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LONDON LOOP

Section 4 of 24
West Wickham Common to Hamsey Green

Section start: Gates Green Road, West Wickham Common

Nearest station to start: Hayes, Kent (rail)

Section finish: Hamsey Green

Nearest station to finish: Sanderstead (by 403 bus from Hamsey Green)

(See also the alternative suggested on page 10.)

Section distance: 8.6 miles plus 0.7 miles of station links

Total = 9.3 miles 15.0 km)

Introduction
This well wooded section has a fair amount of climbing, rewarded by some 

splendid views. Note that on our maps, chevrons (black arrow heads) show 

where the route is steep. The chevrons point uphill. 

The route also passes through commons, gardens and nature reserves.

There are shops in Hayes, Coney Hall and Hamsey Green plus a convenience 

store at the corner of Sandpits Road. You can picnic at many places along the 

way. There is a Chinese restaurant at Addington Hills (only open midday at 

weekends) and a toilet at Hayes station for ticket holders although access is 

only available when the station is staffed.

You can shorten the walk at Upper Shirley Road and also beyond Addington 

Hills (after 4.2 miles), at the Coombe Lane Tram stop for Trams to Croydon and 

New Addington or at Addington Road after Littleheath Woods.
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Overview map of section 4
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Points of interest in the walk guidance
Meridian stone (page 4)

The route through the Coney Hall recreation ground passes a Greenwich 

meridian stone marking longitude 0 degrees - the reference point for Greenwich 

Mean Time. This is one of few markers of the meridian in Bromley.  

Cheyne Wood (page 5)

From 1901, Cheyne Wood was part of private landscaped grounds of what was 

a large Victorian house called Stramshall Lodge. In the 1920s it was bought by 

a charity called the Ancient Order of Froth Blowers for a children’s hospital. The 

hospital closed in 1989. The wood is now managed by the London Borough of 

Bromley.

Shirley Windmill (page 7)

Shirley Windmill is a tower mill, built in 1854 to replace an earlier mill that burnt 

down. The mill stopped working in about 1890, but most of the original 

machinery, including its millstones, is still in place, and has been restored. 

Viewing platform (page 7)

The viewing platform on Addington Hills provides excellent views over London. 

On a clear day you can see Windsor Castle, 26 miles away, as well as the arch 

of Wembley stadium, the O2, Canary Wharf and the BT (Telecom) tower.

Bramley Bank Nature Reserve (page 8)

The reserve features oak woodland, with areas of acid grassland communities, 

which supports a range of bird, butterfly and flower species. There is a large 

woodland pond which is of special wildlife value. 

Vanguard Way (page 9)

The Vanguard Way was developed by the Vanguards Rambling Club. They got 

their name from a rambling excursion in 1965 when they had to sit in the 

guard's van of the train on their return journey. The route goes from East 

Croydon to Newhaven on the south coast and was established in 1981.

Baker Boy Lane (page 9)

In the three centuries since his death, there have been many reports of the 

ghost of the baker’s delivery boy who was murdered in the eighteenth century 

by a woodsman in the lane running beside Selsdon Wood.

Mossy Hill Shaw (page 10)

The sunny glades in Mossy Hill Shaw attract all sorts of butterflies including the 

speckled wood and the common blue.
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Walking directions
To reach the start of this section from Hayes station, turn right to the junction 

with Bourne Way.

Cross the road to go left passing the New Inn on the left and onto Station Hill 

veering to the right to go uphill at the junction with Ridgeway. Continue until 

reaching Warren Road at the top of the hill. Turn right and continue ahead past 

a barrier onto a footpath, later named Warren Wood Close. Pass Holland Way 

on the right with Hayes Common on your left. At the entrance to 'The Warren' 

playing fields continue ahead on an enclosed path (Pole Cat Alley). 

At the end of the path, turn right onto the pavement to walk down the Croydon 

Road. Cross the end of Coney Hill Road and then go left across the Croydon 

Road at the island to reach Gates Green Road. This is the start of the section 

with West Wickham Common to your left. 

Walk for 50 yards along Gates Green Road before turning right at a Loop 

signpost along the footpath between house gardens then passing a car park on 

the right. At the end of the path, cross straight over Kingsway and keep going 

along Church Drive. At the end, continue straight on through Coney Hall 

recreation ground on a tarmac path passing a meridian stone. 
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At the other side of the recreation ground, cross Layhams Road. Follow the 

signpost to the church of St John the Baptist which is at the end of the road. 

Walk into the churchyard, turn right in front of the church and follow the path 

down some steps through a kissing gate, with waymark, out into the field. 

Continue to follow the path down across the field aiming for the kissing gate in 

the corner by the busy roundabout.

Cross the road with care and enter Sparrows Den playing fields via the 

entrance gate near the corner of Addington Road. Turn left and follow the fence 

along a line of trees for about 250 yards. Then go right across the fields 

heading for the corner of the woods with a wooden bench next to a large oak 

tree. Rugby pitches (plus posts) are generally marked out on the fields and if no 

game is in progress you can walk across diagonally to reach this corner.

Do not go into the woods by the City of London notice board but take a small 

footpath to the right directly behind the oak tree keeping close to the boundary 

of the woods before meeting the fences at the back of the houses. The path is 

narrow, going uphill and can be muddy at times. 

Near the top of the hill pass a Loop waymark and follow the path round to the 

left. Continue along the widening path through Spring Park Woods passing a 

series of waymarks. On entering the part known as Cheyne Wood there is an 

information board with the story of the Ancient Order of Froth Blowers. 

Continue straight on, ignoring the paths to the left and right, into 

Threehalfpenny Wood. You cross from the London Borough of Bromley into 

Croydon along this section.

On reaching the junction at a bridleway turn left out into the open area of 

Shirley Heath. Follow the left hand edge of the open space on a well worn track 

and pass through a gap in the line of trees ahead. Head diagonally to the right 

across another open grassy area aiming for what is a rather obscured opening 

in the belt of trees. 

Go into the wood and when joining the bridleway, after 10 yards turn right now 

sharing the path briefly with the Waterlink Way as shown on the Loop signpost. 

After about 150 yards turn left off the main path at the next Loop signpost and 

then left again after another 30 yards on a broader path. Continue through 

Kennel Wood following the Loop waymarks while keeping to the woodland edge 

with houses to the right. 
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The path emerges onto Shirley Church Road opposite the entrance to 'The 

Addington Golf Club'. Turn right and follow the path alongside the road for just 

over half a mile. 

Cross to the other side of the road at the first or a later traffic island. Walk past 

two mini roundabouts and then cross the end of Pinewood Close. Continue 

along the pavement and after passing house number 101 take the footpath to 

the left, signed to Sandpits Road, opposite Shirley Recreation Ground and 

tennis courts. 

Enter the wood called Pinewoods. Keep to the right side of the woods 

following the path alongside a fence with the playing fields of Shirley High 

School to your right. The path turns right to come out at the end of Sandpits 

Road. Walk along to meet Upper Shirley Road at a T-junction with the 

(closed down) Sandrock pub on the corner.
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Break point

From Upper Shirley Road, bus route 466 goes to Addington Village or to East 

Croydon, Purley, Coulsdon and Caterham while bus 130 goes to New 

Addington or to South Norwood and Thornton Heath.

Worthwhile detour

You can make a detour to admire the Shirley Windmill by turning right down 

Upper Shirley Road and then, beyond the Surprise Inn, turning left into Postmill 

Close. The mill is occasionally open to the public. Return the same way to Oaks 

Road. 

To continue of the main route from Sandpits Road, cross Upper Shirley Road 

and enter Oaks Road. Pass the access road to houses on the left (Alwen 

Cottage and Badgers Hole). After 20 yards turn left through a swing gate with a 

Loop signpost to enter the woods (Addington Hills).             

After 5 or so yards, take the right hand path which runs parallel to the road, 

After approximately 300 yards take the left fork where the path enters a 

clearing. Continue through the clearing until a second fork where you take the 

left turn. Now going uphill, ignore the path on the right and continue ascending. 

The path emerges at the bottom of a set of steps. The steps are stony 

underfoot and climb through patches of heather on both sides. At the top you 

reach a viewing platform.

Leave the platform along the broad gravel path leading towards the car park. At 

the Loop sign in front of the Royal Garden restaurant turn right and follow this 

winding track back into woodland going gently up and down a small dip in the 

trees. Turning left and immediately left again to meet the Tram Link line at 

Coombe Lane station.

Break point

There are frequent services from the Coombe Lane tram stop into Croydon and 

Addington Village.

Cross the tracks and straight away turn left onto a path that runs parallel with 

the road (Coombe Lane) and then joins the pavement. Continue ahead until 

you can cross the road at the traffic lights. Bear right on the other side and turn 

into Ballards Way to find the main entrance to Heathfield House and its 

gardens. 

Enter the gardens and, with the lodge on your left, go down the path 

immediately beyond it with trees on either side leading to a flight of steps which 

takes you down to a pond. 
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Walk round the pond keeping it on your right with Heathfield House off to your 

left. If you walk down to the House you can enjoy a fine view over the 

countryside. Returning, take the right hand path up a few steps. Where this 

forks take the right hand path which leads you up more steps to the car park. 

Cross the car park to leave it through an arch onto Riesco Drive. Turn left and 

continue down the pavement to the end of the houses on the right where you 

enter Bramley Bank Nature Reserve through a gate ahead of you. 

Keep on the main track by the left hand edge of this ridge top wood eventually 

leaving by one of the two gates into an area of open ground. 

Cross this open area towards the left hand end of a metal hand rail close to the 

road to your left (Broadcoombe Close). Turn right down the path on the other 

side of the rail. At a lamp post, just before the end of the rail, take the path on 

the left towards the information board for Littleheath Woods. 
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Entering the woods continue up along the path shortly turning sharp right at a 

fence corner dropping down into open grassland.

Follow the well trodden path across the middle of the grassland passing under 

some power lines and veering to the left of an isolated group of birch trees and 

bushes. Carry on bearing slightly left to enter the woods on the path near a 

simple half rounded log bench. A short way into the woods turn left at the Loop 

and Vanguard Way signpost.

Follow the shared, waymarked, path up and over the brow of the hill, then left at 

a T junction. Pass a water tower and aerial mast on your left. Turn right just 

before railings ahead and continue downhill with a playground on the left.  

Follow the path down the hill and continue with houses on your right and later 

appearing to your left. Leave the woods by a pylon coming out into Addington 

Road.

Break point

From Addington Road, bus 64 goes to New Addington or to East and West 

Croydon stations.

The route goes briefly left and then right down Ashen Vale on the other side of 

the main road. (There is a crossing over the main road about 100 yards to the 

left.) Keep to the left hand side of Ashen Vale on the path alongside the church 

wall and fence signed for the Loop and Vanguard Way. Pass the gate and 

driveway to the modern church on the left. Follow this footpath for about 750 

yards between houses on the estate, crossing two roads before reaching a gate 

at the entrance to Selsdon Woods.

Once through the gate and up a few steps you should see an unofficial sign 

advising you to turn right then immediately left to take the path (the Addington 

Border path) up and over the hill. Ignore paths to the left and right until you 

reach the wooden gate at the end of the wood still on the Vanguard Way as well 

as the Loop. 

With houses on your left and green fields ahead turn right up a bridleway 

(Baker Boy Lane) into Puplet Wood, another ancient woodland. After getting 

on for 1 mile and passing some open farmland on your right, the path 

eventually emerges from the woods and arrives at the entrance to Farleigh 

Court Golf Club. 

Cross straight over the entrance to the golf club and where the Vanguard Way 

turns left, carry on straight ahead. Follow the often muddy and narrow path 

beside the road until it emerges opposite Elm Farm. 
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Continue on along the verge for a short distance. Turn right at the Loop post 

and carefully cross Old Farleigh Road. Continue along the path marked by a 

fingerpost between Elm Farm and Allesley Farm. The path then goes to the 

right of a farm entrance gate and along a track which then runs steeply downhill 

through Mossyhill Shaw. 

Climbing back up through the trees with the green valley to your right you 

emerge into the open at the top of the slope. (The stile to the left is broken and 

now obscured with foliage). Carry straight on along the field edge following the 

line of trees to reach a new kissing gate in the corner at the far side. This has 

been erected in memory of a former chair of Croydon ramblers.

Turn left along the track which becomes Kingswood Lane passing a riding 

centre and stables on the left and a footpath leading into Kings Wood on the 

right. Keep going straight on and walk along the pavement through the 

residential area for about half a mile until you come out into Limpsfield Road. At 

the junction, to the right, are the remains of the ancient Hamsey Green Pond 

with its information board. Section 4 ends here.
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Next steps
Turn right at the T-junction to 

cross the main road at the island. 

Then from the bus stop just to 

your right you can take bus 403 to 

Sanderstead station and on into 

Croydon (Fairfield Halls and West 

Croydon bus station).

For Section 5 cross Limpsfield 

Road and carry on straight ahead 

along Tithepit Shaw Lane. 

Alternative station links on foot 

This is an attractive 1.5 mile route 

from Hamsey Green to Upper 

Warlingham and Whyteleafe 

railway stations.

From Hamsey Green cross the 

main Limpsfield Road and follow 

section five of the London Loop 

for a third of a mile. Take a ninety 

degree left turn onto the Tandridge Border Path. 

Follow this path keeping to the left hand edge of the open area. When the 

woods on your left end, head across the middle of another open area aiming for 

the woods ahead to reach the metal fence around Riddlesdown Quarry. Go 

down the narrow path to the left of the quarry with the fence on your right. This 

descends steeply and can be somewhat overgrown but is well used. 

After 170 yards besides the fence, bear left, to continue along the Tandridge 

Border Path which descends for half a mile through pleasantly dense woodland. 

Emerging from the woods bear left (not sharp left) to cross the Whyteleafe 

Recreation Ground towards the toilet block and car park. Walk through the car 

park and turn right into Hillbury Road. Go under the railway bridge. For Upper 

Warlingham station take the first left under the bridge. This is Station Approach 

and you soon reach the station. 

For Whyteleafe station, continue along Hillbury Road under the bridge, and 

cross at the roundabout into Whyteleafe Hill. The station is to the right of the 

level crossing in front of you.
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