocket-sized solution: a 
simple folder gave the information 
in question-and-answer form and 

was made fetchingly attractive by 
a thumb-nail index running down 
one side.  We sold them at 6d (2.5p) 
a throw and they went like hot 
cakes.

In the early 1970s we needed a 
newsier looking magazine.  David 
designed it.  The back numbers 
look old-fashioned now, but they 
were state-of-the-art then and they 
enabled us to combine Ramblers’ 
news and propaganda effectively.

We needed a new logo.  These 
days design would be shuffled 
off expensively to an outside 
consultancy.  In the 1960s we 
turned to David and he produced 
the crisply stylised rucksack which 
served us well.  And David had no 
false pride in his work.  When that 

design reached the end of its useful 
life in the mid-’80s he did not 
hesitate to back a new one drawn 
by somebody else.  And when we 
celebrated the association’s 50th 
anniversary in 1985 the bulk of 
the design work for that important 
publicity event fell upon him.

He was a dab hand with a 
camera.  This brought exhibition 
screens advertising the Ramblers’ 
aims and achievements within his 
scope too.  When he and I were 
the first editors of South Eastern 
Rambler he contributed endless 
pictures.  More importantly he 
designed the publication and put 
the pages together at home shifting 
sections of text deftly, swiftly and 
imperturbably while I dithered over 
what to cut and what to expand, for 
that was the editorial process then.

He was a great performer at the 
weekend schools in publicity which 
we used to run for the officers of 
RA Areas in the 1970s.  (Our 
membership figures would be 
healthier if we still ran them today.)  
David was a star performer at these 
all over the country: neither he nor 
I had a car and we planned much 
of the weekends’ events in the train 
on the way there.  He was in his 
element explaining how to write a 
telling press release and analysing 
the members’ efforts to do so.  He 
did not sloganize, but simplicity, 
concrete language and brevity 
were what he looked for and with 
great patience elicited them from 

novices.  He was always cheerful 
and self-effacing, but he had his 
decisive moments.  There was one 
freezing February weekend when 
we held one of these schools at a 
youth hostel in East Anglia where 
the heating had failed.  David 
sniffed the temperature in the men’s 
dormitory and led the decision to 
build a great fire in the common 
room and arrange mattresses, 
sleeping bags and blankets in front 
of it for the night.

Over the years he gave us many 
thousands of hours of his talent 
and time.  He was never paid a 
penny.  His reward was to see the 
RA more than holding its own in 
the media, gathering new members 
and winning its battles. Thank 
you, David. 

Graham Butler, Acting Secretary 
of Surrey Area, said: ‘David was 
President of Surrey Area from when 
it was set up in 1984 and an active 
President too, designing publicity 
material for the 1995 Round Surrey 
Walk, designing the stickers for 
our millennium events and leaflets 
for most of our campaigns.  He 
was dedicated to expanding the 
London Strategic Walks network 
and active in trying to put together 
a campaign to have another 25 
routes in Greater London brought 
up to standard.  He represented the 
Ramblers on the London Walking 
Forum and was a member of the 
south west sector of the forum with 

Anew swing bridge taking 
the Thames Path over 
the mouth of Deptford 

Creek in south east London has 
opened and means that walkers 
at this point no longer need to 
detour away from the river via 
Creek Road.

The bridge was built by 
Galliard Homes as part of their 
New Capital Quay development 
on the site of Henry VIII’s 

original Tudor dockyard.  The 
company has since handed over 
the bridge to the Royal Borough 
of Greenwich which is now 
responsible for its operation and 
upkeep.  It was officially opened 
by Denise Hyland, the leader of 
the council.

Four electric motors allow the 
bridge to rotate 110 degrees in two 
minutes  to allow larger vessels to 
enter or leave Deptford Creek, a 

process which takes about half an 
hour and operated by staff from the 
nearby Creek Road lifting bridge.

The Royal Borough of 
Greenwich has also secured 
£350,000 funding to link up 
another section of Thames Path 
in the borough, to the east of the 
Thames Barrier where a detour 
away from the river via a housing 
estate and Woolwich Road is 
needed at present.

Deptford Creek bridged

continued on page 2 
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David Sharp was born 1 
March 1926 (St David’s 
Day) in Rochester - so he 

was a man of Kent.
There are moments in a life that 

somehow seem to define the whole 
future course it will take. The first 
of these came for David in 1948 
when as a young advertising designer 
working in Holborn, he saw a poster 
promoting a public meeting in 
Kingsway Hall.  Called jointly by the 
Ramblers’ Association and the Youth 
Hostels Association, it was calling on 
the new Labour government to find 
space in its crowded parliamentary 
timetable for a National Parks and 
Access to the Countryside bill.  
David turned up, and heard the 
redoubtable Tom Stephenson, the 
secretary of the Ramblers, holding 
forth on his favourite theme - the 
right to roam.  Tom was to be David’s 
lifelong role model, and that evening 
he realised firstly that he qualified as 
a ‘rambler’ and secondly there were 
issues to be tackled - paths to be 
protected, countryside likewise, and 
vast tracts of open countryside where 
no one was allowed to walk. At the 
back of the hall that evening he paid 
up and joined the embryo Ramblers’ 
Association.

A few years later the Ramblers 
formed one of their earliest groups 
in West London and David, then 
holed up in Earls Court, promptly 
signed up.  In no time a young 
Margaret (his future wife) acting 
as their social secretary, persuaded 
him to take on the secretary’s 
role - a position he held for some 
years until another stalwart, Jean 
Jefcoate - took over.  Somehow 
Tom Stephenson got to hear that 
one of his West London volunteers 
was an advertising designer.  
Leading a young campaigning 
organisation with a message to 
get across, an urgent need for 
more members and no cash to 
spend on professional services, 
this was joy to Tom’s ears, and in 
no time David was being called 
to design a new leaflet or poster.  
When Tom retired and handed 
over the top job to Chris Hall 
the commissions continued, and 
this long term voluntary offer 
of professional services not only 
contributed much to the growth 
of the association, but also led 
eventually to appointment as one 
of the association’s vice presidents.

The plot thickens.  By now David 
was not only a publicity expert but 
also an officer of the association’s 
Southern Area, a regional body.  
They had a mutual affiliation with 
another active interest - the River 
Thames Society - a link that gave 
the Ramblers a representative on 
their towpaths committee.  The 
committee met in Kew, not an easy 
spot to reach, and now David and 

Margaret had married and set up 
home in Barnes just down the river 
from Kew.  ‘You can easily pop 
down for a few meetings’ was the 
message.  Another of life’s turning 
points had been reached, without 
even being noticed.

David soon realised that the 
prime objective of the towpaths 
committee was the realisation of 
the old Thames towpath as a long 
distance walk.  Prior to the passing 
of that National Parks Act, this 
walk along the Thames had been 
listed along with the Pennine Way 
and others for recognition, but by 
the time a newly formed National 
Parks Commission could get to 
work on it, problems had cropped 
up.  Twenty-two of them in fact.  
The towpath crossed the Thames at 
all these points by means of a ferry, 
and in the post war climate none 
of them were operating.  So a once 
continuous walk along the river 
from Putney up to Lechlade was 
now disjointed - ending sometimes 
in a remote meadow and continuing 
out of reach on the other bank.  
Year by year it was obvious that 
officialdom would do nothing to 
tackle this problem.  In the words 
of one Thames enthusiast, this 
walk along the river looked like ‘an 
impossible dream’.

David decided to take action.  
There were surely ways to follow 
the Thames without needing these 
ferries.  So he set fellow ramblers to 
work surveying a route that used 
other paths near the river.  First 
result was a planning document 
circulated to authorities along the 
Thames valley in 1977.  Second step 
was to publish a modest 75p guide, 
written and illustrated by David, 
so that people could begin to walk 
this ramblers version of the Thames 
Walk. Years of campaigning 
followed, and the guide proved a 
best seller, going through several 
reprints.  Its popularity did much 
to persuade the Countryside 
Commission to set up a feasibility 
study and eventually to adopt the 
ramblers route as the next National 

Trail.  David’s walk went further 
than the early concepts, following 
remote paths up to the source at 
Thames Head, and by the time 
official status was gained, riverside 
access through London and 
docklands was beginning to open 
up with new development, so the 
National Trail version was extended 
down to the Thames Barrier.

It was at the  Barrier in 1996 
that the Thames Path was formally 
opened as a National Trail, and 
David was the obvious choice as 
author of the official guide.

But this was not the end of David’s 
involvement in long walks.  In 
1990 an enterprising Countryside 
Agency officer gathered a motley 
collection of enthusiasts together 
- all involved with creating green 
walks within London.  Another of 
David’s many involvements was as 
co-author of this publication and, 
sensing a news story, he came to the 
meeting.  It led to the formation 
of the London Walking Forum, 
bringing the walking interests of 
all the London authorities together.  
Here was a unique opportunity 
to do something ambitious - the 
Capital Ring and the 150-mile 
London LOOP.  The routes 
needed surveying - another job 
for the Ramblers - so soon David 
was chairing the working party 
bringing the two walks into reality.  
Eventually he wrote and illustrated 
with photographs the guide to 
that London LOOP, published by 
Aurum Press.

Both David and Margaret Sharp 
played a significant role in creating 
and running their local group, the 
Richmond Ramblers.

So David’s two big involvements 
- the Thames Path and London 
LOOP - have a certain affinity.  
Long walks that bring a sense of 
achievement and discovery, but 
without the daunting physical 
challenge of a Pennine Way.  Walks 
that can tempt a host of ordinary 
people to rediscover the simple 
pleasure of walking through our 
land.

The Walker Miles connection:  In 1929 
a series of bronze tablets giving the 
chief landmarks in the view at the top 
of the tower were installed on the 
battlements in memory of a legendary 
walker.  The inscription reads:  ‘These 
indicator tablets were provided by 
members and friends of the Federation 
of Rambling Clubs in grateful memory 
of Edmund Seyfang Taylor (Walker 
Miles) whose footpath rambles 
helped to make known the byways 
of the countryside.  Born 27 August 
1853.  Died 19 April 1908.  Buried in 
Godstone churchyard.  ‘Stare Super 
Vias Antiquas’ (Latin for ‘to stand upon 
the old ways’).  As well as the obvious 
landmarks pointed out there is ‘North 
Pole 2684 miles’.

David (left) by the Cutty Sark at Greenwich on the day of the Thames Path’s 
official opening in 1996.

Leith Hill 250

Old Father Thames 
– the creator of the Thames Path

me.  He assisted with the design 
of the Thames Down Trail logo.  
He regularly attended Surrey Area 
Council meetings until a couple of 

years ago.  I used to collect him from 
his home in Barnes or drop him 
back and would be invited in for tea 
and a piece of cake with Margaret.  

I will miss those journeys where 
we spent time planning our next 
campaign or moaning about the 
lack of support for activities.’

continued from page 1 

2015 marks the 250th 
anniversary of the building 
of Leith Hill Tower in the 

Surrey Hills.  It stands at the 
summit of Leith Hill making the 
top of the tower the highest point 
in south east England at just over 
1,000 feet (and higher than the 
Shard in London).

The tower was built in 1765-
66 for Richard Hull, a wealthy 
lawyer and onetime member of the 
Irish parliament who lived at nearby 
Leith Hill Place.  He rented the 
hilltop site from Sir John Evelyn 
of Gatton House and called the 
tower Prospect House. When Hull 
died in 1772 he was buried under 
the floor of the tower.  The tower 
was rebuilt in 1796 by William 
Philip Perrin who raised the height 
by another 20 feet and added a 
battlement but after the tower 
attracted ‘undesirable characters’ 
Perrin had the interior filled with 
rubble and concrete in 1800.

By 1863 ownership of the tower 
had returned to the Evelyn family at 
Gatton House.  W J Evelyn decided 
to reopen the tower but found this 
impossible as the rubble and cement 
used to fill it were too hard to remove.  
Instead he added the octagonal stair 
turret so that visitors could again 
reach the top.  He appointed the 
tower’s first guardian who served 
lunches, teas and ginger beer as well 
as showing visitors around.

In 1922 the tower was put up 
for sale by the Evelyn family and 
bought by W J MacAndrew who 

then donated the tower to the 
National Trust.  180 years after 
the tower’s interior was filled in the 
trust dug out the cement and rubble 
to reinstate the upper room as an 
information room.

Today the tower’s steep spiral 
staircase takes visitors to the top 
where there are magnificent views of 
London to the north and the Surrey 
and Sussex countryside to the south.  
Since 2013 the tower’s guardian, 
Mrs Julie Day of Tanhouse Farm, 
Newdigate, has welcomed the 
public every day of the year. 

The tower and ground level 
servery which sells hot and cold 
food and drink are open daily from 
10am - 3pm.  As part of the 250th 
anniversary celebrations this year 
the annual Coldharbour bonfire 
and fireworks display will be held at 
the tower (grid ref TQ 139431) on 
Friday 6 November.

The National Trust has produced this new 
Leith Hill Walks leaflet which is available 
from dispensers around the tower.

Wooden sculptures

Wooden sculptures 
of characters from 
Kenneth Grahame’s 

‘The Wind in the Willows’ 
feature on a new trail at Essex 
Wildlife Trust’s Hanningfield 
Reservoir visitor centre and 
nature reserve.  

The centre is beside the 870 
acre reservoir (at grid ref TQ 
725971) about three miles north 
east of Billericay.
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Escape from High Beach

Wild Swimming Walks 
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Defending Essex
Six trails have been 

developed in Essex around 
World War 2 defence sites 

as part of a European project 
which includes the French, 
Belgian and Dutch coasts.  

Around 750 (of more than 
3,000) such sites survive in the 
county and the trails which range 
from one to four and a half miles 
are at Bowers Gifford, Cudmore 
Grove, Fobbing, Ford End, 
Saffron Walden and Walton-on-
the-Naze.  Leaflets describing the 
routes and what there is to see 
can be picked up in local libraries 
and tourist information centres 
or downloaded from www.
worldwar2heritage.com.

Along the coastline from Point 
Clear to Walton-on-the Naze, the 
Martello Tower Trail looks at 
an earlier time when the county 
was thought vulnerable to attack 

from France in the early 1800s.  A 
leaflet is available locally or can 
be downloaded from http://www.
jaywickmartellotower.org/Walls-
and-Gardens/. 

In the south of the county 
the Two Forts Way follows 
the Thames for about three 
miles  between Tilbury Fort 
and Coalhouse Fort and, like 
the Martello Tower Trail,  has 
been developed by the European 
Union’s Walls and Gardens project 
which has brought together 22 
partners working to improve the 
preservation of fortified towns 
and sites.  The two forts were 
constructed 200 years apart with 
Tilbury Fort built in 1670 after the 
Dutch navy had carried out a raid 
on the Medway while Coalhouse 
Fort developed from around 1861 
in response to concerns about a 
French invasion.

Alexandra Palace looks out over north London.  An £18.8 million award from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund in March will refurbish and restore the building, including the 
theatre and BBC studios which have been derelict for 35 years.

Ally Pally walk
Alexandra Palace, the largest 

building in north London, 
is the starting point for a 

five mile walk across the borough 
of Haringey to Bruce Castle 
described in a folder produced 
by the Haringey Federation 
of Residents Associations and 
Haringey Friends of Parks Forum.

The route passes through eight 

conservation areas and 12 parks 
and green spaces before reaching 
the grade I listed Bruce Castle in 
Tottenham which serves as the 
borough’s museum.  Copies of 
the guide can be obtained from 
Haringey libraries or downloaded 
from http://haringeyfriendsofparks.
org.uk.  Thanks to reader Keith 
Southam for this information.

This beautiful, retro-styled 
book brings together 28 
walks which can be reached 

by train from London and can be 
combined with a swim in a lake, 
pond, river or the sea.  Examples 
include an eight-mile walk in 
Hertfordshire from Watton-at-
Stone to Hertford with a dip in the 
River Beane, or an 11-mile walk 
in Hampshire from Winchfield 
to Hook with the chance to 
swim in the River Whitewater or 
Basingstoke Canal.

Editor Margaret Dickinson 
explains in the introduction, ‘the 
aim is partly to support the wild 
swimming movement, but also to 
share with a wider public walks 
with swims we have enjoyed near 
London - walks that we hope will 
tempt those unsure about cold 
water as well as the dedicated 
wild swimmer’.   Margaret, a 
documentary film-maker and 
writer who campaigned to save 
swimming on Hampstead Heath, 
has skilfully brought together the 
walks contributed by members of 

the Heath’s Kenwood Ladies’ Pond 
Association to produce this unique 
guidebook.

Wild Swimming Walks (Wild 
Things Publishing) is available in 
good bookshops for £14.99.

You lucky readers of South East 
Walker however can get 30% off 
the price of the book, with free 
UK delivery (so £10.50 instead 
of £14.99).  Just go to www.
wildthingspublishing.com and 
enter ‘Wild Swimming Walks’ as 
the coupon code.

John Clare, the ‘peasant poet’ 
spent time at this building at 
High Beach in Epping Forest 

when it was Dr Matthew Allen’s 
private asylum.  

He arrived voluntarily in July 
1837 but absconded one day in 1841 
to walk to Helpston, six miles north 
of Peterborough, the village of his 
birth.  He made the trek, counting 
195,360 footsteps on the way, 

but was soon taken to Northampton 
Asylum where he stayed until his 
death in 1864.  A suggested 74-
mile walk from High Beach to 
Helpston in Clare’s footsteps using 
many long distance paths along 
the way is suggested at http://www.
clarecottage.org/pages/foot-chall in 
return for a donation.  The John 
Clare Society will be holding its 
annual festival at Helpston over the 

weekend of 10-12 July, the weekend 
closest to Clare’s birthday.

*  Found in the Fields – a set 
of 16 lithographs by Carry 
Akroyd relating to Clare’s poetry 
is touring various galleries 
including the Aldershot Military 
Museum (until 19 July) and Allen 
Gallery, Alton (mid December to 
mid January 2016).

Big vote for London green projects

More than 10,000 people 
voted in the Mayor of 
London’s Big Green 

poll earlier this year to select the 
green space project most 
deserving of funding.    Seven 
projects to transform local green 
spaces had been shortlisted for 
funding and Londoners were 
then asked to vote online for 
their favourite scheme.  After the 
votes were counted the mayor 
decided that because all seven 
schemes had proved popular, 
each should get a share of the 
£900,000 fund.

Top of the poll with 2,105 
votes was the Firs Farm Wetlands 
project in the borough of Enfield 
which will receive £175,000.  The 
project will create a substantial new 
wetland habitat at Firs Farm playing 
fields, an open space bordering 
Edmonton and Winchmore Hill.   
As well as reducing flood risk to 

nearby properties, it will open up 
the culverted Moore Brook and 
create new paths.

In second place with 1,754 
votes was The Duke’s River Link 
scheme straddling the boroughs 
of Richmond and Hounslow 
which has been awarded £157,000.  
This centres on the Duke of 
Northumberland’s River, a two 
mile long waterway from the River 
Crane in Twickenham to the 
Thames in Old Isleworth.   A series 
of projects will make the link more 
accessible by addressing the poor 
conditions of the existing paths, 
improve waymarking, enhance 
the ecology of the river corridor 
and produce on-site mapping and 
leaflets to promote the route.

The third most popular project 
with 1,727 votes was the Wetlands 
to Wetlands Greenway which will 
receive £120,000.  The project will 
create a signed and greener route 

between two new wetland wildlife 
sites being created by the London 
Wildlife Trust less than two miles 
apart at Woodberry Wetlands 
in Hackney and Walthamstow 
Wetlands in Waltham Forest.

Other projects include 
enhancements to the Thames Path 
Extension between Thamesmead 
and Woolwich (1,333 votes, award 
£122,500),  the Riding the Roding 
project which aims to create a 
new riverside cycling and walking 
path between Wanstead Park 
Road recreation ground and the 
Redbridge Roundabout to connect 
the north and south sections of the 
Roding Valley Way (1,278 votes, 
award £105,000), Stanmore Marsh 
restoration scheme in Harrow 
(980 votes, award £175,000) and 
improvements to access to Wandle 
Park in Croydon (849 votes, award 
£58,800).  

Fobbing Marshes, the largest remaining area of grazing marsh on the Essex 
bank of the Thames, was home to a decoy site built to lure German bombers 
away from the nearby Shell Haven oil installations during World War 2.

Coalhouse Fort, now a tranquil haven beside the Thames.
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I represent Ramblers nationally 
on the new Ridgeway Trail 
Partnership that is responsible 

for the promotion and development 
of the Ridgeway National Trail, 
and its maintenance.  

Importantly for Ramblers and 
others, our brief extends beyond the 
Ridgeway into its environmental 
corridor.  In essence that is the 
area that extends from the trail to 
and including the villages that are 
closest to the Ridgeway along its 
whole length.  The corridor includes 
the public rights of way that lead to 
and over the Ridgeway.  Inclusion 
of these approach routes in the 
Partnership’s brief increases the 
likelihood of improving them eg 
clearing overhanging vegetation and 
providing waymarking.  Volunteers 
will play a major role in this. 

We Ramblers with our path 
maintenance groups in addition 

to individuals, can make a key 
contribution, should we choose to 
do so.  Some of you may already 
do voluntary work with the several 
path maintenance groups of the 
Chiltern Society (also a member of 
the Partnership) who are likely to 
contribute to improvements in the 
Ridgeway corridor in the Chilterns 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB).  We Ramblers have some 
path maintenance groups in areas 
where the Ridgeway passes through 
the North Wessex Downs AONB.

If you are interested in volunteering 
for work on public rights of way in 
the Ridgeway corridor, or have views 
on it, or simply wish to be kept up to 
date on progress of the Partnership, 
let me know; I shall act as a conduit 
to the Trail Delivery Working 
Group, of which I am a member.

Dave Cavanagh
davecavanagh1000@gmail.com

Ridgeway signpost                                                                  Photo: Dave Cavanagh
Peter is presented with the Oxfordshire High Sheriff’s award for contributions to 
community life.                                                                    Photo: Mark Hemsworth

Honour for Thame 
& Wheatley rambler

OXFORDSHIRE

on-line
The Ridgeway:
new management, 
new opportunities

Thame & Wheatley group 
member and walks leader 
Peter Hetherington 

received a prestigious 
Oxfordshire High Sheriff ’s award 
for contributions to community 
life at a ceremony in Christ 
Church, Oxford, on 2 March.  

Peter was one of 20 people 
recognised by current High Sheriff, 
Tony Stratton.  He was nominated 
by Aston Rowant Parish Council, to 
acknowledge the work he has done 
for the environment, in particular 
serving for 25 years as Chairman 
of their Footpaths & Amenities 
Group.  In addition to promoting 
improvements in the countryside, 
last year, following five years leading 
a team of volunteers to secure 
sponsorship, grants and support, 
he was able to launch the Aston 
Rowant Discovery Trail, a five mile 
walk passing historic landmarks 
and marked with information 
boards.  Congratulations Peter!

Ruth Cornish

Two steps forward on England 
Coast Path plans for Kent
Step 1: Folkestone - Ramsgate
Approval for a new stretch of 
the England Coast Path from 
Folkestone through Dover, Deal 
and Pegwell Bay to Ramsgate was 
given by the Secretary of State on 
23 March.  This followed on from 
a Planning Inspectorate hearing of 
objections on 20 January.

The original proposals have 
been modified by the Secretary of 
State to include provision for an 
alternative route near Richborough 
Port, near Sandwich, which will 
follow the original proposals along 
Richborough Wharf, with an 
alternative route to be used during 
periods when the wharf and an 
area north of Kingfisher Sluice 
are being used ‘for commercial 
purposes incompatible with public 
access’. 

Work can now begin to open up or 
improve the 37-mile (59km) stretch 
of access along the well-known 
coastline.  This should be ready for 
walkers to enjoy when it is opened 
in 2016.

Kent County Council is now 
leading the work to prepare this 
new stretch of coast path for public 
use.  Their first step was to contact 
owners and occupiers to finalise 
the design and location of any new 
infrastructure, such as signs and 
gates.  The new walking rights will 
commence once the route has been 
established and any necessary works 

have been completed.
When officially opened, the 

route will provide, for the first 
time, new rights of access to coastal 
land including foreshore, beaches 
and cliffs: including areas where 
everyone can rest, relax and admire 
the view.  Crucially, the path will 
be able to ‘roll back’ should the 
cliffs erode or slip - enabling a 
replacement route to be put in place 
quickly if necessary, helping to 
maintain a continuous route along 
the coast.

The route includes the White 
Cliffs of Dover, one of our most 
familiar landmarks, along with 
Pegwell Bay national nature reserve.  
The trail will make extensive use 
of existing coastal paths such as 
the Saxon Shore Way, Stour Valley 
Walk, Thanet Coastal Path, and the 
North Downs Way national trail 
- and will improve access around 
the Stour estuary.  It will include 
new access to the historic site of 
Richborough port, which played 
a significant role in campaigns 
during both world wars; and will go 
through Sandwich town.

Kent Ramblers have welcomed 
the route approval.  Ian Wild who 
walked the entire Kent coastline for 
Kent Area said; ‘We are delighted 
that the route has been approved 
and that a solution has been 
found to deal with the situation at 
Richborough’. 

Step 2: Ramsgate - Whitstable
In addition, on 25 March Natural 
England launched an eight week 
consultation period on proposals 
to improve public access along 
a 25-mile (41 km) stretch of coast 
between Ramsgate and Whitstable.  
This route includes the famous 
resort towns of Ramsgate, 
Broadstairs and Margate along 
with iconic Reculver Castle.  The 
route also ascends the cliff via the 
39 Steps, made famous in John 
Buchan’s novel of the same name 
and ends in the picturesque town 
of Whitstable.  The trail will make 
extensive use of existing coastal 
paths including the Viking Coastal 
Trail, Oyster Bay Trail and Thanet 
Coast Path.  It has improved access 
in places such as Kingsgate where a 
new path will take walkers off the 
busy coast road.

As well as recommending new 
sections to the route, the report 
outlines improvements to existing 
access to the coast between 
Ramsgate and Whitstable with 
proposals for identifying a clear and 
continuous waymarked walking 
route, bringing some sections of 
the existing coastal path closer to 
the sea and linking some places 
together for the first time.

Proposals for the Camber to 
Folkestone section of the coast were 
published in September 2014 and a 
decision is expected later this year.

Rainham 
Hall opens

Walkers on the London 
Loop path will have 
glimpsed Rainham 

Hall but are unlikely to have 
visited as the house in the borough 
of Havering has had very limited 
opening for the public.

That will change in August when 
a project to restore the house and 
gardens is completed, the stables 
become a café and the coach house a 
workshop for local craftspeople.  The 
hall dates back to 1729 when it was 
built for merchant and sea captain 
John Harle who had shrewdly bought 
nearby Rainham Wharf and had the 

River Ingrebourne dredged to allow 
trading vessels to reach it from the 
Thames.  The house remained in 
the Harle family until 1895 and 
passed to the National Trust in 
1949.  The current project has been 
made possible by funding from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, landfill 
companies and Havering council.

Behind the scaffolding work goes on to 
restore Rainham Hall.

The London Thames Path 

Illustrator and author David 
Fathers has crammed 
this guidebook to the 

Thames Path through London 
with information and delightful 
illustrations.  

Routes along both north 
and south banks of the 
river between Putney Bridge 
and the Thames Barrier - 
about 40 miles of walking in 
total - are covered with each 
double page showing the 
distance covered so you can 
plan your own tour.  Published 
in May by Francis Lincoln 
(ISBN 9780711235533, 
£9.99) it follows on from the 
author’s equally beautiful 
and informative guide to the 
Regent’s Canal.  
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Parish Path Warden workshop

The fifth Parish Path 
Warden workshop was 
held at Yarnton village 

hall on 28 March, attended by 18 
wardens drawn from the various 
Ramblers groups in the county.

The workshops have been 
organised by the Area in 
partnership with the county 
council’s Countryside Access 
team.  In the morning I gave a 

talk on using the county’s online 
Definitive Map and Statement 
and also on using the interactive 
countryside access map.  This 
was followed by a discussion on 
using the new Parish Path Warden 
Guidelines and the system for 
reporting path problems to the 
Countryside Access team.  After 
coffee the main speaker was Dan 
Weeks, County Field Officer for 

West Oxfordshire and the City of 
Oxford, who explained his role in 
maintaining the public rights of 
way network in his area.

In the afternoon there was 
a practical session, led by Dan 
Weeks and Arthur McEwan-
James, Assistant County Field 
Officer, when the wardens walked 
a number of footpaths in the 
parish of Yarnton.  This provided 
the opportunity to observe and 
comment on aspects of the quality 
of path infrastructure such as 
stiles, bridges and gates.  Other 
issues that came to light were path 
reinstatements across arable fields 
and small deviations from the 
definitive route.

At present nearly 80% of the 
county’s 320 parishes have a Parish 
Path Warden in place, including 
those parishes where path 
representatives of the Chiltern 
Society and the Cotswold Wardens 
act in that capacity.  Volunteers are 
still being sought to become Parish 
Path Wardens in those parishes 
that are still without one.  For 
further information please contact 
me at jmh.parke@btinternet.com.

Jim Parke
Area Parish Path Warden 

Network Administrator
Arthur McEwan-Jones, Assistant Field Officer, discusses new gate installation at 
Yarnton.                                                                                           Photo: Jim Parke

Diversions and claims

There have been no 
new consultations on 
claims or diversions 

coming from the county 
council.  

However, I have had various 
requests resulting from closure 
or threatened closure of well-
used paths whether definitive 
or not from other organisations, 
most notably a public space 
protection order under the 2014 
Act on Oxford footpath 116 
(opposite the Thames towpath 
from Folly Bridge).  I have 
also been contacted about a 
path in Yarnton Manor which 
is now being claimed by the 
parish council, and a network 
of paths in Kidlington over 
which everybody seems to have 
walked anywhere along a field 
edge.  In this case I have advised 
that the claims are restricted to 
those which actually go from A 
to B (eg the church) and don’t 
duplicate existing paths.

Other matters

It turns out that the barbed 
wire fortification on 
Tetsworth footpath 52 was 

first reported in July 2010.  
I am hoping that this will be 

removed within the next year or 
so as part of a blitz on this area 
of Tetsworth, which is a mess.  
The paths were diverted between 
fences which became hedges, 
which have grown outwards 
and met in the middle, creating 
impenetrable jungle.

The Deregulation Act has now 
passed all parliamentary stages 
and received the Royal Assent on 
26 March.  Amongst other things 
it seems that the Act provides 
for simplified procedures for 
modification orders.  The need 
for the claimant to contact owners 
is removed, and it is made simpler 
for authorities to correct errors.  It 
is also possible for owners to apply 
for diversion of a claimed route.  I 
am not sure how this would work 
in practice.

David Godfrey
Area Footpath Secretary

Footpath news

Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers have 
replaced stiles with three kissing gates 
and one wooden gate on the route 

known as the Lark Rise to Candleford path, 
a route which attracts many people because 
of its links with the author Flora Thompson 
who was born at Juniper Hill (which she 
fictionalised as Lark Rise) in 1876. 

The gates were installed by the Countryside 
Access team at Oxfordshire County Council

following a successful bid for £800 by 
affiliated flexigroup Blitz & Klean.  The wooden 
gate has been installed at Juniper Hill to allow 
easy access but the original stile has been left for 
those wishing to use it.  Our aim is to provide 
ramblers with an authentic experience over the 
length of the footpath while improving overall 
accessibility so that ramblers of all ages and 
abilities can enjoy it.

Mike Sargeant
Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers

On 8 February, Bicester 
& Kidlington members 
enjoyed an unusual 

walk around Oxford where 
Barry, who grew up in the city, 
showed them some of the lesser-
known sites.

They started at the Martyrs’ 
Memorial in St Giles’, which 
commemorates the burning of three 
Anglican bishops, Hugh Latimer, 
Nicholas Ridley and Thomas 
Cranmer, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, for their religious faith, 
before taking a short walk to the 
site of the burnings in Broad Street.  
They moved on to the Turf Tavern to 
read of the famous who have drank 
there including Bill Clinton.  In New 
College Lane they saw the house of 
Edmond Halley, the astronomer, 
and in High Street found the plaque 
for scientists Robert Hooke and 
Robert Boyle.  Boyle lived in this 

street between 1655 and 1668 where 
he devised Boyle’s Law.  His assistant 
Hooke, built a microscope which led 
to the identification of the living cell.  
The group also discovered in Merton 
College wall in Christ Church 
Meadow, a plaque commemorating 
James Sadler’s first British balloon 
ascent in 1784.  At St Aldate’s police 
station they viewed a plaque marking 
the fictional workplace of Inspector 
Morse and discovered an almost 
abandoned plaque on the back wall 
of the Westgate marking the site of 
the friary where Roger Bacon stayed.

The group also visited the 12th 
century St Thomas the Martyr’s 
church dedicated to St Thomas 
Becket.  After visiting the pavement 
plaque in front of the Said Business 
School remembering the Rowley 
Road railway station it was time for a 
well-earned pub lunch.

Mary Gough

For the last few winters 
Henley & Goring Group 
has been walking long 

distance linear routes over five 
weekends in the autumn and 
winter months.  

Having done all the walks within 
reasonable driving distance we 
looked for other ideas and in the 
winter of 2013-14 we did a series 
of ridge walks.  This winter (2014-
15) we decided to repeat the South 
Downs Way so that people who 
had joined since our 2008 walk 
could enjoy this wonderful long 
distance path.  They did!  We also 
offered thee more Ridges weekends 
to try walks in different areas.  Our 
first was a self-catering weekend 
in Dorset (which we wrote about 

in the last SEW), followed by the 
Cotswolds and Black Mountains.

In January we went to 
Gloucestershire staying at 
the Beacon & Railway Inn at 
Haresfield, which we can totally 
recommend.  We did two circular 
walks of about 11 miles each, using 
the Cotswold escarpment.  We 
walked across Selsley Common 
and Woodchester Park in beautiful 
sunshine.  How lucky can you be?  
On Sunday after a very comfortable 
night at the inn we drove the short 
way up to Haresfield Beacon 
where our circular walk took us 
to Painswick for lunch then across 
the valley into Standish Wood.  
By the time we returned, the car 
park was packed with cars of other 

walkers also taking advantage of 
this beautiful location on a bright 
January day.

A cold March weekend found us 
in the Black Mountains staying in 
the Half Moon Hotel at Llanthony.  
There were two superb ridge walks 
of about 10 miles each.  Heavy rain 
on the Friday meant that the Black 
Mountains had turned white with 
fresh snow on the ridges; lovely to 
look at but the combination of this 
and a chilly wind encouraged a 
brisk pace and a short picnic lunch 
in the porch of a valley church.  
The views were wonderful and the 
fields full of new born lambs a joy 
to see. 

Joan Clark and Susan Maguire
Henley & Goring Ramblers

The Turf Tavern, one of Oxford’s hidden gems.    
                     Photo: Mike Sargeant

New gates for 
literary path

Oxford’s hidden gems
On the ridge above Llanthony.                                               Photo: Richard Miller 

Winter walking
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Heading into the 
unknown on a 
late winter Friday 

afternoon, five of us from the 
Chiltern 20s-30s Walking 
Group arrived at the youth 
hostel on the outskirts of 
Okehampton for a navigational 
course.  We were very pleased on 
arrival to discover that we had a 
bunkhouse to ourselves which 
was set in a lovely countryside 
location.  We headed down 
into town for a delicious curry 
before returning and playing 
pool and relaxing.

We woke up bright and early on 
Saturday morning to the lovely 
smell of our chef whipping us up a 
full English breakfast.  Showered 
and with a full stomach at 9am 
prompt our instructor Ed arrived 
full of joy.  Most of the morning 
was spent going through the 
basics of  the Ordnance Survey 
map, the features on it as well 
as different ways of navigating, 
before heading out on the moor 
for a bit of practice.  We then 
proceeded to do a short walk 
practising the techniques we 
learnt in the classroom  such as 
hand railing, pacing and setting 
target points which was broken 
up by a packed lunch.  We 
finished in a quiet pub to talk 
through what we had learnt and 
the homework we had for the 
rest of the afternoon!  Back at 
the hostel our task was to each 
plan a short route out and then 
write a route card which would 
describe our whole route in easy 
to understand short sections.  
Later in the evening our fantastic 
chef returned and made lasagne 
and garlic bread for dinner.  The 

rest of our evening was spent 
chatting and having a couple of 
drinks whilst listening to the rain 
pouring down outside.

We were all up bright and early 
on Sunday and after another 
filling breakfast Ed arrived and 
reviewed our evening’s work in 
great detail.  Then it was back 
to the moors where we tackled 
another walk to take us to the 
highest point on Dartmoor.  This 
time we took it in turns to map 
read using the appropriate method 
for the situation.  Lunch was had 
near the top in the shelter of one 
of the many tors on Dartmoor.  As 
we got towards the top the dark 
clouds were building, and after 
an obligatory photo on top of the 
trig point we started our descent 
and this was when the weather 
really closed in with horizontal 
rain and hail pounding our faces.  
Needless to say we didn’t take too 
long getting down, and as we did 
so looking back you could not see 
the hill we were on before as it was 
hidden by low cloud.  Arriving 
back at the hostel, soaked to the 
skin but triumphant, Ed gave the 
excellent news that we had all 
achieved a bronze award!

From there we all had a lovely 
hot shower and drink before 
packing and going our separate 
ways home.  I would recommend 
this weekend to anyone who 
wants to improve their map-
reading skills or start from scratch 
as it is a great way of learning a 
lot whilst seeing a wonderful part 
of the country.  We all had such 
a good time to the extent we are 
planning on returning to try for 
the silver award.

Trevor Wild

Ramblers volunteers around 
the country contributed 
the equivalent of almost 

£1 million last year through their 
time and efforts improving the 
countryside and footpaths.  

Bill Piers, recently co-opted to the 
Area Executive Committee, is keen 
to recruit a new team of volunteers 
to undertake footpath work in 
Buckinghamshire.  Initially, 
this will be an informal group, 
meeting a few times a month and 
working as an Area activity under 
the direction of Buckinghamshire 
County Council.  The Chiltern 
Society has long been active in this 
way in the AONB and it is likely 
we will work mainly in the north 
of the county. 

Bill has many years of experience 

of replacing or repairing path 
furniture, initially as Parish Paths 
Partnership co-ordinator in Aston 
Clinton, but has now moved to 
Haddenham.  He has his own tools 
but, as the team grows, it would be 
possible for the Area to buy further 
tools as necessary.

It is envisaged that the 
primary work, at least initially, 
will involve the installation of 
gates.  The county council will 
have undertaken the necessary 
negotiations with landowners, and 
will supply the materials.  Those 
taking part will be covered by 
Ramblers’ insurance for personal 
accident and civil liability claims.  
(Personal accident cover, but not 
medical cover, is available for work 
parties, but not for group walks, 

and is subject to an upper age limit 
of 80 years.)

Installing a gate only requires 
two or three volunteers and Bill 
envisages perhaps two or three 
days work a month, so volunteers 
need not be concerned that they 
are letting themselves in for a huge 
commitment.  If the numbers of 
volunteers builds up we might also be 
able to undertake other types of work 
such as clearance of undergrowth.

Please consider whether, 
in these times of budgetary 
constraint, you might be able 
to offer a little of your time to 
help keep our footpath network 
useable.  If so, please contact Bill 
at williamjsbpiers@gmail.com or 
07799 110128.

John Esslemont

With our certificates. 

This fiendishly difficult to traverse single-high-step-only stile 
on the route from Haddenham to Thame was crying out for 
attention.                                                          Photo: Bill Piers

In 90 minutes two of us transformed the stile (three volunteer 
man hours).  Good fun and very satisfying.  It might not quite 
meet British Standards but it’s easily negotiable and far safer 
than before.                                                      Photo: Bill Piers

Five go to 
Okehampton

Footpath problem 
resolution

News from Bucks, Milton Keynes and West Middlesex

BUCKS
briefs

Our Thames Path group in March.                                                Photo: Elise Harvey 

Off to the source
We commenced walking 

the Thames Path in 
February 2014 at the 

Woolwich barrier and reached 
Reading, the half way point, in 
October.

 We walked every third week 
and included coffee and lunch 
breaks together with a visit to a 
place of interest.  30 people joined 
in the stretch from London Bridge 
to Battersea and we regularly saw 
groups of 20+.  The lowest figure 
recorded was the result of a train 

cancellation but even then 11 
people made it and completed the 
walk, thanks to a member who took 
over as leader for the day.  During 
the winter months we organised 
walks in the Limehouse Basin and 
Golders Green and Hampstead 
areas to keep the group motivated.  
Who knows what we will plan once 
the Thames Path is completed!

Our group, which has settled 
at around 15 walkers, reached 
the bridge between Pangbourne 
and Whitchurch at the end of the 

first 2015 walk in March.  This 
bridge is one of only two over the 
Thames which still charge tolls.  
It was a glorious day which called 
for sunglasses to be worn but we 
have been very fortunate with 
the weather to date and hope that 
our luck continues.  If anyone is 
interested in joining us for the rest 
of the way or just for a day then we 
would be happy to see you - check 
for details on the Ramblers website.

Elise Harvey
Hillingdon Ramblers
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It’s been a year 
since I wrote 
the first article 

on my adventures 
walking around the 
long distance path 
that circles the lovely 
Chiltern hills, which is 
the stomping ground 
for our group.  It was 
my intention to do an 
update on my progress 
but as with everything 
time and tide wait for 
no walker, and before 
I knew it I finished the 
route!

At the time of writing 
my last article I was half 
way around the main 
section, with quite a few 
miles to go.  From then we 
carried on heading north 
towards Luton, which was 
the location for the two 
longest walks which were 
both 22 miles in length 
and involved walking part 
of the main route and half 
of the northern extension 
on return on both walks 
on one very wet day and 
one very hot.

After that we had one 
more walk to get back 
to Hemel where we 

started a year earlier.  To 
celebrate I hosted a pub 
night and enjoyed a lovely 
evening.  The following 
walks involved walking 
the Berkshire loop then 
followed by the southern 
extensions which were 
both just as scenic as the 
previous walks.  The last 
two walks went either 
side of Goring on Thames 
which I decided would 
make a great weekend 
away.  So we walked 12 
miles each day, stayed in a 
hotel and went for a meal 
at an Indian restaurant in 
Goring.

I have been the 
only group member to 
complete every stage but 
Paul Rhodes has come 
very close, only missing 
two walks.  I have loved 
walking the whole series 
and there has not been a 
bad walk, each one being 
different with excellent 
views and shared with 
great friends.   All I need 
do now is work out what 
is next!

Trevor Wild
Chilterns 20s30s 

Walkers

On 8 February, eight 
intrepid members 
of the Chilterns 

Weekend Walkers (Nik 
Bolton, Jane Hagger, Richard 
Llewellyn, Gillian Notton, 
Gerry Paine, Sandra Rooney, 
Linda Szuk and myself) set 
off on an adventure with 
some trepidation.  Would it 
be too cold?  Was our gear the 
right sort?  Would we be able 
to do it without falling over 
every two minutes? 

All these questions were 
answered in the following 
week.  No, Yes and Maybe.  
Gerry was our Saga holiday 
representative which, in this 

instance, referred to Snowshoe 
Alps - Great Adventure!

We had booked with the 
Chalet Savoy in Les Houches 
near Chamonix for the harder 
snowshoe programme.  We 
were well looked after by our 
hosts Elaine and Oliver (and 
not forgetting Dylan the dog).  
Oliver guided our walks and 
Elaine kept us fed over the 
week.  Every evening we came 
home to Elaine’s legendary 
home-made cakes and a hot tub 
with one of the finest views in 
the world!

It wasn’t cold except in the 
morning and when getting 
out of the hot tub.  In fact we 

had a very sunny week with 
snow falling only on our last 
day.  We explored Alpine 
valleys, climbed to mountain 
plateaux and peaks in three 
countries and enjoyed some of 
the finest vistas in the Alps.  
We had five days of walking 
which included a walk in the 
dramatic Ferret valley in Italy 
stopping for a hot chocolate 
in a mountain refuge.  We 
climbed to the Bonatti Refuge 
(2020m) to admire a stunning 
panorama of the Grandes 
Jurasse and the Italian side of 
Mont Blanc.  Another day we 
drove up the hill featured in 
Lance Armstrong’s last Tour 

de France to arrive at the sleepy 
village of Romme (1300m) 
from where we commenced our 
climb to the peak.  Arriving 
there 1400m over the Arve 
valley was an inspirational 
experience.  We had a scenic 
drive over two mountain passes 
into Switzerland then to climb 
the Arpille (2085m) affording 
far reaching views up the 
Rhone valley.

On our day off many of 
us went to the glacier Mer de 
Glace which we could walk 
inside.  This again was another 
memorable experience on this 
trip of so many memories.

Anne Mograby

Our eight intrepid athletes on the Snowshoe Alps Great Adventure.     Photo: Anne Mograby

Jane Turner receives her prize from Peter Spinks

Snowshoeing in the Alps Completion  
of the Chiltern 
Way and all  
the extensions!

Aylesbury logo
At the latter part of 

last year the group 
decided that it would 

be useful to have our own 
identity which could be easily 
recognised amongst other local 
groups and organisations.  We 
launched a logo competition 
which attracted 12 entries, the 
majority having a common 
theme, the Aylesbury duck.

This was not surprising since the 
duck has been associated with the 
town since the 18th century, when 
they were bred in the cottages of 
local villages and by local breeders.  
The flavour and texture were 
considered to be so good that they 
were mentioned by Mrs Beeton 
in her 1861 book of Household 
Management.  By the early 19th 
century there were regular supplies 
of duck being sent to London 
by cart and packhorse until the 
railway came to the town.

Demand dropped following the 
First World War when the feed and 
luxury meat became too expensive, 
but the duck is still bred today 
by Richard Waller of Chesham.  
Richard’s family have been 
breeding ducks since the 1880s 

and he is now the only remaining 
supplier of the true Aylesbury duck.

The duck logo actually had its 
roots established by Aylesbury 
Brewery Company which used the 
duck in its main company logo from 
1895.  The duck was again used 
in a logo when Aylesbury United 
football club was established in 
1897, and the club is still known 
locally as The Ducks.

So now when we are walking 
in the Aylesbury area and see 
local villages with ponds we can 
be reminded of the origins of our 
new logo.  Congratulations to Jane 
Turner, who won the competition, 
received a bottle of bubbly, and put 
boots on our duck!

Peter Spinks
Publicity Officer

Aylesbury & District Ramblers
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the English landscape and nature 
for years to come’.

The Reverend Gilbert White 
was a naturalist, scientist, 
writer, gardener, clergyman and 
countryman.  His delightful book 
about the nature and countryside 
surrounding his beloved village in 
the South Downs - ‘The Natural 
History of Selborne’ (1789) - is one 
of the most popular books in the 
English language and has never 
been out of print.  ‘Gilbert White’s 
book, more than any other, has 
shaped our everyday view of the 
relations between humans and 
nature’, says Richard Mabey, 
naturalist and White’s biographer.

Rosemary is hoping that, 
through her long walk from the 
Hampshire corner of the South 
Downs to Oxford, Gilbert White 
will get the attention he justly 
deserves.  Said Rosemary: ‘How 
many people know that he was 
a great man, a scientist, a writer 
of genius, a lover of nature and 
gardens, someone who could 
classify ‘little brown birds’ by 
their songs into different species, 
had a delightful sense of humour 
and cared deeply about the poor?  
He is considered to be the ‘father 
of ecology’ because of his ground-
breaking discoveries through the 
study of weather, plants and ‘wild 
things’.  Even Charles Darwin 
claimed that he stood on the 
shoulders of White and made a 
pilgrimage to Selborne in 1857.’

White is famous for the way 
he studied - making minute 
observations over a long period 
from his garden as well as from his 
walks and rides in the countryside 
near his home noticing things - 
like the fact that owls hoot in B 
flat!  Said Simon Barnes, writing 
in The Times on 1 June 2013, 
White invented three entire 
sciences: ecology, ethology and 
phenology (the study of recurring 
events) which is of immense 

relevance now, as climate change 
has become one of the most 
pressing issues facing the planet 
... he saw the connections and the 
connectedness.  He understood 
the way it all fits together.’

Rachel Shimell

*  The Gilbert White & the Oates 
Collections at Selborne are open 
Tuesdays to Sundays (plus bank 
holidays and Mondays in July 
and August). Nearest railway 
stations are Alton and Liss. More 
details from: 01420 511275/www.
gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk

Rosemary Irwin, 
Chairman of the 
trustees of Gilbert 

White’s Museum in Selborne, 
Hampshire, was given a great 
send-off on 27 April as she 
started her 74-mile walk to 
Oxford in the footsteps of 
the pioneering 18th century 
naturalist.  For Rosemary this 
was an opportunity to fulfil a 
long held ambition to trace the 
journey White made many times 

during his days as a fellow of 
Oriel College, though probably 
by horseback along what are 
now busy roads.   

Leading the start was Gilbert 
White himself on horseback 
(or rather Ronnie Davidston-
Houston, dressed in full 18th 
century costume) and Captain 
Oakes, leading a pony and 
dressed in Antarctic gear (played 
by Captain Oates great nephew 
Bryan Oates.  Oates is celebrated 

alongside Gilbert White at the 
museum).  Clare Francis, author 
and herself an explorer as a single-
handed yachtswoman, started 
the walk with Rosemary and her 
supporters.

Said Rosemary: ‘This walk is 
all about making Gilbert White’s 
huge contribution to natural 
history and science better known, 
and to raise money to help us 
renovate the museum so that we 
can continue to fascinate lovers of 

The start of the walk

A walk in  
Gilbert White’s 
footsteps

Our group specialises in short walks and through 
the winter months we tend to visit wonderful 
areas of London.

One of these took us around the St Pauls and Holborn area 
and taking in Lincoln’s Inn.  Then, joy oh joy, a visit to a 
pancake shop!  At Christmas time we enjoyed a walk through 
the less-crowded streets to enjoy the spectacle of lights and 
atmosphere with the leader even taking seasonal drinks and 
mince pies.  On a cold dark day we watched from the Thames 
Path as the flotilla in homage to Sir Winston Churchill passed 
and we saw Tower Bridge open for it.  It was a very special 
time and we went on to enjoy a super lunch amid the city 
crowd.  Much research and hard work goes into all these trips 
and although we do thank our leaders after each walk we 
would be thrilled if they could read how much we appreciate 
them and look forward to their walks in the future.

Pauline Macfarlane
Lea Valley Friends Walking Group

Thank 
you 
leaders

Our pancake walk took us past the Old Curiosity Shop in Portsmouth Street.  It is thought to have provided Charles Dickens with 
inspiration for his novel.                                                                                                                         Photo: Pauline Macfarlane

Rosemary’s Walk
Day 1
Selborne - Shaldon  
8 miles

Day 2
Shalden - Newnham  
9 miles

Day 3
Newnham - Beech Hill  
9 miles

Day 4
Beech Hill - Sulhamstead  
8 miles

Day 5
Rest day

Day 6
Sulhamstead - Goring  
11 miles

Day 7
Goring - Dorchester  
12 miles

Day 8
Dorchester - Abingdon 
9miles

Day 9
Abingdon - Oxford  
9 miles
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The last week of March 
saw 54 members of West 
Essex Ramblers on a 

week’s holiday in Portugal with 
Ramblers Worldwide Holidays 
and their three great leaders, 
Tina, Mark and Steve.

The aim was to walk the most 
attractive parts of the Algarve 
Way, the most westerly extension 
of the European walking route E4/
GR13.  We started in Alcoutim, 
just across the border from Spain, 
initially staying in the attractive 
riverside town of Tavira.  At the 
half-way stage we moved on to 
a hill-side hotel above Albufeira 

from where, by the end of seven 
days, we reached the final part of 
the route at Cape St Vincent, by 
the lighthouse set high above the 
cliffs.

There was a sense of celebration 
when we reached the lighthouse 
with our trusty coach drivers 
waiting to greet us with bottles 
of red and white port and biscuit 
nibbles.  Along the route we had 
visited interesting towns such as 
Silves and unspoilt villages, enjoyed 
flowering cistus bushes under cork 
oaks, as well as numerous other 
wild flowers.  One feature of this 
holiday we will never forget were 

the storks nesting on chimneys 
and electricity pylons - we would 
always look out for them en route 
to our walks.

The weather was kind, though 
occasionally blustery at high points 
and, most importantly, no rain.  
Our final treat was to have several 
hours in the old town of Faro in 
brilliant sunshine before our flight 
home.

Pat Juchau

This one-week holiday is also 
available to individuals – see the 
Ramblers Worldwide Holidays 
brochure for details.

Modern day living 
exerts its pressure 
upon us in many 

ways, lack of time, work/
family commitments and 
looking for something new.

In order to make adjustment 
for fast pace lifestyle, entice 
new members and energise 
our interest, many groups 
in Essex Area are engaged 
in unconventional walk 
programmes such as early 
morning walks, moonlight 
walks in Epping Forest, theme 
walks and evening ‘wooden 
sculpture trail’ in forest (West 
Essex).  These short walks are 
creative and engaging.  Benefit 
of early morning walk is you 
get to hear the chorus of birds, 
see the flora and fauna reflected 
in gentle morning light and 
the whole day is then free to 
do as you please.  In contrast, 
moonlight walks, after all the 
day’s chores, are an experience 
never to be forgotten.

Here is what Eve 
Gentilhomme (Redbridge) 
says: ‘As a leader, it is always 
challenging to find new walks, 
especially local ones.  The same 
paths, trodden over and over 
again - so why not try walking 
at different times of day?

Walking early in the morning 
is a completely new experience.  
There is no one around, the 
whole place is serene and the 

light more radiant, the air 
crisper and Wanstead Park is 
alive with birdsong.  It is a great 
sensation, it really feels like you 
are seizing the new day.  At the 
end of the walk we all sat down 
together for breakfast in a local 
pub.

As for the night walk, that 
was quite exhilarating.  After 
the initial few hesitant steps 
across Chingford Plain, it is 
amazing how quickly we got 
used to walking in the dark.  
All the senses are enhanced: 
concentration is heightened, 
night vision kicks in and the 
sense of smell deepens.  It is all a 
bit scary, wondering if the cows 
are going to be standing around 
the next corner or hearing some 
scuffle in the bushes, but there is 
so much to see, the shimmering 
of Connaught Water, the outline 
of the trees, the distant town.  It 
was wonderful and, when we 
went for a meal at the end, I was 
asked to find a walk in a darker 
part of the forest for next time!

We love walking, enjoy the 
splendour of nature, are thrilled 
by the sight of deer in the forest 
at night, and the radiance of 
wildflowers in the morning sun.  
Those who have come on these 
innovative short walks have 
enjoyed them immensely.

Mohammed Moazzam
Essex Area Media 

Coordinator
A blustery descent on the Algarve Way.                                                                                                               Photo: Jan Latham

West Essex Ramblers 
on the Algarve Way

Thinking  
‘out of the box’

In April 2004, I wrote 
about a hard won 
footpath diversion 

that has resulted in a 
pleasant and very well-used 
public right of way on the 
outskirts of Aylesbury.

The background to the 
diversion came about when 
the developers of the large 
Coldharbour Farm/Fairford 
Leas housing estate indicated 
that existing public right of 
way across fields would be 
replaced by an unattractive 
zig-zag route on new roads 
through the houses.  Members 
of the Aylesbury and District 
Ramblers Group preferred a 
more straightforward route 
through a ‘buffer zone’ on 

the edge of the development.  
After numerous meetings 
with developers, councils 
and planning authorities the 
new route was agreed in the 
autumn of 2000 and finally 
came into use in summer 
2002 as Coldharbour FP1.  
The path is part of the 
‘Round Aylesbury Walk’ 
and is a direct route to the 
Thame Valley Walk, North 
Bucks Way, Midshires Way 
and Bernwood Jubilee Trail 
at nearby Eythrope.

The ‘then and now’ 
photographs here show firstly 
the situation in January 
2004 (soon after the planting 
of the mixed trees and 
shrubs that were part of the 

original proposal) and then 
the situation in September 
2014 when the greenery had 
established itself and softened 
the original harshness of the 
housing development.  I can 
assure readers that these are 
identical locations.

The vegetation is regularly 
cut and trimmed and has 
certainly enhanced this path 
for every level of walker.  It 
can also be used as part of 
a pleasing 3.5 mile off-road 
streamside walk round the 
housing estate.

Mike Roe
Footpath Checker

Aylesbury and District 
Ramblers

This was Coldharbour Footpath 1 (at grid ref SP 800134) in January 2004.             Photo: Mike Roe

The same spot again in September 2014.                                                             Photo: Mike Roe

Beneficial path 
diversions in 
Aylesbury –  
ten years on
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Our members have 
enjoyed a good 
variety of walks over 

the last few months, both close 
to home and a little further 
afield.  

In February, 15 members 
travelled to Grafham for a very 
pleasant circuit of the reservoir, 
the mild weather on that 
occasion whetting our appetites 
for approaching spring.  And 
that trend has continued with the 
ground drying out and the sun 

shining on us as we’ve revisited 
some favourite locations such as 
Rushmere Park, Codicote and 
Woburn.  In early April, 10 of us 
took the train for another of our 
London walks - this time we gave 
our lungs a good workout with a 
tour around Highgate village, 
followed by a rather more gentle 
walk along the Capital Ring 
from Highgate Wood to Hendon 
- again a mild sunny day.

Our Wednesday walks are 
proving very popular with 

attendances generally higher 
than those on a Sunday.  Two 
recent Wednesdays have seen us 
using the bus to enable us to do 
a linear walk.  In February we 
travelled from Luton to Barton, 
giving us a four mile return 
walk, and then in April 20 of 
us boarded the bus in Barton 
to travel to Silsoe, much to the 
interest of regular passengers.  
After comments including ‘It’s 
a load of hikers’ as we got on, 
they were quite interested in 

our walk though I don’t think 
we will have recruited any new 
members!  However, a very 
enjoyable six mile walk back to 
Barton followed our exchanges.

We have a regular social 
calendar and early February 
saw our annual dinner, enjoyed 
by 29 members.  We returned 
to the Chiltern Hotel in Luton 
for the second year, and again 
experienced good food and 
service.  Plans are afoot for both 
an outdoor quiz in the summer 

and our popular quiz night later 
in the year.

Last but not least, maybe Lea 
& Icknield can claim a record 
for having the oldest leader?  
Congratulations to David 
Henden, who celebrated his 
90th birthday in March.  David 
regularly leads walks for us, 
and puts many of us younger 
members to shame as he strides 
up the hills. Long may he 
continue to walk with us! 

Rosemary Hasker

There is an old saying that 
success breeds success 
and the Bedfordshire 

Walking Festival proves the 
truth of that old saying.  

Now in its seventh year the 
festival has not only raised 
awareness of our Ramblers 
groups but has highlighted 
the great network and good 
condition of our public paths 
and just how much there is to 
explore.  Each year has seen more 
people participating and more 
visitors coming from outside the 
county.  After seven years the 
organisers are still finding new 
and interesting walks and have 
seen the 40-mile Greensand 
Ridge Walk challenge bring back 
participants year after year.  This 
year’s festival is no exception with 
plenty of choice for those wishing 

to spend a few days in the area. 
Whether you wish to whet 

your whistle on a three pub walk 
or take a walk on the wine side, 
find out the history of the many 
bridges crossing the River Great 
Ouse in Bedford, take a stroll 
on the Three Shires Way or Lea 
Valley Walk, walk the Monmouth 
Way on the 330th anniversary 
of the Monmouth Rebellion, 
the Chalgrove Heritage Trail 
or climb to the top of a church 
tower, the choice is yours and the 
walks rewarding.

Improvements to the festival 
website together with online 
booking plus more programmes 
and earlier availability aim to 
encourage even more people and 
groups to come to Bedfordshire 
and participate.

Barry Ingram

Following the success of our 
2014 training programme 
which attracted over 35 

participants from all the local 
groups and as far afield as 
Surrey and Middlesex, we have 
announced details of our 2015 
programme.

This year’s courses will be 
based around the same practical 
approach as last year with the 
trainees getting involved in both 

the theory and hands-on aspects 
of reading a map and using a 
compass.

Two dates in July are already in 
the diary and available for booking.  
On Sunday 12 July we have our 
Map Awareness course at Lilley.  
This will provide an introduction 
to map reading plus useful notes 
on how to plan and follow a route 
around your local area.  Then, on 
Saturday 18 July at Sundon, we 

have our more advanced Walking 
with a Compass course designed to 
familiarise you on how to use and 
navigate with a compass.

These courses will be repeated in 
the Leighton Buzzard and Milton 
Keynes areas in late September 
and early October (exact dates to 
be confirmed).

In addition to these there is 
something new for this year’s 
Bedfordshire Walking Festival.  
On Saturday 5 September we will 
be holding a map-reading day at 
the Forest of Marston Vale visitor 
centre.  The two identical half-
day sessions will give participants 
a gentle introduction to the fun 
of map reading using the same 
practical tried and tested approach 
as our other courses.

All you will generally need 
to bring is a pen, paper and an 
inquisitive mind.

Our courses are available to 
everyone (members and non-
members), places are limited and 
there is a small charge.

For more details please contact 
Nick at ivelvalleywalkers.nm@
ntlworld.com.

Barry Ingram

Is it ever coming?  Waiting for the Silsoe bus at Barton.                                                                               Photo: Rosemary Hasker
Our poster for the Greensand Ridge Walk Challenge

Getting to grips with map reading at a past Area training event.  Photo: Barry Ingram

Lea & Icknield news

Bedfordshire 
Walking 
Festival  
(5 - 13 September inclusive)Area training

BEDFORDSHIRE

bulletin
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General Council was held 
at Robinson College in 
Cambridge on 28-29 

March.  Debbie Birch of Leighton 
Buzzard Group and Chris Moss 
of North Beds Saturday Ramblers 
went from Bedfordshire and here 
are their observations.

We were very well looked after 
from the moment we arrived, lots 
of coffee breaks and good food at 
every meal.  The accommodation 
was clean and basic.  We had 
received packs prior to arrival with 
lots of information and we had 
downloaded the motions from the 
Ramblers website.  We registered 
where we collected even more 
paperwork in a goody bag.

Onto the trustee drop-in session 
where we got to chat with Max 
Grant, a trustee from Scotland, who 
was very friendly and dedicated and 
passionate about the Ramblers as 
were all the trustees.

The usual opening addresses, 
approval of past minutes, etc, 
followed.  Then came Robert Peel, 
the Treasurer, who gave a very 
detailed report with graphs showing 

where the money was spent.  £300k 
of surplus funds went into getting 
the £1 million pension deficit down 
a bit.  It was agreed that in the three 
years Robert had been Treasurer 
he had put Ramblers finances in a 
much better position.

Kate Ashbrook became our 
President and there are several 
past presidents who automatically 
become vice presidents and then 
there was an en bloc vote for other 
vice presidents of which there are 
many.  The auditors were also 
approved.

A review of the year was given 
by Benedict Southworth, the Chief 
Executive.  He is a very knowlegable 
man who did not get fazed by points 
of order and knew his stuff.  Things 
did become a little complicated at 
this point because one of the trustees 
became the new Treasurer and this 
left a gap for nominations and 
anyone could then put themselves 
forward.  This prompted a few more 
candidates which we were handed 
information on just moments before 
the hustings next morning.

We went off to small discussion 

groups which I felt achieved very 
little and no one seemed to enjoy.  
After this Kate Ashbrook and 
Dame Fiona Reynolds were in 
conversation on the stage.  I must 
admit to skipping this but Chris 
Moss attended.

I attended the reception for new 
delegates where I got to talk to Vice 
Chair Naseem Akhtar.  The evening 
meal was excellent and I enjoyed a 
good chat with a couple of Ramblers 
from Wiltshire and Wales.

After this a selection of 
‘volunteer-led fringes’ were on 
offer.  Chris and I both attended 
one on the Big Pathwatch which 
we will be hearing a lot more 
about.  Basically you select a square 
on an Ordnance Survey map and 
survey the paths in it, reporting 
any problems.  The  timescale for 
this exercise is only three months 
which seemed a little ambitious but 
we will see.  After this there was a 
night walk around Cambridge.  
Chris went on this but I was ready 
for my bed.

Sunday - the clocks went forward 
and breakfast was served at 7.30am 

(would have been 6.30am) so a very 
early start.  Into the auditorium 
where we were handed candidate 
information as some had only 
applied the evening before.  Two 
rounds of voting followed to fill 
the various places.  Here I think I 
got voting correct as all the ones 
I voted for were elected.  They all 
seemed enthusiastic and I am sure 
the Ramblers is in good hands.

The motion voting followed after 
a tea break.  Here the ‘one person 
one vote’ motion got withdrawn as 

most felt that it was being rushed 
through with little information as to 
the cost, logistics, etc, so it will be 
back next year.  All other motions 
seemed to slide through with little 
bother.

After the closing speeches we 
collected packed lunches and went 
on a walk in the Cambridgeshire 
countryside which was very 
enjoyable. I found General Council 
very informative and I now 
understand the mechanics.

Debbie Birch 

Thoughts on General Council 

The Ramblers Big 
Pathwatch is something 
every member can 

participate in.    
Results of members 

participation can have a 
beneficial effect on our 
RIPPLE activities.  I say 
members but we would like 
to see al walkers participate 
and that includes health 
walkers, dog walkers and 
just members of the public 
going into the countryside.  
Why not encourage friends, 

neighbours and those you 
meet to participate.  The 
more who participate, the 
better the result.

Our RIPPLE activities have 
got off to a slow start and not 
helped by the theft of tools 
from Central Bedfordshire 
Council.   However it is good to 
see Bedford Borough moving 
forward now the rights of 
way team has joined with 
the Highways Department.  
This means potentially more 
money and people being 
available but they still need 
our assistance and our 
volunteers as there is plenty 
of footpath work to do in the 
borough.

Regular volunteers have 
been provided with either 
a fleece or gilet and an 
offer to reimburse the cost 
of suitable gloves.  We still 
require more volunteers.  It 
is a worthwhile morning out 
and the sense of pride and 
achievement on completion 
of the task is unquantifiable.

Our work takes place in 
Central Bedfordshire on 
Thursday and Saturday 
mornings once a month.  In 
Bedford Borough we work 
on the third Tuesday of the 
month.  Contact me for 
more details at walking@
madasafish.com.

Barry Ingram Finding a marker post during clearing work.                            Photo: Barry Ingram

Footpaths  
and RIPPLE

I found the weekend very 
informative. My main 
impression was that the 

Ramblers at Board of Trustees 
level and grassroots members 
would benefit from having 
closer links.

  They are very keen at Board of 
Trustees level for this to happen and 
this is one of the main concerns for 
the coming years.  Naseem Akhtar 
and Des Garrahan also mentioned 
the need for grassroots members to 
be more active in promoting the 

Ramblers. The Big Pathwatch will 
be another major focus of attention.  
It was very frustrating that the 
‘one member one vote’ debate took 
up so much time and it is delayed 
for at least another year – still it is 
better for it to be reviewed more 
thoroughly in readiness for 2016 
General Council.  Both of these 
issues were hotly debated, with 
differing opinions being strongly 
expressed.  Hopefully next year the 
issues will be resolved!

Chris Moss

• A donation of £333 has been 
made to the Ramblers from the 
sales of ‘Rambling Away from 
the Smoke’, the story of the 
conducted ramblers excursions 
from London by Colin Saunders.  
There are still a few copies left 
and these can be obtained 
for £6 plus £2 postage online 
from www.footlinepress.co.uk 
or by sending a cheque for £8 
to Footline Press Limited, 35 
Gerrards Close, London N14 
4RH.  All copies will be signed 
by the author.

• A Central London Outdoors 
Group walk along a remote 
section of the south east Essex 
coastline in June 2014 made a 
grisly discovery when they came 
across what looked like human 
remains.  They called the police 
who searched the area and 
found more bones which were 

later identified by forensic and 
DNA tests as belonging to a 
missing Southend woman not 
seen since January 2014.  On 
22 April this year a man was 
arrested on suspicion of the 
woman’s murder.

• To raise the profile of 
the Ridgeway national trail as 
a route that can be enjoyed on 
day visits and weekend breaks, 
the Chilterns Conservation 
Board is promoting two two-
day walking itineraries.  One 
from Henley-on-Thames to 
Wallingford, the other from 
Lewknor to Goring-on-Thames.  
Both involve about 10 miles of 
walking each day.  They can 
be downloaded from www.
chilternsaonb.org/ridgeway.

• Chesham Walkers are 
Welcome has produced 

four new free walks leaflets 
describing station-to-station 
walks.  The routes are: 
Little Chalfont (Chalfont & 
Latimer) to Chesham (6 miles), 
Chorleywood to Chesham 
(8.5 miles), Great Missenden 
to Chesham (6 miles) and 
Amersham to Chesham (4.5 
miles).  Copies can be found in 
Chesham library and town hall 
or downloaded from http://
www.chesham.gov.uk/Article/
Detail.aspx?Article.

• Angry at the Firle Estate, 
near Lewes in East Sussex, 
gaining exemption from 
inheritance tax liability by 
providing just two permissive 
paths (one of which was 
ploughed up earlier this 
year), reader Chris Smith has 
devised a seven mile (11.5km) 
circular walk from Berwick 

station which features both 
paths.  You can download it 
from www.lewestravellog.
co.uk (search for ‘Firle’).

• 200 years after the mapping 
of southern England was 
completed, a complete set of 
Ordnance Survey one inch to 
the mile maps will be on show 
at this year’s London Map Fair 
on 6 and 7 June.  Described as 
‘the gift for the walker with 
everything’ and priced at 
£12,000, the maps come in a 
custom-made box with each 
map having numbered vellum 
tags.  More modestly priced 
maps will also be on sale at 
‘the largest antique map fair 
in Europe’ which takes place 
at the Royal Geographical 
Society, 1 Kensington Gore, 
SW7 (Saturday 12 -7pm, Sunday 
10am - 6pm, admission free).

• A free app, Runnymede 
Explored, has been developed 
by students at Royal Holloway 
London University to help 
visitors explore the Surrey 
meadows where Magna Carta 
was sealed 800 years ago.  Visit 
the Android or Apple app store 
and search for ‘Runnymede 
Explored’. 

• The Norman church at 
Pyecombe on the South 
Downs Way is now able to offer 
a kitchen and toilet to passing 
walkers and cyclists, thanks to 
funding by the South Downs 
National Park’s sustainable 
communities fund.  Visiting 
groups are asked to make a 
donation.  Light refreshments 
can also be provided with 
prior notice given to warden 
Jill Munday (01273 566276/jill.
munday@btinternet.com).

Briefly
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When White Cliffs 
Ramblers received 
a request to help 

clear a blocked footpath  - HE 
325 at Court-at-Street between 
Aldington and Lympne - they 
had no idea that the result would 
prove so positive.  This public 
right of way is in an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
with impressive views of the 
North Downs.  It truly does have 
the ‘wow factor’. 

A county council public rights of 
way officer inspected the problem 
and agreed that it needed to be 
resolved.  He quickly contacted 
the landowner who agreed that 
the blockage could be removed 
and stock proof access provided 
by a kissing gate.  White Cliffs 
volunteers were asked if their 
working party would be willing 

to travel out of their normal 
area and they agreed.  In the 
meantime volunteer vegetation 
clearers set about clearing another 
section of the footpath where it 
passed through a copse.  Nature 
had completely taken charge 
and navigation through the area 
was extremely difficult.  The 
landowner then requested a second 
kissing gate where the path entered 
the copse.  On both occasions the 
county council officer arrived with 
a truck and ferried the kissing 
gates, working party and their 
heavy tools along a bumpy track to 
the worksite.

The clearance team was hard 
at work in the copse when an 
extremely helpful farmer, who 
owned a broken stile at the exit, 
arrived to install a new one.  She 
took a sledgehammer to the old one 

and in next to no time built a smart 
replacement.

At a time when the funding for 
clearing rights of way has been 
dramatically cut, this is an excellent 
example of what can be done with 
teamwork between the county 
council, landowners and Ramblers 
volunteers.  

It is essential to ensure that the 
time and effort spent on re-opening 
this path has not been wasted.  This 
route deserves to be enjoyed.

To encourage more walkers to use 
it, a 5.5 mile circular walk has been 
designed to include this footpath 
and other paths nearby that clearly 
have not seen many walkers for a 
long time.  This has resulted in 
another new stile and the removal 
of a very wobbly one.  White Cliffs 
volunteers cleared several more 
overgrown areas of vegetation 

encountered on the way and a 
Countryside Access warden added 
some waymarking.  The route 
showcases the Aldington area and 
its fascinating history.  There are 

incredible views in every direction.  
Steve and I were thrilled to lead the 
first group of Ramblers on Sunday 
8 March. 

Averil Brice

In late January, a 
group from North 
West Kent set 

out to clear a path in 
Shoreham. 
This was to be  one of 
two clearances we were 
requested to do in our 
walking area.  We all 
arrived on time and 
walked to the path to 
be cleared, keen to get 
working.  Imagine our 
disappointment when 
we found it had already 
been cleared by locals!  
Never mind, we decided 
that as we had made the 
effort, coffee and cake at 
the teashop in Eynsford 
was the order of the day.
The following week we 
set out again and this 
time were in luck!  We 
walked from Hodsoll 
Street village hall over 
frozen fields to the path 
in Ash-cum-Ridley.  
Although the day was 
very cold and frosty, we 
soon warmed up, the 
sun came out and we 
completed the task in 
hand.  Our reward this 
time was lunch at the 
Green Man in Hodsoll 
Street, where we were 
greeted by a log fire and 
a friendly landlord!

Carole Flowerday
North West Kent 

Group

This year’s White Cliffs 
Walking Festival 
takes place between 

27 August and 3 September.  
Organised by White Cliffs 
Ramblers, the festival will 
feature a total of 39 walks 
ranging from special interest 
and historical walks of 1.5 
miles to the 53-mile White 
Cliffs Challenge (which has 
an 18-mile option).

This will be the third year 

of the festival which last year 
attracted more than 1,000 
people to its 32 walks.  The 
festival will open with a 
ceremony at Deal Pier followed 
by a choice of walks.  In the 
evening there will be a 10-
mile walk from Walmer to 
Dover, ending with a fish and 
chip supper.  More details 
on the festival are at www.
whitecliffsfestival.org.uk. 

Graham Smith

At the launch of the circular walk on 8 March.  Chairman Margaret Lubbock, who 
declared the route open, is in the red jacket.  Path HE325 runs from TR 091354 to 
093365.                                                                                       Photo: Averil Brice

Before                                                                                                                        Bob Tolson

After                                                                                                                          Bob Tolson
Enjoying last year’s festival.                                               Photo: Graham Smith

Reopened path has the ‘wow factor’

Path clearances

White Cliffs 
Walking  
Festival

KENT
calling
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Inner London Area held its 
AGM on the first Saturday in 
February at the Pirate Castle 

on Camden Lock again this 
year.  The meeting was attended 
by around 50 members, many of 
whom had arrived via the two 
walks provided in the morning.

This year the Area has 
substantially redesigned its Annual 
Report to provide a much shorter 
web-friendly document which we 
hope will reach a wider readership 
amongst our 4,500 members via 
www.innerlondonramblers.org.uk.

We launched our promotional 
film which was extremely well 
received by the meeting.  Made 
by Francesca Piazza, the film is 
the result of a project started a 
year ago and features people many 
will know, including longstanding 
Area volunteer John Archer.  It’s 
available to view on our website 
and we will be showing it as widely 
as possible via social media, as it is a 
great advert for walking in London.

Alex Mannings stood down as 
Area Chair after five years, having 
taken on the role of Ramblers 
Trustee in 2013; he has been an 
innovative and technologically 
savvy Chair, encouraging all of 
our groups to include their walks 
on the Go-walking pages of the 
Ramblers website, introducing 
Meetup, a weekly online 
newspaper and a Yahoo group for 
Area communications.  He stays 
on the committee as Membership 
Secretary.  Elspeth Cox continues 
as Treasurer, Helen Abbott as 
Secretary and Dominic Pinto as 
Vice Chair.  I am writing in my 
new guise of Publicity Officer.  
Phil Marson, inaugural Chair of 
our two hugely successful age-
related groups, Metropolitan and 
Capital Walkers and a former Area 
Chair, will chair us again for the 
next year.

Our meeting was perhaps 
unusual in featuring the 
excitement of a contested election 
for our three General Council 
delegates this year; Phil Marson, 
Jeanette Grose and Dominic Pinto 
were elected to represent the Area 
at the meeting in March.

We hosted a short talk from a 
member of Cotswold staff, and we 
encourage those groups who have 
not linked up with their nominated 
local store to do so, as Cotswold 
will offer in-store recruitment 
drives followed by walks starting 
from the store, meeting spaces, 

and technical training on GPS, 
map reading etc - as well as the 
15% discount - and the groups 
already taking advantage of this are 
reaping huge benefits and seeing 
membership growth as a result.  
We were also pleased to have some 
representatives of Living Streets, 
with whom we will be working 
more closely in the coming year, at 
the meeting.

Benedict Southworth, Chief 
Executive of the Ramblers for 
the last three years, was our 
guest speaker.  After offering his 
heartfelt thanks to us as volunteers 
for the work we do, he brought the 
meeting up to date with Ramblers 
successes over the past year - 
including the England Coast Path, 
which will now be supported by 
more staff and more funding from 
Natural England - and on the 
proposed new vision for Ramblers 
and changes to our governance.  
The Chief Executive explained his 
role, employed by and reporting to 
the Board, who set the direction 
of travel whilst he ‘drives the car’.  
He talked about our achievements 
in this, our 80th anniversary year 
and the work that continues at the 
centre, particularly the meetings 
with civil servants and politicians 
that will move us towards being a 
walking country.  Asked about the 
role of London, he said that whilst 
people want to go walking, that 
doesn’t currently translate into 
political clout, and we need to be 
able to say to people ‘join us and 
add your voice to the community 
of walkers’.  Through our new 
promotional film, working with 
organisations like Living Streets 
and Campaign for a Liveable 
London, who spoke at our AGM 
last year, we will aim to achieve 
this, with next year’s mayoral 
elections in particular in mind.

Clare Wadd
Publicity Officer,  

Inner London Area
@innerlondonramb

Benedict Southworth addressed the AGM.

2015 is the 80th anniversary 
of the Ramblers, and General 
Council (the Ramblers’ 

AGM) this year was dedicated 
to ensuring we can carry our 
traditions into the 21st century.  

Inner London Area is the third 
biggest Area in the country (in terms 
of membership numbers), and the 
fastest growing in England, and 
we take a large part in the national 

operations of the Ramblers.  With 
several Ramblers trustees coming 
from the Area and volunteers from 
Capital Walkers helping run the 
event, we had a large presence in 
Cambridge joining a couple of 
hundred Ramblers from around the 
country for the conference.  The Area 
is of such a size that we send three 
delegates elected at the Area AGM in 
February to represent our members, 
this year: Jeanette Grose, Dominic 
Pinto, me, and our Area visitor, 
Elspeth Cox.

This was a more internally focussed 
General Council than usual.  Given 
the amount of change proposed for 

the Ramblers in the next few years, 
this is essential.  The Ramblers 
adopted a new vision to take us into 
the next decade, and is in the middle of 
changing its organisational structure 
to deliver this vision effectively.  
Much of the weekend was taken up 
with discussions around these topics, 
including the proposal to change to 
a system whereby all members would 
be able to vote in future elections 
to the Board of Trustees.  Concerns 
were raised over this by delegates and 
the proposal was withdrawn without 
a vote but will undoubtedly, be re-
presented next year with more detail.

This General Council elected a 

new Chair, Des Garrahan, and a 
new Treasurer, Alex Mannings, for 
the next three years.  Both Des and 
Alex are from Inner London and will 
be well known to many volunteers 
- Des as a former staff member and 
walks leader for the last dozen years, 
and Alex as the former Chair of both 
Metropolitan Walkers and the Area.  
Moira Fraser and Mike Church 
were returned to the Board, and Jezz 
Kenyon, Teri Moore and Roy Hunt 
elected for the first time.

The weekend also included a 
conversation between our President, 
Kate Ashbrook, and the Master 
of Emmanuel College and former 

Director General of the National 
Trust, Dame Fiona Reynolds, talking 
about campaigning, the importance 
of the Ramblers’ vision and the 
rewards of activism.  Inspirational 
stuff, as it proved.  There was a series 
of fringe meetings about future 
campaigning activities, such as the 
Big Pathwatch, gender awareness, 
volunteer recruitment and other 
issues about extending the reach 
of the organisation.  And there was 
also the chance to catch up with old 
friends and colleagues from across 
our organisation.

Phil Marson
Chair, Inner London Area

General  
Council

Governance review –  
a personal perspective

Area AGMINNER LONDON

insights

A group of our members 
battled through the 
rush hour for the 

9am train from Liverpool 
Street to Norwich on Friday 
6 March.  A change from 
Saturday was forced upon 
us by rail engineering works 
but we are well used to these 
inconveniences.  Jo Buchanan 
and Maria Jones led us through 
the medieval city and along the 
River Wensum

before visits to The Plantation 
Garden and impressive castle.  
Some attended Evensong in the 
cathedral and others Vespers in 
the beautiful little Church of St 
Julian Norwich.  A meal rounded 
off the day before taking the 8pm 
train back to London.  A most 
enjoyable and uplifting day out.

George Fletcher
Programme Coordinator, 
Hammersmith Fulham & 

Wandsworth Group

A day in Norwich

The group by the Cow Tower, part 
of Norwich’s riverside medieval city 
defences.                  Photo: Maria Jones

Much of my last year has 
been taken up with 
the governance of the 

Ramblers.  Some time ago, in 
response to a motion to General 
Council from Surrey Area calling 
for a review of our governance, I 
was asked to join a Governance 
Working Group.

Together with Ramblers’ then 
Chair, Jonathan Kipling, another 
trustee, Richard Truman, and three 
other longstanding experienced 
Ramblers volunteers from across the 
country - including the legendary 
John Andrews (of the 1993 
‘Andrews’ case fame) - I have spent 
an enormous amount of time 
debating proposals and options for 
our governance, considering what 
it needs to look like so that we 
can still be as active and relevant 
an organisation - with as strong a 
volunteer base - in 10 years’ time or 
20 years’ time as we are today.

A consultation on the governance 
of the organisation was started at 
General Council in March 2014 
with representatives from Ramblers 
Areas discussing different aspects of 
our governance; Areas and groups 
would then have been aware to 
expect a formal consultation later 
in the year.

I’m well aware that there has been 
some criticism of the survey released 
last autumn, and of the timetable 
for response to it.  It was publicised 
largely by emails sent to Area and 
group committee members and 
generated around 800 responses, 
through both survey monkey and 
via emails and letters.  Whilst a 
small proportion of our membership 
of 108,000 walkers - inevitably so, 
as we can’t realistically expect huge 
interest in our governance - this 
did represent the views of a good 
proportion of our most dedicated 
volunteers.  There were free-text 
fields which many respondents 
made good use of, resulting in a 
large amount of fascinating reading 
for the working group.  An external 
analyst reviewed both the survey 
and the results and reassured us 
that the survey was sound and 
that the number of responses was 
healthy - and it was certainly plenty 
large enough that the same themes 
emerged and repeated.

The most surprising thing was 
the range of different strongly held 
views.  There was some consensus 
- 68% of respondents supported all 
members being able to vote for our 
Board of Trustees, with only 12% 
against and 19% saying maybe - but 

when it came to questions about 
Ramblers’ Areas for instance, there 
was huge divergence, with some 
saying that they are the lifeblood 
of our organisation, and others 
that they should be done away with 
tomorrow.  I’ve long been aware 
that different Ramblers’ Areas and 
groups operate in very different 
ways - I’ve been to several other 
Area AGMs, walked with groups in 
Lincolnshire, Yorkshire and Devon, 
and led walks in Bristol and Surrey 
as well as for many of our Inner 
London groups - but, even so, I was 
surprised how differently things 
can operate and at how adamant 
some people were that their way is 
the standard way.  This led some to 
be rather rude about our questions.

We completed our work by 
submitting our proposals to the 
Board of Trustees in January of 
this year.  The trustees agreed 
an evolutionary rather than 
revolutionary approach, and 
are taking matters forward by 
consulting on how the changes 
would be implemented.  Their 
consultation statement is available 
at: http://www.ramblers.org.uk/
about-us/our-future/governance-
consultation.aspx.

Clare Wadd
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Over 250 people packed 
Elstead’s parish church 
on 7 March for a service 

to celebrate the life of Denis 
Holmes who died on 9 February, 
aged 81. 

Many members of the congregation 
had known Denis from his long 
association stretching back to 1974 
when Godalming Ramblers group 
was formed before it combined with 
Haslemere group two years later.  As 
well as his involvement with the local 
group, Denis was heavily involved 

with Surrey Area, as Vice Chairman 
and subsequently Chairman for 
seven years.

As Footpath Secretary he worked 
closely with Waverley Borough 
Council to ensure that rights of 
way were kept open and, wherever 
possible, improved.  His role 
also encompassed a lot of time-
consuming work at two important 
public inquiries, one relating to a 
footpath diversion at Pitshill on the 
Cowdray Estate and, of even greater 
significance, the Hindhead Tunnel 

public inquiry which resulted in 
two additional links for walkers 
at Bramshott and Thursley being 
incorporated into the planning 
permission granted.

Denis spent his working life 
with HM Customs & Excise and, 
following his retirement and move 
to Elstead, gave dedicated service 
to the people of the village as 
Chairman of the parish council and 
also of the local garden club.

He married Susan who survives 
him, together with his daughter 
Alison and son Jonathan.

Philip Watson
Godalming & Haslemere 

Ramblers

How would you feel about 
being offered the chance 
to set out in the early 

morning for some remote rural 
spot, to graft all morning for no 
money, exposed to whatever the 
weather happened to throw at you 
and most probably with some very 
difficult conditions underfoot?  
Oh, and by the way, please bring 
your own refreshments.

Well, that is what Guildford 
Ramblers’ footpath maintenance 
group has been doing every month 
of the year for the past three years, 
missing only once due to dangerous 
winds.  In just the first three months 
of this year their work has included 
opening up a total of nearly a mile 
of lost or overgrown footpaths, 
replacing several fingerposts and 

installing a set of heavy metal bridle 
gates. 

Working Party Organiser, Colin 
Selvin said ‘It’s very satisfying 
seeing the difference our work has 
made, not only at the end of the 
day, but later when we come across 
our handiwork on a walk.  We are 
fortunate that, despite financial 
pressures, Surrey County Council’s 
Countryside Access team has 
continued to provide us with all 
the necessary tools and materials, 
as well as essential training and 
logistical support.  They see the 
partnership as good value and, 
like us, an important contribution 
to keeping Surrey’s rights of way 
open.’

Phillip Mansley
Secretary, Guildford Ramblers

Another new gate is installed by the working party.  Organiser Colin Selvin is third 
from left.

Guildford’s 
working parties

SURREY
snippets

Denis Holmes

Sally Wallace, Chair 
of Reigate Ramblers, 
featured in an interview 

with presenter David Jay on 
local community radio station 

Radio Susy on Thursday 26 
March.  

It was a great opportunity to 
spread the Ramblers message 
locally.  Both Sally and David did 

us proud in presenting all aspects 
of the Ramblers and Sally may 
even have persuaded David to put 
his boots on and join us some time! 

John Dougill

Some of the 36 walkers who joined Croydon and Epsom & Ewell groups annual joint New Year’s Day walk from Tattenham 
Corner, seen here crossing Epsom Downs on their way to Walton-on-the-Hill and Headley Heath.                  Photo: John Tickner

Back to the start: Croydon Group completed the 22nd and final section of the London Green Belt Way to Hampton Court on 
28 March.  Started in February 2012  this very varied circular route, totalling 222.5 miles, was ably led by Lyn Long and Jenny 
Hussell.  Meandering through beautiful countryside we passed through Berks, Bucks, Herts, Essex, Kent, Surrey and Greater 
London, crossing the Dartford Bridge by bus.                                       Rosemary Carlton, Membership Secretary, Croydon Group

Reigate Ramblers take to to the airwaves

Croydon Group ran a 
workshop for new leaders 
on Saturday 14 March.  

Fourteen of the attendees were 
from Croydon with three from 

Sutton & Wandle Valley and one 
each from East Surrey, Epsom 
& Ewell and Kingston groups.  
Although a few had already led 
walks all were keen to improve 

their leadership and map-reading 
skills.

Gordon Porter
Publicity Officer and Webmaster

Croydon Group

Croydon leaders course
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At the Area AGM in 
February SABRE (or 
Surrey and Beyond 

Ramblers) won the Recruitment 
and Retention Cup for the second 
year running for being Surrey’s 
fastest growing group.

Last year the award was received 
by Eric Holes, the former Chair, 
on behalf of the group and this 
year Nigel Woodhead, the current 
Chair, accepted the cup from 
Area Chair, Lynette Long.  Our 
membership has grown by 49 
over the past 12 months and we 
currently have 186 members.  It is a 
remarkable achievement as we were 
up against much larger groups for 
the cup.  We are proud that most of 

the new members were new to the 
Ramblers and not transfers from 
other groups.  Our Chair thanks 
last year’s committee members and 
all their walk leaders without whom 
this would not have been possible.

Derek Bunn

Nigel Woodhead proudly accepts the 
cup for SABRE.  

Jolly ramblers: The sun was shining on 11 March as these jolly ramblers queued for the afternoon walk opposite their lunch pub 
at Hanwell.  This was a circular ramble led by Elizabeth Marlow through Osterley Park and along the Grand Union Canal.  John 
Hauxwell, the Chairman of Kingston Ramblers, is in the centre.                      Brenda Horwill, Publicity Officer, Kingston Ramblers

Members of Godalming & Haslemere’s working party with a new gate installed near 
Baynards. 

SABRE  
win again!

Representatives of 
Richmond Ramblers, 
together with Ramblers 

Senior Policy Officer Justin 
Cooke, met Richmond Park 
and North Kingston MP Zac 
Goldsmith recently to discuss the 
Ramblers plans nationally and 
locally for encouraging walking.  

The meeting highlighted 

the importance of paths and 
green spaces in Richmond and 
throughout London, and how 
valuable these are for the health and 
well-being of people in the area.  Sir 
Tom Kibble, our Chair, said it was 
vital that the abundance of green 
spaces in Richmond were protected 
and enhanced.  He thanked Zac 
Goldsmith for a useful meeting 

and said he was very pleased that 
the MP had agreed to join one of 
the group’s walks sometime.   Mr 
Goldsmith said it made sense on 
every level to promote walking and 
we should do all we can both locally 
and nationally.

Mavis White
Publicity Officer

Richmond Ramblers

Left to right: Mavis White, Justin Cooke, Zac Goldsmith MP, Sir Tom Kibble and Vic Lewis (Group Secretary). 

Zac Goldsmith MP and 
Richmond Ramblers 
talk walking

New gates for stiles

Members of Godalming 
& Haslemere Ramblers 
Working Party 

undertake footpath maintenance 
work on a monthly basis to 
ensure local paths remain open 
and accessible to all.  

Working closely with Surrey 
County Council, who provide the 
materials, action is taken to improve 
access for walkers of all ages and 

abilities by replacing stiles with 
kissing gates wherever possible.  
Since 2008 around 38 stiles have 
been replaced by gates, with 10 in 
the last year alone.  New volunteers 
are always welcome and can find 
details at www.gandhramblers.org.
uk.

Philip Watson
Public Relations Officer, 

Godalming & Haslemere Ramblers

Best Value Performance 
Indicators (BVPI)
The November 2014 BVPI 
results showed 81% of public 
rights of way in Surrey as ‘easy to 
use’ compared with 79% in May 
2014.

Countryside Access 
Management System (CAMS)
Unfortunately some problems 
were found in the new system 
which was due to be introduced 
at the end of January and the 
county council is striving to 
resolve these.

Retirement
Sarah Jenman, the county 
council’s Countryside Access 
Officer for Reigate & Banstead 
and Tandridge, retired in 
April.  A new person to replace 
her is expected to be in post 
soon.

Tandridge
Martin Berry has stepped down 
as Local Footpath Secretary 
for some Tandridge parishes.  
Kevin Wright, a member of East 
Surrey group, has taken over the 
parishes of Nutfield, Outwood, 
Horne, Burstow, Felbridge, 
Lingfield, Dormansland.  Tony 
Pearson will cover: Crowhurst, 
Limpsfield, Titsey, Oxted, 
Godstone, Bletchingley.

Banstead Footpath 125
The long-standing blockage of 
FP125 at Chipstead, the subject 
of numerous court hearings over 
the last 20 years, continues whilst 
the county council obtains the full 
history from Reigate & Banstead 
Council which previously had 
responsibility for highways (and 
still has for planning).  Once this 
is available, it is intended to obtain 
the advice of the county council’s 
chief countryside lawyer to 
determine the best way forward.

Rodney Whittaker
Area Footpath and Access Secretary

Footpaths 
and access Getting there

All the region’s transport news

Surrey Sunday link
Surrey Summer Sunday Rambler 
Bus 765 running again on 
Sundays until 18 October with 
a timetable similar to last year.  
The16-seat minibus service runs 
a circular route from Dorking 
railway station via Leith Hill, 
Holmbury St Mary, Newlands 
Corner and Great Bookham.  
Along the way it calls at the 
National Trust properties of 
Leith Hill Place, Clandon Park, 
Hatchlands Park and Polesden 
Lacey.   Day passes and single 
journey tickets are available 
and concessionary passes are 
accepted.  Details from www.
buses4u.org.uk.  

Around East Sussex 
In the Lewes area of East 
Sussex, the 121 and 123 buses 
are running on Sundays 

and public holidays until 6 
September.  The 121 also runs 
to Sheffield Park (for the 
Bluebell Line and National 
Trust garden) on Saturdays.  
The 131 and 132 have been 
recast so that 131 now runs 
Saturdays and Sundays 
until 27 September and 
summer Sundays from Firle 
Beacon to Ditchling Beacon 
via Lewes, Plumpton, Burgess 
Hill and Ditchling while 
132 runs from Lewes to 
Winterbourne.  A new two 
hourly East Grinstead to Lewes 
via Barcombe Mills service 261 
is running. 

Cuckmere Buses
Cuckmere Buses run a 
Wednesday service 49 from 
Eastbourne to Herstmonceux 
observatory and castle.  
Their Ramblerbus service 47 

continues to run weekends 
and bank holidays on a circular 
route from Berwick railway 
station via Alfriston and 
Seaford.

(Thanks to Simon Norton for 
these items).

Harrogate direct
Seven trains a day now run each 
way between London Kings 
Cross and Harrogate since the 
start of the new East Coast 
franchise in May.

New stations
Five new stations were added 
to the railway network in May.  
They are at: Cranbrook, Devon 
(between Pinhoe and Whimple) 
on the London Waterloo - 
Exeter line.
Newcourt, Devon (between 
Digby and Sowton & Topsham) 
on the Exeter - Exmouth line.
In the West Midlands Bermuda 
Park and Coventry Arena on the 
Coventry - Nuneaton line
Ebbw Vale on the Newport - 
Ebbw Vale line.
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Graham Rusling, Kent 
Country Council’s 
public rights of way 

and access manager, recently 
said that BOATs (Byways Open 
to All Traffic) form a tiny 
percentage of the public rights 
of way network but generate 
more messages in his inbox than 
anything else he deals with.

The wet winters of the past 
two years have highlighted he 
damage caused to track surfaces 
by off-road vehicles.  Off-roading 
continues to be a popular pastime 
attracting participants to BOATs 
with devastating results.  It has 
been a contentious issue that has 
been going on for many years 
across the whole of the UK. 

I have been reliably informed 
that off-road driving clubs do 
advise their members to refrain 
from driving over these routes 
in the winter months, especially 
if they are wet.  Sadly, the 
advice seems to have fallen on 
deaf ears.  Wet conditions are 
regarded as essential to a popular 
sport that involves creating and 
driving through as much mud 
as possible.  Getting stuck and 
extracting vehicles with a winch 
is a welcome part of the fun.  The 
result is a churned mud bath that 
totally prevents access by other 
users.  Some of these selfish and 
thoughtless individuals are also 
targeting ancient woodlands and 
fields sown with crops.

Drivers meet up and drive 
along tracks in a long convoy.  
In one instance 37 vehicles were 
counted.  It is not unusual to 
see 20 vehicles driving nose to 
tail, leaving axle deep ruts and 

severe flooding across the full 
width of the path.  Drivers are 
even coming over from France to 
‘enjoy’ the ideal conditions of our 
BOATs.

The North Downs Way, a 
trail of national importance, has 
suffered in this manner.  The 
local authority and Natural 
England are diverting money 
from other projects to repair the 
damage. 

To quote from an email sent 
to the Ramblers from a member 
of the public: ‘The byway from 
Bedmonton to the Ringlestone 
Road is obviously used by 4x4s 
and can only be described in parts 
as an unwalkable swamp with 
a few wrecked 4x4s thrown in’.  
The county council responded: 
‘The byway ... is KH645, known 
as Drake’s Lane.  It is very much 
on our radar and is one of the 
sites that almost immediately 
came under greater use when we 
displaced users from the North 
Downs Way at Holly Hill when 
we introduced the permit scheme.  
It is another one that we might 
have to consider for temporary 
closure due to the damage done.’

The drivers of these vehicles 
will fight back by telling us that 
they are legally entitled to drive 
along these ancient routes.  They 
are correct.  But does that give 
them the right to destroy them?  
Does that give them the right to 
change them in a manner that 
prevents walkers, horse riders and 
cyclists from using them?

The Kent Mercury recently 
published an article, with a photo 
of walkers clinging to bushes 
along the side of the North Downs 

Way, and a photo of 12 vehicles 
and their drivers on it.  One off-
roader wrote to the paper stating 
that the use of these vehicles 
on byways actually enhances 
them.  He blamed walkers and 
horses for the damage! I think 
he is delusional to say the least.  
‘Flabbergasted’ doesn’t begin to 
describe my feelings.

We have the right to drive our 
cars on the road.  We shouldn’t 
be allowed to wreck the surface 

in the name of entertainment. 
rendering it unusable to other 
entitled users.

It is obvious that the surface 
of an ancient cart track will soon 
break up in wet weather.  These 
drivers have gone there to ensure 
that they do.  That is exactly how 
they like them.

The only way to make the 
surface strong enough to resist 
damage is to use tarmac.  The 
tracks would then be of no 
further interest to off-roaders.  
Other users would lose another 
relaxing experience of historical 
countryside and gain a road.  
Surely we can’t let that happen?

Of course there are off-road 
drivers who care about the 
countryside and enjoy using 
ancient tracks to enhance their 
experience.  They may have 
disabilities that prevent them 
from walking.  I would not want 
these people to be prevented from 
future access.

There have been attempts in 
the past to change the laws on 
BOATs.  They have been bitterly 
contested and the proposed 
changes have been unsuccessful.  
Something has to change or we 
are all going to be losers.

I am hoping that when the dust 
settles after the General Election 
we can start a campaign to put 
pressure on our politicians and 
government.  We have to put our 
thinking caps on and try to find a 
solution.  Have you got a view on 
this or even a workable solution?

Averil Brice
Secretary, White Cliffs 

Ramblers, Kent

Walkers struggle along a section of the North Downs Way near Pineham, Kent.  Pressure from White Cliffs Ramblers led to 
Kent County Council installing concrete blocks to prevent vehicles from using this byway and plans to repair the damaged 
surface. 

Opinion
What can we do to  
protect our BOATs?

Diary Dates
Until 1 September: Feeding London: the forgotten market gardens
Free touring exhibition looking at the 19th century agricultural 
economy of Middlesex, once ‘the great garden for the supply of 
London.’
Museum of Richmond
020 8332 1141, www.museumofrichmond.com

Monday 1 - Tuesday 30 June: London Festival of Architecture
The programme includes exhibitions, talks and walking tours in 
various locations.
www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org

Monday 1 June - Sunday 27 September: Huguenot Summer
Various events, including walking tours, celebrating the lives 
and talents of the Huguenots.
www.huguenotsofspitalfields.org

Saturday 6 June - Sunday 19 July: World of Wallace
Exhibition of the work and exotic collections of naturalist Alfred 
Russel Wallace.  
Chelmsford Museum, Essex
01245 605700, www.chelmsford.gov.uk/museums

Thursday 11 June: Wild Guide Panel
Authors Daniel Start, Elsa Hammond and Lucy Grewcock talk about 
their new book ‘Wild Guide: Southern and Eastern England’ with 
their choice of the best places in the south east for wild swimming 
rivers, secret beaches, lost ruins, wildlife wonders, caves, etc.
Stanfords, Long Acre, London WC2, 6.30 - 8pm.  Tickets £3 instore 
or from www.stanfords.co.uk.

Saturday 20 June:  Croydon Heritage Day
Features tours of historic buildings, performances and walks.
http://www.croydonheritagefestival.co.uk

Saturday 4 July: Epping Forest on the Map
An 1882 map of Epping Forest measuring over 30 feet by 12 feet - the 
largest map in Essex Record Office’s collection - will be on display.  
Two short talks by Loughton District Historical Society at 11.30 and 
12 noon.
Loughton Library, Traps Hill, Loughton 10.30am - 3pm.  £2 
donation suggested.
www.essexrecordofficeblog.co.uk/onthemap.

Saturday 11 July: Summer Wood Fair
Woodland Trust family fun day with woodland crafts, guided walks 
and a beer festival in the village pub.
Penn Wood, near Hazlemere, Bucks.
pauljarczewski@woodlandtrust.org.uk

Saturdays and Sundays from 1 August - 27 September:  
The Temple over time
Exhibition setting Wanstead Park’s Temple in context, explaining the 
different uses since it was built in the 1760s.
020 7332 1911

Sunday 30 August: Copped Hall open day
Open day at this Georgian mansion, currently being restored, near 
Epping.
11am - 4pm.  Entry charge.
http://www.coppedhalltrust.org.uk, 07799 473108

• Several new circular walking 
routes featuring Chiltern 
commons can be downloaded 
from www.chilternsaonb.
org/walks-rides.  ‘Walks on 
commons near Berkhamsted’ 
contains two routes of 
about eight miles each, one 
from Berkhamsted railway 
station, the other from the 
visitor centre at Ashridge.  
Other routes include 
commons near Chesham, 
Great Missenden and 
Marlow in Buckinghamshire, 
and Ewelme and Nettlebed in 
Oxfordshire   

• Ramblers Worldwide 
Holidays have followed 
the success of their last 
‘Winter Spirit’ programme 
with a greatly expanded 
Autumn 2015/Spring 2016 
programme to include 
snowshoeing, cross-country 
skiing, winter walking, 
sightseeing and Christmas 
markets.  Seven new 
destinations in Austria, 
Bulgaria, France, Italy and 
Poland are included.  More 
information at www.
ramblersholidays.co.uk or 
call 01707 331133.
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