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RAMBLERS INNER LONDON AREA 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018 

held at 
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church 
253 Shaftesbury Avenue 
London 
WC2H 8EP 

 
3 February 2018 at 1400 hours 
 
 

AGENDA 

 

1. GUEST SPEAKER: 
 Dan Raven-Ellison, instigator of the Greater London National Park City campaign, and 
 Chief Exploration Officer of the Foundation 
 
Tea break – tea, coffee, biscuits and cake will be provided 
 
FORMAL BUSINESS (at approximately 3pm) 
 
2. Welcome by the Area Chair (Clare Wadd) 
 
3. Apologies for Absence 
 
4. Minutes of 2017 Annual General Meeting 
 
5. Matters arising on the Minutes 
 
6. Presentation of Area Annual Report 
 
7. Committee Reports 
 
8. Presentation of Area Accounts by the Area Treasurer (Teri Moore) 
 
9. Appointment of Independent Examiner 
 
10. Election of Officers and Representatives for 2018: 
 
 - Executive posts (Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership  
  Secretary, IT Officer) 
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 - Representatives of affiliated groups (up to 2) 
 - Representatives of individual members (up to 3) 
 
11. Appointment of proposed Area Representatives to General Council (up to 3) 
 
12. To consider the following motion: 
  
 “This AGM approves West London Group’s request to transfer to the Inner London 
 Area, and instructs the Area Officers to take such steps as are necessary to facilitate 
 such transfer, including seeking the approval of the Board of Trustees.”  
 
13. Any Other Business 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HMJA 
January 2018  
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RAMBLERS INNER LONDON AREA   

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
MINUTES  
of the Annual General Meeting held at  
The Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, 235 Shaftesbury Avenue, WC2H 8EP 
at 1400 on 04 February 2017 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Phil Marson (Chair), Helen Abbott (Secretary), Tony Atkins (Affiliated Groups 
Representative), Sue Bagnell (Capital Walkers), Derek Barnsley (London Strollers), Angela 
Bellwood (NE London), Brian Bellwood (NE London), Mike Biggs (London Strollers), Rosie 
Brice (London Strollers), Peter Cleary (Blackheath), Marcus Clissold-Lesser (Capital Walkers), 
Sophie Clissold-Lesser (Capital Walkers), Elfi Colman (Hampstead), Elspeth Cox (South Bank), 
Les Douglas (London Strollers), Dick Dunmore (South Bank), Travis Elborough (Speaker), 
Dave Esbester (Hammersmith, Fulham & Wandsworth), Isabel Faizi (Hammersmith, Fulham 
& Wandsworth), Ruth Fenton (Capital Walkers), Brian Francic (Capital Walkers), Alastair 
Fulton (Blackheath), Jill Gregson (South Bank), S Gregu (Capital Walkers), Rosemary Harley 
(Hammersmith, Fulham & Wandsworth), Marie-Claude Hemming (Capital Walkers), Mervion 
Kirkwood (London Strollers), Michelle Lynch (Capital Walkers), Alex Mannings (Met 
Walkers), O Moreno (London Strollers), Kathleen Newton (London Strollers), Dominic Pinto 
(Vice-Chair), Stephen Pitt (Capital Walkers), Derek Purcell (Hammersmith, Fulham & 
Wandsworth), S Roye (London Strollers), Martin Shrimpton (London Strollers), Keith 
Southam (Croydon), Clare Wadd (Publicity Officer), Caroline Wall (Capital Walkers), and 
Roger Wigfield (Sutton). 
   
 
17-02-01 WELCOME BY THE AREA CHAIR 
 
The Chair welcomed Committee members, Inner London Area Group members, members of 
affiliated groups, guests and the speaker to the 2017 Annual General Meeting, stating that, 
inter alia, the meeting was required to fulfil the Ramblers’ charitable objectives; the Inner 
London Area, with over 4,500 members, was the 3rd largest area in the country, and was 
strongly represented nationally, with three of its members serving on the Board of Trustees;   
during the last year, the Area had been involved in some high-profile activities, including the 
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campaign against the proposed Garden Bridge, which would despoil the Thames Path, as 
well as consuming resources which could be applied to greater benefit elsewhere; and the 
Love London Walk London campaign, which had raised the profile of the Ramblers during 
and after the mayoral campaign; none of this work could be done without the time and 
effort of many volunteers across a wide variety of activities, and he thanked them all for 
their contribution, in particular Dominic Pinto for his work on lobbying Westminster Council 
on the Garden Bridge, and Clare Wadd for her leadership of the Love London Walk London 
campaign.  
 
 
17-02-02 APOLOGIES: 
 
Gemma Butchart, Des de Moor, Des Garrahan, Teri Moore and Marion Watkinson. 
 
 
17-02-03 MINUTES OF 2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
1. RESOLVED: to APPROVE the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 6 
February 2016, subject to the following amendments: 
 
- South Bank group should be spelt as two words in the attendee list; 
- “Election of Officers and Representatives for 2016” should read “Election of Officers 

and Representatives for 2016-2017” because periods of office ran from one AGM to 
the next; 

- the word “have” in the last paragraph of the Membership item should be “gave” 
 
Proposed: Sophie Clissold-Lesser 
Seconded: Rosemary Harley 
 
 
17-02-04 MATTERS ARISING ON THE MINUTES 
 
1. NOTED: in response to a question from a member, that the feasibility study for the 
Peckham Coal Line, to which the Area had made a donation, had been carried out last year; 
it had been a lengthy process, and it was unclear whether it had been finalised; a further 
report would be made in due course.   
 
 
17-02-05 PRESENTATION OF INNER LONDON AREA REPORT 
 
1. NOTED: an oral report by the Chair presenting the Inner London Area Annual Report 
for 2016-2017 (Annex 1 to the record copy of the minutes).  
 
 
17-02-06 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
1. NOTED:  
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(i) an oral report by the Membership Secretary pointing out that membership at 
national level had fallen from 121,000 some years ago to 105,000, with recent activities 
concentrating on retention and stabilisation;  the Walking for Health was now impacting 
positively, attracting 600 new members;  
 
(ii) an oral report by the Publicity Officer, stating that: 
 
 - her main focus had been on updating the website, Twitter and Facebook, the 

latter resulting in a marked increase in interactions;  
 - she had contributed regularly to South East Walker, which had a circulation 

of 25,000, including all Inner London members;  
 - a stall at the Angel Canal Festival had resulted in good engagement with 

members of the public; 
 - the Love London Walk London, which had been set up during the mayoral 

campaign, continued to raise the profile of the Ramblers in London, and 
 - one of the main “asks” of that campaign had been a Walking Ambassador for 

London, and the Mayor’s new Walking & Cycling Commissioner would be 
taking up post later that month.  

 
 
17-02-07 PRESENTATION OF ACCOUNTS  
 
1. NOTED: audited accounts for 2015-16, presented by the Chair in the absence of the 
Treasurer. 
 
2. FURTHER NOTED:  that, whilst the income and expenditure account for the year to 
30 September 2016 was accurate, there were certain discrepancies in the figures for the 
year to 30 September 2015 on that account, probably as a result of transcription errors. 
 
3. AGREED: that the Treasurer should be asked to make the appropriate corrections, 
referring to the Independent Examiner as necessary, for agreement by the Chair and the 
Secretary; once this had been done, the revised accounts would be posted on the Area 
website. 
 
Proposed: Clare Wadd 
Seconded: Phil Marson 
 
 
17-02-08 APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 
 
1. NOTED: an oral report by the Secretary stating that Helen Edwards, a former 
university administrator with over 30 years of budgeting experience, had agreed to act as 
Independent Examiner of the Area’s accounts for 2016-2017. 
 
2. RESOLVED: to APPROVE the appointment of Helen Edwards as Independent 
Examiner for the next year. 
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Proposed: Helen Abbott 
Seconded: Clare Wadd 
 
 
17-02-09 ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND REPRESENTATIVES FOR 2017-02-05 
 
1. RESOLVED: to APPROVE the election of the Area Council and representatives from 
affiliated organisations as follows: 
 
Chair:    Clare Wadd 
Vice-Chair:   Phil Marson 
Secretary:   Helen Abbott 
Treasurer:   Teri Moore 
Membership Secretary: Sarah Doherty 
Webmaster:   Phil Marson 
 
Representatives of  Tony Atkins 
affiliated groups:  Marion Watkinson 
 
Representative of 
individual groups:  Des de Moor 
 
Proposed: Phil Marson 
Seconded: Les Douglas 
 
2. NOTED: in response to comments from a member regarding resignations from the 
Ramblers’ Board of Trustees, a statement by the Chief Executive, read out by the Chair-elect 
and reproduced at Annex 2 to the record copy of the minutes.  
   
 
17-02-10 APPOINTMENT OF AREA REPRESENTATIVES TO GENERAL COUNCIL 2017 
 
1. NOTED:  
 
- because of its size, the Area can send three representatives to General Council; 
- five candidates had expressed an interest in attending, three of whom had never 
 previously been Area representatives at General Council; 
- in light of this, Area Council had agreed: 
 - to send two representatives to General Council who had never attended 

before, in order to encourage newer members, and 
 - to send one representative who had attended General Council on one or 

more previous occasions, 
- one of the three potential new candidates had recently withdrawn her application 
 to attend, for personal reasons; this meant that no election was required for new 
 attendees. 
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2. FURTHER NOTED: 
 
- statements from the two candidates who had previously attended General Council, 
 and 
- the votes cast in an independently-scrutinised ballot for an Area representative to 

General Council 2017 who had previously attended, conducted among Area 
members in attendance at the AGM, as follows: 

  
 Phil Marson  29 
 Dominic Pinto    7  
 
    
3. RESOLVED: to APPROVE the nomination of the following as Area representatives to 
General Council 2017: 
   
  Gemma Butchart 
  Phil Marson 
  Caroline Wall 
 
Proposed: Helen Abbott 
Seconded: Clare Wadd 
 

17-02-11 ANY MOTIONS CONCERNED WITH THE BUSINESS OF THE AREA 

1. RESOLVED: to APPROVE the revision of the Area Constitution, replacing all instances 
of the word “Chairman” with the word “Chair” in line with the revision of national Ramblers 
governance documents to use gender-neutral terms, subject to approval by the Board of 
Trustees and to take effect subsequent to their approval, if received (Annex 3 to the record 
copy of the minutes). 
 
Proposed: Clare Wadd 
Seconded: Elspeth Cox 
 
 
The Chair declared the formal business of the meeting closed at 1520 hours. 
 
 
17-02-12 TRAVIS ELBOROUGH, AUTHOR OF ‘A WALK IN THE PARK’ 
 
1. NOTED: a presentation and short film by Travis Elborough, author and broadcaster 
covering the origins and history of parks, changes in use over the centuries, and 
opportunities and threats to the existence of parks in the future.  
 
 
HMJA 
05.02.2017 


