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LONDON LOOP

Section 2 of 24
Old Bexley to Petts Wood

Section start: Bexley High Street (Tan Yard Lane)

Nearest station to start: Bexley (rail)

Section finish: Jubilee Country Park

Nearest station to finish: Petts Wood (rail)

Section distance: 7.1 miles plus 0.5 miles of station links

Total = 7.6 miles (12.2 km)

Introduction
This section offers a very green and mostly easy route through the suburbs of 

south east London.

It starts in Bexley High Street close to Bexley station. At first it shares the route 

of the Cray Riverway through open areas and alongside sports fields, then 

beside the River Cray in Foots Cray Meadows. This stands out as a particularly 

charming sections of the whole London Loop. The section then passes through 

the grounds of Sidcup Place and on into Scadbury Park nature reserve with its 

moated manor. Finally the route goes through a section of St Paul's Cray 

Common and Petts Wood before ending at Jubilee Country Park.

There are cafés and pubs at Bexley and Petts Wood. There are also pubs in 

the Footscray High Street and in Sidcup Place. There is a café and toilets at the 

Morrisons that is a short distance along Chislehurst Road from Sidcup Place.

It is possible to shorten the walk by taking buses from Foots Cray or from 

Queen Mary’s Hospital in the Chislehurst Road.
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Points of interest in the walk guidance
Five Arch Bridge (page 5)

The Five Arch Bridge was designed by Lancelot 'Capability' Brown, the great 

English 18th century landscape architect also remembered as England's 

greatest gardener.

Pennyfarthing Bridge (page 5)

The little brick bridge across the River Cray is called Pennyfarthing Bridge 

because is has one small and one large arch.

Sidcup Place (page 6)

Sidcup Place was formerly a manor house and parts date back to the 1700s. It 

is now known as The Star at Sidcup Place - a country pub and restaurant. It is a 

Grade 2 listed building.

Scadbury Moated Manor (page 8)

Scadbury Moated Manor is the site and ruins of a medieval moated manor 

house and fishponds which is on Historic England's list of scheduled 

monuments (and on the at-risk register) The site is being excavated by the 

Orpington and District Archaelogical Society.

Petts Wood and Hawkwood (page 9)

Part of Petts Wood was saved from development between the wars by local 

people who raised the money to protect the area. This was given to the 

National Trust and named the Willett Memorial Wood. The rest of Petts Wood 

was bought by Colonel Francis Edlmann who added it to his neighbouring 

estate, Hawkwood. After his death, his lands were initially protected from 

development by the local council. Then in 1957 Robert and Francesca Hall 

purchased the woods and gave them to the National Trust as the Edlmann 

Memorial Wood. 

William Willett sundial (page 9)

The sundial is set to GMT + 1 and has an inscription that translates as 'I only 

tell the summer hours’. This commemorates the campaigning of William Willett - 

a builder who lived in Chiselhurst. The idea of promoting daylight saving is said 

to have occurred to him while riding near Petts Wood on a summer morning in 

1905 when he noticed how many of the window blinds and shutters were still 

closed well after sunrise. It took nine years of campaigning, and the need to 

save energy during the First World War, to overcome the opposition. The first 

bill to introduce summer time was passed in 1916 by which time Willett had 

died of influenza at the age of 58..
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Walking directions
If you are coming by train, exit the station down the station approach passing 

the Loop Section 2 engraved sign on a post on the east side before turning right 

into the High Street. You will quickly find the start of the walk at Tan Yard Lane 

on your right. Follow the direction of the Loop finger post and Cray Riverway 

sign along Tan Yard Lane under the bridge and then on a path beside the 

railway embankment. Where it opens out at a car parking area, carry on 

heading towards the Bexley Cricket Club clubhouse ignoring the access road to 

the right. 

Go past the cottages on the right and follow the unmetalled path straight on 

uphill through a gate entering a large open grassy space. This was a landfill site 

in an old gravel working that has been covered over and is now reverting to 

nature. Head straight across on the defined path and after about 500 yards take 

the left fork to go downhill. 

At the bottom go straight on at a kissing gate, heading for the residential area in 

front of you. After the pumping station on the left, the path turns to road and just 

beyond the first semi-detached house (number 106) take an immediate left 

down the walled alleyway along footpath 145. 
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Follow this enclosed public footpath until you come to the River Cray. Cross the 

bridge, go through a kissing gate, turn right, going through another gate and 

follow the river. Keep the river on the right through Stable Meadows ignoring the 

first bridge.

The signed Loop path keeps close to the river but a section further along is now 

fenced off. Follow the direction of a Loop marker post leading you slightly away 

from but still parallel to the river. Continue in the same direction and after about 

half a mile you reach the Five Arch Bridge (a beautiful brick bridge over a weir 

built about 1780) which leads to Foots Cray Meadows. 

Keep going past the bridge following the sign pointing to All Saints Church with 

the river still on your right.

After 400 yards cross the little creek on a plank bridge and keep following the 

river although it is not always in sight. At the end of a meadow on your left, 

about 800 yards beyond Five Arch Bridge, go through a kissing gate by a metal 

fence then walk across the Pennyfarthing Bridge - the little brick bridge on 

your right. 

After about 50 yards fork left and then keep right on a grassy path. At a junction 

bear left and then sharp right which takes you to an Information board and the 

path leading out to Rectory Lane.. Along this section you may get a view of the 

spire of All Saints Church through the trees to your right. 

Alternative route

Instead of going to the right by the information board, carry on along the main 

grassy path joining Rectory Lane further along. This avoids a short stretch 

along the pavement.

Turn left along the road (or take a short detour to the right to visit the church) 

and keep going until you reach the traffic lights.

Break point

If you are finishing the walk here there are bus stops along the road to the left 

(Foots Cray High Street) and on Cray Road straight ahead which can take you 

to Orpington, Sidcup, Eltham, Woolwich or Swanley.

To carry on, go straight over Foots Cray High Street at the lights then turn right 

to cross the end of Cray Road. Now turn left to walk on the right hand pavement 

of Cray Road. Go past the footpath sign on the right and take the second right 

up Suffolk Road. 

Updated by the Ramblers for Transport for London

In this format: text © Ramblers 2022, maps © OpenStreetMap contributors

Downloaded from: http://innerlondonramblers.org.uk/  loop  

Revised: May 2022



London Loop section 2 page 6

At the end of Suffolk Road turn left along the public footpath (number 165) into 

an open grassy area and follow the hedge round to the right. Where the path 

turns right follow it through the concrete bollards and metal kissing gate along 

an enclosed path between horse pastures. Pass a football ground on your left.

Go through the metal kissing gate keeping left to then pass the entrance to the 

sports club. Follow the path straight on with allotments on the left and the back 

gardens of houses on the right. Keep on the tarmac path through another 

kissing gate following the path through a small tree lined section and out onto 

an open grass area which is Sidcup Place park. 

Walk straight ahead up the slope towards a line of mixed trees and once 

beyond them veer slightly right passing the childrens’ adventure playground 

area to your right. Carrying on with Sidcup Place mansion in front of you, you 

come to a large Loop Section 2 notice board (with a Sidcup Place heading) 

close to a big oak tree.

Turn left along the path with the mansion on the right, followed by the walled 

garden to the right. Just past the garden turn right at the next signpost with the 

wall on your right. Carry straight on passing the tennis courts on your right and 

continue out to Chislehurst Road.
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Turn left along Chislehurst Road crossing the entrance to Queen Mary's 

Hospital and the bus lay-by. Just past the bus stop HH, before the roundabout, 

fork left down the ramp, then right, into the underpass. 

Break point

Bus stops on Chislehurst Road can take you to Sidcup, Bexley, Bromley, 

Greenwich or Thamesmead.

From the underpass, take a left up the steps, go left again up the ramp to cross 

the road bridge. Follow the curve and go down the steps and through the next 

underpass on your left. After this underpass head up the ramp to the left. 

At the top walk right for about 20 yards to find a sign for Scadbury Park Nature 

Reserve (managed by Bromley Council) and go through the kissing gate. Carry 

on through woodland, ignoring the first path off to the right, going gently 

downhill. Go straight on at a marker post where other paths join from the right. 

At a bench follow the sign into Little Wood, go over a stream and start going 

uphill. Ignore a path off to the right and once you get close to the edge of the 

wood go through the kissing gate alongside the metal barrier taking the uneven 

partially metalled path beyond. This curves round to the right after about 200 

yards. 
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Carry on until you reach a cross roads of tracks where you turn left at the Loop 

sign. (About 30 yards before the Loop sign there is a Loop disc on a post 

directing you to the left. This essentially just cuts off the corner.)

Head slightly downhill with fields initially on your right. Turn right on the marked 

path, again gently downhill, continuing over a boardwalk - ignoring the path to 

Midfield Way on your left. Continue uphill and for a worthwhile slight detour take 

the right hand path leading to Scadbury Moated Manor and follow this round 

to rejoin the main path further along. 

Continue along the main path winding through woodland. Ignore a path to the 

left and follow the sign for St Paul's Green. About 500 yards after the moated 

manor just past a clearing and a large oak tree, continue up some steps, then 

after a boardwalk follow the sign for Perry Street car park. 
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After 20 yards take a left fork, following the Loop waymarks, then bear right and 

at a junction turn right reaching a driveway to a renovated house on the right. 

Turn left at the driveway which brings you out onto St Paul's Cray Road. This is 

a busy road so cross with care and go past the metal barrier and down the path 

on the other side. 

After around 50 yards fork left and keep following the path straight ahead 

ignoring all side paths. You are now on St Paul's Cray Common - part of 

Chislehurst Common. After reaching the Chislehurst Common notice board, 

bear slightly left, the path leads downhill until reaching the National Trust sign 

for Petts Wood.

Worthwhile detour

You can make a short detour to admire the William Willett sundial in the 

Willett Wood on the eastern side of the Loop path. To reach this, take a sharp 

left by the NT sign along a narrow, winding path. Return by the same path to 

the main route.

On the main waymarked path, continue ahead with open fields appearing on 

the right. Further along, the Loop passes close by the Edlmann memorial 

dedicated to Colonel Francis Edlmann who lived at Hawkwood and purchased 

part of the woodland to prevent property development.

Carry on along the main path through woodland. Ignore all side paths as it 

drops gently downhill. Before reaching the railway line underpass, turn right 

following the Loop sign along a narrow path. 

You soon reach a path junction, where it is suggested that you follow the 

alternative route. This avoids the narrow uneven path ahead with its protruding 

tree routes and which also can be extremely muddy at times.

To stay on the established Loop route, keep straight ahead through the trees 

and in a direction parallel to the railway line away to your left. At the next main 

fork keep left and go down some old, sunken, wooden steps. 

Alternative route to avoid an uneven, and often muddy, length of path

At the path junction turn right and go uphill to a fork in the path. Turn left and 

continue going gently up and down through the trees. At the next path junction 

also turn left going downhill to meet the lower path above the old sunken 

wooden steps. Go down the steps.

After the steps, ignore further turnings and keep straight ahead to cross a 

boardwalk and then a bridge over the Kyd Brook.
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The path is now close to the railway line, with fields to your right. When it joins a 

path coming in from the right, turn left to cross the footbridge over the railway. 

Continue along the path to reach the next bridge. Cross this footbridge as well 

and keep following the tarmac path. At the road (Little Thrift Road) go straight 

over and carry on along the path opposite. Cross a final footbridge over more 

railway lines and follow the path straight on to the gate at the entrance to 

Jubilee Country Park. This is the end of Section 2.

Next steps
To start Section 3 follow the path ahead into Jubilee Country Park. 

To follow the link to Petts Wood station, take a left along the footpath leading 

past the car park to Tent Peg Lane. Turn left into Crest View Drive which curves 

right and leads into Queensway. Petts Wood station is in West Approach a few 

hundred yards down Queensway on the left. Also buses go from Queensway to 

Bromley and Orpington.
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