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LONDON LOOP

Section 14 of 24
Moor Park to Hatch End

Section start: Moor Park

Nearest station to start: Moor Park (Metropolitan line)

Section finish: Hatch End

Nearest station to finish: Hatch End (Overground)

Section distance: 3.7 miles plus 1.1 miles of station links

Total = 4.8 miles (7.7 km)

Introduction
This is a very green and quite short Loop section and on clear days there are 

some great views. The route crosses Sandy Lane Golf Course before going 

through an open area adjoining South Oxhey playing fields and then entering 

Oxhey Woods. After the woods and the area around Pinnerwood, it is open 

farmland towards Hatch End.

Walking is mainly on rough paths, tracks and grass, some of which can be 

muddy or extremely muddy at times. There are two stiles and four kissing gates 

and some short steep slopes. Note that on our maps, chevrons (black arrow 

heads) show where the route is steep. The chevrons point uphill.

There are public toilets at the start at Moor Park but these are on a platform and 

locked outside peak hours. There are two convenience stores in the parade of 

shops outside the main entrance to Moor Park station. There are pubs and 

cafés at Hatch End. 

It is possible to shorten the walk by taking a bus from Hayling Road or 

Prestwick Road in South Oxhey.
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Overview map of section 14 
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Points of interest in the walk guidance
Moor Park (page 4)

The name of the area is derived from a country house which was first built in 

1678–9 for the Duke of Monmouth, and later reconstructed in the Palladian 

style. The house and its estate were created on an area that was once Ruislip 

Moor. Hence the name Moor Park. Moor Park Golf Club now occupies the 

house and grounds.

Colne Valley (page 5)

This area has distinct sloping and undulating landforms that tumble down to the 

River Colne to the north. It has been suggested that this river was named by 

the Celts who were here before the Romans, but the name Colne may well 

have originated from Colonia, meaning a Roman Settlement.

Old Furze Field (page 5)

Furze, also known as gorse, is a very spiny and dense evergreen shrub with 

fragrant golden-yellow flowers and the name suggests its former condition. It 

flowers all year, hence the expression, ‘when gorse is out of blossom, kissing's 

out of fashion‘.

Oxhey Woods (page 6)

Oxhey Woods is a 97-hectare nature reserve. It separates South Oxhey and 

Northwood these days, but it was almost certainly once part of a great expanse 

of Ancient Woodland that lay between the river Colne and the Thames in 

prehistoric times.

Pinnerwood farm buildings (page 7)

The buildings here include Pinnerwood Cottage which was built in 1867 and the 

farmhouse which dates from the late 19th century. The land around is mainly 

devoted to horse grazing and as an equestrian centre.

Pinnerwood House (page 7)

The early 18th century Pinnerwood House was the home to the famous author 

Edward Bulwer-Lytton in the 1830s. This popular novelist was best known for 

The Last Days of Pompeii and Zanoni. He was also a politician who achieved 

cabinet office, and when he died in 1873 he was buried in Westminster Abbey. 
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Walking directions
If starting from Moor Park station, leave through the ticket barriers but don't 

take the main exit straight ahead. Instead turn immediately right to turn back 

through the subway to the exit, signposted 'Sandy Lodge’.

Leave the back of the station by the stairs. Once outside join the footpath 

through the trees on the right as directed by the  Loop sign.

Take this wide track for about 0.4 miles through the trees while keeping close to 

the railway line. Coming into open grass, keep ahead to meet the metal barrier 

by the houses. Do not go through, but turn sharp left to join the start of this 

section of the London Loop.

Follow the broad grass track leading towards the electricity pylons. The track 

goes just to the left of the first electricity pylon and then divides. Take the path 

curving left after the first pylon and follow it next to Sandy Lodge Golf Course.
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Stay on the path, guided by waymarks, veering left on reaching a broader earth 

track. Then, just after signs about private property and rights of way, turn right 

onto a sandy track. Follow the path up the short rise and continue straight on 

passing Loop waymarks and public footpath signs towards a narrow band of 

trees. Once you emerge from the trees, keep along the waymarked path 

curving gently left over another section of the course.

On the far side of the golf course the path enters another stretch of trees and 

then emerges onto a road (Sandy Lodge Lane). Cross the road here and turn 

right past a Loop signpost to follow it to the T-junction with Sandy 

Lane/Hampermill Lane. Take a moment to admire the views north across the 

Colne Valley.

The Loop continues across the road and slightly to the left, but use the traffic 

island to the right by the petrol station to get across this busy road. Retrace 

your steps now on the other side of the road. Just past the junction turn right 

through a green metal squeeze barrier up a footpath among the trees. There is 

a waymark on a low wooden post.

Follow the small track up the hill, passing a house on the left, to meet a 

crossing path a short way in. Turn right at the waymark and follow the path as it 

curves left past another waymark to reach an open space. Here the trees 

sweep leftward in a curve, but you head straight across the grass toward a 

bench and waymark post. From the bench continue over the grass toward the 

houses in the distance seen through gaps in the trees.

When passing through the second gap, as a children's playground comes into 

view on the left, bear right at a waymark to find a metal kissing gate by a barrier 

and Loop signpost. Exit the grounds through the space between houses to 

meet Ashburnham Drive. Turn right along the pavement that rises to the 

roadside. Continue to reach a T-junction at the end with Hayling Road.

Break point

You can catch bus service 8 (run by Arriva Herts) to Carpenders Park, Watford 

Junction or Northwood stations from Hayling Road. 

To continue, turn left at the Loop signpost and cross Hayling Road at the traffic 

island, then turn first right at another signpost onto Nairn Green. Continue to the 

end of this road to meet the trees. This section of trees is called Old Furze 

Field.
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Follow the footpath into the woods passing a sign for Oxhey Woods local nature 

reserve. At the T-junction of paths, turn left as waymarked and keep on the path 

along the bottom of the woods. Continue following waymarks along the track 

which curves right over a low footbridge and up the hill passing a waymark for 

the South Oxhey circular walk. This area can be very muddy in wet weather.

As the path becomes less steep it reaches a tree in the middle of a small 

clearing with paths leading off left and right. Ignore them and keep on ahead as 

waymarked. Pass more Loop waymarks and continue to ignore paths to the left 

and right. Almost at the top, where the traffic noise intrudes, turn left at a T-

junction, as waymarked, where a minor path joins from the right. Follow the 

path as it passes to the right of a house to come out to a road (Oxhey Drive).

Cross directly over the road and continue through the metal barrier, back into 

the woods. Keep straight ahead on this track following the waymarks. Carry on 

over a crossing track. Soon there is a wider crossing track to go over, before 

keeping on through the trees of Oxhey Woods.
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Stay on the main path following the waymarks. Curve right to pass a small pond 

on the right.

The path shortly passes between posts to reach a road (Prestwick Road). 

Cross the road at the traffic island, walk through a gate and head straight back 

into the trees. Go down the slope on a path that bears slightly to the left.

Break point

You can catch a bus to Carpenders Park, Watford Junction or Northwood 

stations from Prestwick Road. This is bus service 8 run by Arriva Herts. 

Walk on along the main path guided by waymarks. Curve left at an angled T-

junction until it opens out into a clearing. Keep on over a low bridge and then 

walk gently uphill.

Where the slightly broader path curves right, bear left, as waymarked, on a path 

downhill. As the path widens, follow it over a low bridge. Continue up the incline 

over a second low bridge. The path comes to a T junction where the Loop turns 

left at a waymark onto a path through the trees of Nanscot Wood. However, if 

the weather has been wet, consider taking the alternative route (see page 8) as 

the field leading down to Pinnerwood Farm can be extremely muddy. 

To continue on the main Loop route, go left to follow a broad track gently 

downhill gradually getting closer to a high metal fence seen to the right through 

the trees. This is the boundary of Pinner Hill Golf Club. Keep straight ahead 

along the path ignoring all other side paths, and keeping the fence on your 

right.

A short stretch of houses appears through the trees on the left. The woods 

abruptly stop and the path veers right through a kissing gate and opens out 

onto a field. Keep left here to follow the footpath along the top of the field, 

keeping close to the hedge on the left.

Continue on through the next field with broken field and kissing gates and then 

turn immediately right as waymarked. This takes you downhill (through what 

can be an extremely muddy field) passing an enclosed horse riding training 

paddock on your right. 

At the bottom of the field go through the gate by the Loop signpost turning right 

into the farmyard. Look out for a small waymarked narrow path on the left which 

takes you to a gate at the end of a paved driveway. On your left here are the 

Pinnerwood Farm Buildings: first the farmhouse and then the cottage.
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Close to the farm building, pass through a gate on the right by a Loop signpost. 

Go through the gate into the farm area then right on a farm track. Almost at 

once find another Loop footpath sign. Turn left to skirt around a small fenced-off 

area. Exit the farm through another gate to reach the end of a paved driveway.

Continue along the driveway as it veers slightly around to the right. Soon the 

listed early 18th century Pinnerwood House comes into view on the right. 

Continue along the drive to get another view of the house over its pond and 

then still further along is the entrance drive with the sign to confirm its name.

Alternative route to avoid the muddy field 

At times the field leading down to the buildings of the Pinnerwood stud farm can 

be very badly churned up by horses. Much of the field is sometimes impassable 

unless wearing wellington boots. To avoid the mud, follow this alternative route 

which is a pleasant walk, but does means missing a fine view over London. 

At the T-junction where the main route turns left at a waymark into Nanscot 

wood, instead turn right as shown on the map on page 6. The path soon joins a 

wider track. Continue along this track as it tends towards the edge of the wood. 

You pass a waymark for the Oxhey Wood long walk. Just before a second 

waymark for this walk you come to a fork. Go left here as the main track curves 

to the right on the other side of a large tree. You shortly reach a road (South 

View Road). 

Turn left into this sinuous road crossing a series of large driveways. Keep on 

the road past the large clubhouse of the Pinner Hill Golf Club. The road then 

turns sharp left by a signpost for a footpath to Potters Street Hill. Continue on 

the road a little further until it now curves right. Here, beside a high hedge, turn 

left into a road with houses on the left (Pinner Hill). Continue to the end of 

Pinner Hill 

Keep straight on along a path which enters a long strip of woodland across a 

golf course. The path becomes a track and is generally dry and well-defined. 

You pass a sign that shows that you are on bridleway 44. The track descends 

gently, curving right and then left to pass between no-entry signs posted to 

keep the public off the golf course.

At the end of the trees and golf course, the path becomes a well-maintained 

farm-track. Follow this to the London Loop sign-post that you can see ahead at 

a junction. Turn right at the sign to rejoin the main Loop route along the 

concrete drive.
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At a Loop signpost, follow the concrete drive leftward from the main route (or to 

the right off the alternative route) with fields on the right. In less than 100 yards, 

at the next signpost, turn left to follow a narrow footpath to the left of a metal 

gate. Go over the stile and continue left along the top field edge. At the far 

corner turn right and continue to meet a stile.

Cross the stile by signposts. Walk diagonally across the next field to another 

gate at the right hand corner. Once through the gate, follow the field edge 

beside the back gardens of houses to reach a Loop signpost where Section 14 

ends.

Next steps
To continue on to Section 15 to Elstree, keep ahead along the field edge.

To leave the Loop go over the second stile on the right. Walk through a gap in 

the houses and out into a road (Grimsdyke Road) near a pylon. Follow this road 

around leftward and continue along to reach a T-junction with the main road 

(Uxbridge Road).

Turn left here to go through Hatch End town centre, passing The Moon and 

Sixpence pub along the way. Go over Westfield Park to reach a bus stop and a 

short way along on the left, before the bridge, is the short approach to Hatch 

End station.
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