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LONDON LOOP

Section 7 of 24
Banstead Downs to Ewell

Section start: Banstead Downs

Nearest station to start: Banstead (rail)

Section finish: Bourne Hall Park

Nearest station to finish: Ewell West (rail)

Section distance: 3.5 miles plus 0.6 miles of station links

Total = 4.1 miles (6.5 km)

Introduction
Although one of the shortest sections of the Loop and despite a large amount of 

road walking the route passes through areas of interest. 

The walk goes over Banstead Downs Golf course then along residential roads 

before crossing into Epsom and Ewell. It then leads through Warren Farm, a 

Woodland Trust Reserve, Nonsuch Park (with its open spaces and mansion) 

and finally enters old Ewell and the grounds of Bourne Hall Park.

It is easy walking on mainly level ground. 

There is a café and toilets at Nonsuch Mansion and at Bourne Hall Park. There 

are shops and other facilities in Ewell village.
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Points of interest in the walk guidance
Warren Farm (page 5)

Warren Farm is a 21.5 ha (53 acre) site owned by the Woodland Trust. This 

large area of open grassland and planted areas of wood is an important feature 

in a largely urban environment. It provides good habitats for flora and fauna. It 

is well used by the public with an excellent network of paths.

The ghost roads (page 6)

There are various theories as to their origins and purpose of the 'ghost roads'. 

These include: the surface for part of a mid 19th century railway line; a road for 

a 1930s housing development; an access to WW2 bunkers or shelters; and an 

emergency landing strip for aircraft.

Nonsuch Park (page 6)

Nonsuch Park was originally Henry VIII's hunting ground in which he built 

Nonsuch Palace - of which little remains. Nonsuch Mansion dates from the late 

18th and early 19th century. It is now mainly used for events and functions 

although there is the Nonsuch Pantry Café for park users. The park itself is now 

mainly open parkland with many surfaced, unsurfaced and woodland paths plus 

a number of car parking areas.

Banqueting House (page 6)

Archaeological digs have shown that the original Banqueting House resembled 

a Tudor artillery fort, standing on a raised platform and enclosed by a wall. It 

was built between 1538 to 1546 on the highest point within the southern section 

of Nonsuch Park. During hunting in the park, the Banqueting House would have 

been used as a grandstand to watch the sport and as a place for light 

refreshments. The first building was replaced in 1621 by a timber-framed, two-

storey building that was demolished in 1667.

Bourne Hall Park (page 6)

Bourne Hall Park comprises landscaped gardens and a lake as well as the 

futuristic 1970s built Bourne Hall. This is mainly used as an events and function 

centre but also incorporates a small museum and library.
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Walking directions
To join the route from Banstead station turn left into Banstead Road and head 

down the hill. After about 100 yards cross the road at the Banstead Road sign 

opposite and go down the footpath behind it. Turn right at the fork and proceed 

onto the golf course. 

Follow the path diagonally across the fairway to a waymark on a post on the far 

side. Continue into the bushes. At the first crossroads of paths go straight on 

and arrive at the London Loop finger post at the end of Section 6 where Section 

7 begins. Turn left here.

To continue from the end of 

section 6, carry on along the path, 

going straight over the next cross-

track back out onto the golf 

course. 

Walk across to the right of the 

golfers tee and re-enter the 

woods past a waymark. 

The path then opens out onto a 

fairway to the right and an open 

area to the left with houses in the 

distance in front. Walk alongside 

the fairway towards the houses. 

Look out for golfers starting from 

the tee in front of you. 

Exit the course on the path 

between hedges to the right of the 

tee by the common’s information 

board. 

The path emerges from the 

woods and out into a residential 

area. Cross ‘The Drive’ at the end 

of the path to carry straight on 

down Sandy Lane for about 750 

yards.
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Keep to the left hand pavement and, just beyond number 110 Sandy Lane, turn 

left at the Loop sign into Cuddington Way. Continue along Cuddington Way until 

the next Loop signpost where you turn right into Cheyham Way.

Go down this road to the T-junction with Northey Avenue and turn left. Now 

walk down the hill on the left hand pavement passing the Epsom and Ewell 

Borough sign. Cross over to the other side of the road and continue to the 

roundabout at the bottom by St Paul's Church. 

Cross the end of Nonsuch Walk and then Cheam Road. There is a set of steps 

in front of you. Turn right at the top of the steps and keep to the tarmac path 

which runs between Cheam Road on the right and the second Nonsuch Walk 

below on the left. Carry on uphill until you reach Bramley Road. Turn left into 

Bramley Road.

Walk down, passing Buckland Road and Holmwood Road, keeping straight 

ahead to go under the railway bridge and enter the open space called Warren 

Farm. Follow the main track straight ahead.

Break point

After about 100 yards there is a signed path to the left going across the open 

meadow which leads towards Ewell East station. If you wish to reach Ewell 

East station follow this path and exit onto Seymour Avenue. Carrying straight 

on, this becomes Nonsuch Court Avenue and leads out to Cheam Road with 

the station opposite.
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The waymarked Loop path continues straight ahead across Warren Farm into 

the trees and crosses over two parallel concrete tracks running through the 

woods. These parallel concrete tracks are known as the ghost roads.

The Loop path takes you straight on into Nonsuch Park where you take the 

second left at a T-junction down the broad Avenue - a tarmac track and path 

lined with horse chestnut trees. 

Continue along the Avenue until you pass Castlemaine Lodge on the right. The 

Avenue bears to the right here but the waymarked Loop continues straight 

ahead into the trees passing a pillar (number 2) on the left and a Loop sign on 

the right. 

Fork right after about 10 yards onto an earth track passing a Loop waymark and 

continuing past pillars 3 and 4. Turn right when you reach pillar 5 along a 

narrow track which leads past the site of the former Banqueting House. 

After passing pillar 6 the path takes you into an open area on your left. Go 

forward across this small area and turn left, as waymarked, following close to 

the bushes and trees on your right. 

Walk down the slope to the corner to reach two flights of steps leading out onto 

the busy road (the A24 Ewell Bypass). There is a crossing point at the Loop 

sign to the left to take you over the dual carriageway but no lights so you need 

to be very careful. 

At the other side, turn to the right and then left to go down the steps towards a 

waymarked path to the left. Follow this path (known as Vicarage Lane) between 

properties.

At the end of the lane keep ahead along Church Street which takes you past 

Ewell Castle School (a castellated early Victorian building) on the left and the 

church graveyard on the right.

Keep straight ahead until you reach the High Street where you turn right. Walk 

along the pavement and cross over at the light-controlled crossing. 

Continue along the High Street to the traffic lights ahead. Cross Spring Street 

and enter Bourne Hall Park through the large white archway. Follow the path 

around the lake with the park's Bourne Hall to the left. There is both a café and 

there are toilets here which are inside the Hall itself.

At the end of the lake there is a Loop finger post where this section ends.
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Next steps
Section 8 continues ahead past the fingerpost to Kingston upon Thames.

To go to Ewell West station turn left at the fingerpost. Follow the Loop link 

waymarks soon to fork right following the line of the brick wall on the right. 

Leave the park taking the exit through the door in the wall onto the pavement of 

the one way road system. Go to the left and cross into Chessington Road via 

the traffic island at the junction. Continue along the right hand pavement 

towards the station a few hundred yards ahead.
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