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LONDON LOOP

Section 5 of 24
Hamsey Green to Coulsdon South

Section start: Hamsey Green

Nearest station to start: Sanderstead (rail then 403 bus to Hamsey Green)

(See also the alternative suggested on page 5.)

Section finish: Coulsdon South station

Nearest station to finish: Coulsdon South (rail)

Section distance: 6.4 miles with no station links

Total = 6.4 miles (10.2 km)

Introduction
This very attractive section features, in quick succession, four commons: 

Riddlesdown, Kenley, Coulsdon and Farthing Downs. These now form part of 

the South London Downs National Nature Reserve which covers a large part of 

the route of this section. Other features are Happy Valley, Devilsden Wood, the 

Kenley Observatory and the nearby Kenley Aerodrome.

Most of the section is on level ground but there are three climbs (two of them 

very steep with steps). On our maps, chevrons (black arrow heads) show where 

the route is steep. The chevrons point uphill. The terrain is mainly rough tracks, 

footpaths and grassy fields. 

There are shops and cafés at Hamsey Green and a pub on Coulsdon Common 

(The Fox) and one just off route near Kenley Common and Aerodrome 

(Wattendon Arms). Also occasional kiosks at Farthing Downs and at the War 

Memorial recreation ground near the end of the walk plus one at Coulsdon 

South station. There are public toilets and car parking at Farthing Downs.

It is possible to break the walk and get buses back into Croydon at Godstone 

Road and Coulsdon Road.
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Overview map of section 5
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Points of interest in the walk guidance
Riddlesdown (page 5)

Riddlesdown is an area of chalk grassland, ancient woodland and forested 

paths offering space for walking, seeing wildflowers, birds and butterflies 

including the rare chalkhill blue butterfly.

Riddlesdown quarry and viaduct (page 6)

The Quarry at the foot of Riddlesdown is about 200 years old and was working 

until 1967. It is now a Jewsons builders merchants depot. The impressive 

railway viaduct over the quarry dates from 1884 when the line to East Grinstead 

and Oxted opened.

Kenley Common (page 6)

Kenley is one of the commons which came into the City of London's care as a 

result of legislation in 1874 following concern at the rapid loss of open spaces in 

Greater London. It is an area of wildflower meadows and ancient woodland.

Kenley Airfield (page 6)

Kenley Airfield is still used by the Ministry of Defence. The Royal Flying Corps 

was stationed here during the First World War, and it was an RAF base in the 

Second World War. There is an RAF monument at the airfield together with 

information boards and remains of the blast bays that once protected the 

Spitfires and Hurricanes.

Wattenden Arms (page 7)

The Wattenden Arms pub is full of World War II memorabilia from the Kenley 

airfield. In the small parking area opposite the pub there is a Loop sign which 

follows a path back into the wood. This only takes you back to a section which 

you have already walked. If you visit the pub, rejoin the path by retracing your 

steps along Old Lodge Lane.

Happy Valley (page 7)

Happy Valley, an area of chalk and natural grasslands and wooded slopes, is 

also home to one of Britain's rarest plants - the greater yellow rattle, so called 

because when the plant is ready to seed it dries out and rattles.

Farthing Downs (page 8)

Farthing Downs is a SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) and also 

registered as a scheduled ancient monument because of its ancient landscape 

with human occupation dating back to the neolithic period up to 12000 years 

ago.
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Walking directions
Bus 403 leaves from West Croydon station and passes a stop not far from East 

Croydon Station by the Fairfield Halls. There is also a stop for Sanderstead 

station. Get off at the Hamsey Green stop. 

From the finish of Section 4 at the end of Kingswood Lane, cross over 

Limpsfield Road and follow along the pavement of Tithepit Shaw Lane for about 

400 yards. Where the road bends left go past the steel barrier ahead by a 

signpost with Loop waymark. Take the path straight on leading into the 

Sanderstead to Whyteleafe Countryside area. 

Alternative start

Note that an alternative start for this section from either Upper Warlingham or 

Whyteleafe stations is described in detail on page 5.

Follow the line of trees and where they end continue past the path on the left 

which is the Tandridge Border path. This is the point where the alternative start 

joins the main route. Carry straight on along the main path bearing to the right 

and reaching another line of trees. Continue through these with the open downs 

to your left.
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Alternative start from stations on foot

An attractive 1.5 mile option makes it possible to join section 5 near its start in 

Hamsey Green from either Upper Warlingham or Whyteleafe stations.

From Upper Warlingham station, leave the booking office and turn right into 

Station Approach, continue to the mini-roundabout, and turn right under the 

bridge into Hillbury Road. Shortly, the Whyteleafe Recreation Ground's car park 

is to your left.

From Whyteleafe station, go to the level crossing and turn left along Whyteleafe 

Hill to the roundabout. Go straight-across into Hillbury Road, pass under the 

railway bridge, and continue to the Whyteleafe Recreation Ground's car park to 

your left.

Proceed through the car park and past the toilet block. Continue across the 

recreation ground making for the far left of the woods ahead. Arriving at the 

corner of the woods, with the railway to your left, you join the Tandridge Border 

Path. Going forwards, enter the woodland and walk uphill for half a mile until 

turning right when you meet the metal fence around Riddlesdown Quarry. The 

path can be somewhat overgrown here but it is well-used. Emerging from the 

woods walk ahead along the Tandridge Border Path which eventually curves to 

the left to a T- junction with the London Loop. Turn sharp left to continue along 

section five as shown on the map on page 4.

Along the stretch where the path crosses the Sanderstead to Whyteleafe 

Countryside area, you pass a concrete trig point (triangulation pillar) on the left. 

About 200 yards later, at the Loop signpost, turn sharp left into the valley, 

keeping close to the line of bushes and trees on your right. This is now 

Riddlesdown and you drop steeply into the valley.

The path goes down alongside a small gated enclosure. Shortly pass through a 

gate and turn left onto a sloping, grassy path.

The sloping, grassy path merges into a broader path below, to join what was an 

old Roman road. Go on through another gate and cross over the railway bridge 

and down onto Godstone Road. 

Break point

A bus from the stop on the opposite side of the Godstone Road can take you 

back into Purley or Croydon.

Turn left and cross over the road at the crossing. Turn back on yourself and 

take the left turn into Old Barn Lane. 
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Go straight along the lane and walk over the railway footbridge into New Barn 

Lane. Cross over Valley Road and continue up to the stone steps at the end of 

the houses where there is a welcome bench. Here you can stop and look back 

towards Riddlesdown, the quarry and the viaduct. 

Continue climbing up first the stone and then the wooden steps which take you 

into a wooded section of Kenley Common.

Keep going up the hill along the woodland edge. Walk straight ahead at the 

cross track until the path forks. Take the left fork, as waymarked, and keep 

going until you come out to an open grassy area of the common. 

Cross the grass on a diagonal to reach the line of trees on your right. Near the 

end the Loop path enters the wood for a short distance before emerging close 

to a City of London notice board. Here turn right and continue along the 

unmade track which is Golf Road. (The path to your left before going out into 

Golf Road leads to the Kenley Airfield.)
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Follow Golf Road to its end at a T-junction. Turn right into Hayes Lane. After 

about 100 yards, at a Loop signpost, take the footpath on the left through the 

wood, which can be muddy. 

Follow the waymarks on the path that comes out into Betts Mead open space. 

Go forwards looking out for a gap in the trees to the left. Go through this and 

out into a (possibly muddy) field to follow the path slightly downhill to a stile with 

Loop finger post at the bottom. Cross to Old Lodge Lane. (The Wattenden 

Arms pub is a short distance to the left along Old Lodge Lane.)

Walk directly over the Lane and go over the signposted stile into the field 

alongside the track. Walk uphill across the often very muddy field diverting 

slightly away from the left hand hedge. A Loop post is hidden behind a large 

bush but the dome of the small Kenley Observatory is by then visible and you 

continue in its direction. 

Cross the stile by the observatory and continue ahead along the track. Turn 

right at the T-junction in front of Bear Cottage. Walk between the bollards and 

down the bridle way to Caterham Drive. 

Cross over and continue on up Rydons Lane (no footpath) until reaching 

Coulsdon Common. Cross over the road at the T-junction and head straight on 

to follow the path to Coulsdon Road.

Break point

From the Coulsdon Road, bus 466 can take you to East Croydon station.

Cross the road into Fox Lane with a water fountain in the field on the right and 

go past the Fox Inn on your left. This section is often crowded with people. Go 

through the yellow arch and gate beyond the pub and follow the tarmac path 

past the car park area. 

Carry on along this main path with a large open space to the left until it reaches 

the trees in front. Continue down the hill into the sloping field. 

Follow the path across the top part of the field past a couple of picnic benches 

and then through some trees to reach another bench with great views of Happy 

Valley.

Turn left and follow the ancient hedgerow on your left to go steeply down to the 

valley floor. Climb straight up the other side and turn right when you meet the 

wood at the top. Continue along its outer edge before entering the waymarked 

path into Devilsden Wood, an area of ancient woodland. 
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Come out of the woods after about 

600 yards at a green barrier. Pass 

an information board and go out 

into Farthing Downs. 

Turn left up the slope past the 

cottages to reach the road with the 

car parking area and toilets 

beyond. The Loop here has 

recently been diverted from the 

road onto the downs. 

Cross the car park and turn right to 

follow the clear path on the top of 

the downs which runs parallel to 

the road all the way to its end. You 

pass seats, information boards 

and displays plus a topograph 

showing nearby features as well 

as those on the skyline including 

the City of London and Canary 

Wharf. 

At a four-way finger post by a 

group of trees known as the Folly, 

carry straight on downhill (in the 

direction shown as Purley). 

The path comes out alongside the 

road at a gate close to the cattle 

grid at the bottom.

Leave the downs at the gate and 

cross Downs Road. Continue 

down the hill on the pavement in 

front of the houses to the left. 

On reaching the main road, follow this to the left and then take 

the left turn into Reddown Road. 

After about 100 yards, after house number 8, turn right along the path to 

Coulsdon South station where the section ends.
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Next steps
To continue onto Section 6 cross the footbridge over the tracks to arrive outside 

the main station entrance. 

There is a kiosk here, with an opening hatch in part of the station building, 

which is close to the information panel displayed for section 6.
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