
London Loop section 15 page 1

LONDON LOOP

Section 15 of 24
Hatch End to Elstree

Section start: Hatch End

Nearest station to start: Hatch End (Overground)

Section finish: Elstree

Nearest station to finish: Elstree & Borehamwood (rail)

Section distance: 8.5 miles plus 0.8 miles of station links

Total = 9.3 miles (15.0 km)

Introduction
This longer section follows the green belt on the fringe of Greater London 

crossing the Hertfordshire border several times. It goes through picturesque 

woodland and pastures. 

The walking is generally easy over mostly level ground with a few longish 

slopes and some field edge, farmland and woodland path walking. Note that on 

our maps, chevrons (black arrow heads) show where the route is steep. The 

chevrons point uphill. The Loop reaches the highest point north of the Thames 

on Harrow Weald Common at 158m/518 feet.

There are some stiles and many kissing gates. The sections more suitable for 

the less mobile and pushchairs include Bentley Priory Open Space, and 

Aldenham Country Park. Some parts across fields and in woodland are likely to 

be muddy.

There is a café and public toilets at Aldenham Country Park and at Carpenders 

Park Garden Centre as well as pubs along the way.

You can shorten the walk by underground from Stanmore. These walk notes 

only describe the waymarked link to the station but that are other options if you 

consult a map. The route can also be shorted by bus where the route crosses 

Common Road or reaches The Common.
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Points of interest in the walk guidance
Grim’s Dyke (page 5)

Saxons named Grim's Dyke or Ditch after the devil, or Grim. Archaeologists 

believe this ditch is at least 2,000 years old. The ditch may have been 

constructed to separate two estates to prevent stock from straying, but it does 

not seem to have had a defensive purpose. When the Saxons came across 

these linear earthworks which stretch across the Chiltern Hills, they did not 

understand their origin and so associated them with the devil.

Gilbert’s lake (page 6)

The artificial lake and surrounding land were once ornamental gardens owned 

by Sir William Gilbert of Gilbert and Sullivan fame. Tragically, this is where Sir 

William died in 1911, helping a young female house guest who had got into 

difficulties while swimming. Lady Gilbert had the lake drained. Gilbert had 

always said he would like to die on a summer's day in his own garden and 

sadly he had his wish. The fully restored house, now Grim's Dyke Hotel, was 

built for Gilbert by the architect Norman Shaw in 1872 in the Tudor style. 

Secretive work was done here during World War II.

Bentley Priory (page 7)

Beyond the security fence a glimpse can be caught of Bentley Priory, the 

mansion once used as the HQ of Fighter Command in World War II. The 'Battle 

of Britain' was directed from here, delivering Hitler's first tactical defeat. The 

Priory is now home to a Battle of Britain Museum.

Brewery Ponds (page 7)

The brewery ponds were used as reservoirs for the brew pub ‘The Vine’ that 

existed nearby. It was first licenced in 1751 and brewed beer from 1762 to 

1916. The current building was built in 1845 and was a regular stop for the 

Bushey to London coach. It is currently awaiting conversion into housing.

Caesar's Pond (page 8)

Caesar's Pond is the larger of two artificial spring ponds, so called because it is 

believed that it was dug by a Roman garrison stationed here. Local legend also 

says that Boudicca, or Boadicea, and her rebel army also camped here. 

Stanmore got its name from these stony ponds or 'Stane Meres'.

Watling Street (page 10)

Of vital strategic and commercial importance to the Romans who built it, 

Watling Street once ran from Dover, through London, to Wroxeter in Shropshire, 

a distance of 250 miles.
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Walking directions
Leave Hatch End station and at the junction with Uxbridge Road go right and 

walk about 300 yards towards the shopping Parade passing the pub ‘The Moon 

and Sixpence’. Take the second right down Grimsdyke Road (Loop signpost) 

and continue passing both entrances to Hillview Road. 

At the junction of Wessex Drive (on your left), continue along Grimsdyke Road. 

As the road bends left, turn right down the footpath and follow the Loop 

signpost leading to the public footpath which goes left towards Pinnerwood 

Farm and right to Little Oxhey Lane. Negotiate the broken stile and turn right 

into the field to join the Loop.

Follow the fence along to the corner of the field on the right (Loop fingerpost). 

Cross another broken stile, with missing bottom step to enter a small wooded 

area. Go left here and then keep left at a fork following the Loop waymark. 

Continue along the path keeping the playing fields to your right and then pass 

over the end of a street (Colburn Avenue). 
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The path now follows a narrow track between the back fences of the houses 

and the open farmland on your left which is shielded by a hedge which can be 

overgrown with brambles. Continue along this narrow path until it turns sharp 

right at a Loop signpost. Follow beside the last house and then turn left as 

waymarked at the end of Sylvia Avenue. The path leads through Sylvia Avenue 

open space towards a stile in the fence at the edge of the wooded area.

(If brambles and nettles have made the official path impenetrable, it is possible 

to walk along the right hand side of the large field following the hedge line 

towards the far end of the field. Cut through a gap in the hedge where there is a 

large section of fallen tree, to resume the official route that goes left to the 

waymarked stile in the fence. )

Cross the stile and stride out across the field towards the electricity pylon on the 

other side in the right hand corner. Pick up the track to the right of the pylon and 

head through the kissing gate as indicate by the faded Loop signpost. At this 

point you enter Hertfordshire.

Proceed along an enclosed path beside the railway line fence, soon with 

playing fields visible on your right, to reach Little Oxhey Lane. Cross the lane by 

a Loop sign and turn right continuing on the pedestrian path over the railway 

bridge. The Loop now follows the left hand side of the road for over half a mile 

passing St George's Drive, Harrow Way and Romilly Drive. Keep on the 

pavement until passing Carpenders Park Garden Centre before reaching the 

busy junction with Oxhey Lane.

Cross Oxhey Lane via the island at the lights, and go through the waymarked 

gap where there was once a kissing gate. The path climbs a grassy track 

beside a fence going across scrubland to reach another kissing gate in the 

hedge (with waymarker) which borders Grim's Dyke Golf Course. A notice 

states: ‘Please follow the line of white posts as far as the white cottage then 

continue along the track’.

Once on the course, skirt left around one of the greens and continue up the hill 

following the white topped posts with trees to the left. Coming towards the top 

where the hedge pokes out rightwards, follow it round to a gap on the left with a 

faded Loop waymark. Keeping the green keepers’ barns to the right, continue 

on a track named Ass House Lane. Before the end of the lane, just past an 

electricity substation, turn sharp left onto a path that is just inside the edge of 

the wood as waymarked. On the right opposite this path is a low stone plinth 

that has a plaque recording Grim’s Dyke. 
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Go along the narrow path on the left that is just inside the edge of the wood, 

with fields to the left and the dyke to your right. On reaching a small pond (near 

where there is a tree in middle of track) turn right along a path over the dyke (no 

waymark). Follow the path to the access drive that leads to the Telecom station 

on the left. Cross the access road to take a path into the wood, continuing past 

groves of rhododendron to the Gilbert’s Lake. 

Keep the lake to the left, and at the end of the lake where the path splits go 

right, up the bank alongside a short wooden fence as waymarked. Fork left 

along the ridge, crossing a small wooden bridge, and into the woods of Harrow 

Weald Common where much of the path has been overlaid with large pebbles.

At the waymark, follow the path as it curves right, to walk down the slope and 

head for the gap in the hedge onto Old Redding road. Cross the road and turn 

left. There is a car park here that enjoys some wonderful panoramic views 

across London. The car park currently is being locked at 4 pm and there are 

parking restrictions along the road. 

As you walk along the road you soon come to a pub curiously named 'The 

Case is Altered'. Past the pub at the traffic island, cross Old Redding at a Loop 

signpost and go through the gap next to a gate onto Harrow Weald Common.

Keep straight ahead. The raised path leads through woodland to a junction of 

paths. Go left and then bear right on reaching a drive by a post numbered 9. 
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Pass quaint cottages built for the servants of Grim’s Dyke House and curve 

right with the drive. The drive becomes a path leading along the edge of the 

wood crossing and then continuing into it. 

Follow the path over boardwalks and bridges passing posts numbered 10, 11 

and 12. At a junction of paths look for a waymarker and go right. Go straight on 

at another waymarker, crossing over undulating ground and up a bank and 

steps to Common Road. 

Break point

Bus 258 to Harrow & Wealdstone or Harrow-on-the-Hill stations stops just to 

the right on this road.

Cross Common Road with care and go through a waymarked, wooden gate 

opposite. Proceed along the concrete path.

Go through the waymarked kissing gate and on to Bentley Priory Open Space 

with a number of well placed benches. The concrete path bears left then runs 

parallel with security fencing. Pass through a waymarked kissing gate, walking 

down and up past an open grassy space and a post numbered 9. At the 

information board, near two signposts, go left through the kissing gate and 

straight ahead to reach Priory Drive through another gate. Turn right onto Priory 

Drive and follow it around to the left. Go through a gate to reach the busy road 

called The Common. Cross it and enter Warren Lane opposite.

Break point

At the bus stops at The Common, bus 142 runs to Stanmore Tube station on 

the Jubilee line.

Shortly turn left off the lane under a yellow arch into a car park. Head for the 

Loop fingerpost in the right corner. Take the right-hand of the two paths which 

crosses a tarmac path and eventually meets Warren Lane again. Cross over, as 

waymarked, and take the path to the left of the gate. Follow this path between 

the wood and cricket ground.

Continue on the path as it veers away from the cricket ground to go between 

two ponds. Immediately walk right following the larger of two Brewery Ponds. 

About 100 yards before the end of this pond, on the wide grassy bank (with 

waste bin), bear left through a line of trees towards the houses, until you meet a 

metalled track. Go left along it.

Follow the path right through a gap to the end of a street, then bear left at the 

Loop signpost onto the picturesque Little Common. 
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Before reaching the pond on Little Common, the main route bears left to 

another larger pond called Caesar's Pond. Walk along the path beside the 

pond to the right. Arriving at a road (Wood Lane) go left, as signed, and then left 

again into Warren Lane. 

Break point

This 0.9 mile link route descends 70 metres to Stanmore station and is steep in 

places. Instead of turning left on Little Common to Caesar’s pond, keep on to 

the pond ahead with a bench seat to follow the narrow path (with waymark) that 

runs to the right of the pond. This runs down to the gravel path leading to Wood 

Lane. You pass a large house on the right. Cross Wood Lane, turn left along the 

road and soon bear right down Dennis Lane for about 300 yards. Just before 

the width restriction, turn left through a kissing gate into Stanmore Country Park 

(as waymarked).  Follow the wide track to cross an open grassy area with a 

Loop waymark on a post. 

Bear right downhill through a wood, cross a stream on wooden plank bridge at 

the bottom. Next bear left at a waymark uphill to fork right and right again at 

another waymark. Descend downhill to a gate at the top of Kerry Avenue. Walk 

ahead along either side of the road and then along the path through the gap in 

the hedge to a pedestrian crossing over the A410 London Road with Stanmore 

Station opposite (Jubilee line and toilets).
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On the main route, Warren Lane curves left at a junction of small lanes. Here 

take the first right, an unnamed Private Road – Public Byway No. 6 (with Loop 

sticker on the signpost). Go past the few houses to reach a set of metal gates. 

Go left and then immediately right, passing a Loop sign, through a gate onto a 

small path that follows closely along the hospital fence. This path is sometimes 

uncomfortably overgrown. Go over the stile at the end of the narrow path. Cross 

the stream on the left, as signed, to walk down a gravel track with fields on 

either side. 

At the bottom, just after the track turns right, after a few yards go left by a metal 

gate as signed. Walk up a path through a metal kissing gate. Walk on across 

the field, gradually getting closer to the M1 motorway. Continue to follow the 

faint grassy path and head towards the motorway sign that reads ‘No hard 

shoulder for 240 yards’. You are aiming for the far corner of the field, nearest 

the motorway on your right.

Go through, or past, the metal gate and onto the concrete path past the gas 

pumping station to meet a road (Elstree Road). Turn right to pass under the M1 

flyover and reach a large roundabout.

Cross North Western Avenue (Watford by-pass) with care on the right-hand 

side of the roundabout and proceed ahead along Elstree Road again. The road 

curves right and then left as it reaches the lake.
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Taking great care, cross the road (which has now become Watford Road) just 

past the Bhageecha restaurant on the right, where the road bends right again. 

Go through a kissing gate by a Loop signpost to enter Aldenham Country Park. 

Keep the impressive reservoir to the left and follow the path passing Aldenham 

Sailing Club to reach a junction of paths. Here, if you wish, you can stray to 

your left a bit from the Loop to the dam that ensures the reservoir remains full.

Continuing onwards, go right at a signpost by a wooden fence, then through a 

kissing gate, to reach a road (Aldenham Road). Cross the road and go through 

the gap opposite into the fields. 

Proceed on the right of the post fence through a metal kissing gate and then 

straight ahead, over the open field aiming towards the right-hand end of a long 

band of trees. Pass a waymark then walk through bushes to reach another 

kissing gate. (The ‘No Public Access’ sign refers to the field and not to the 

public footpath that the Loop route follows.)

Keep ahead, closing in on a line of trees to the left, to reach a wooden kissing 

gate onto a road (Elstree Hill North) by the road sign for Elstree. Watling Street 

is to the left.

Cross Elstree Hill North with care and go left, then turn right into Allum Lane. 

Just after the bus stop on the left, cross Allum Lane to pass through a gate by a 

Loop sign. Follow the path ahead. Keep going straight and then bear right uphill 

at the waymarker, across the open field towards a line of poplar trees at the top.

Cross through a gate in the hedge onto the golf course by a footpath sign. Head 

towards the waymarker to the left of the small mound and bear right, then turn 

right onto the gravel path. Follow the path across the golf course. The 

waymarker on a post here may be obscured by bushes.

Bear left at a footpath and Loop sign, where the gravel path makes a double 

bend, to pick up a smaller path leading through bushes.

Approaching an open space ahead, turn right at a crossing of paths where 

there are several trail waymarks including a Loop waymark. Follow the wider 

gravel path through the wood to reach Allum Lane again. 

Go left, cross over the road at the traffic island and continue along Allum Lane. 

Pass the end of Lodge Avenue to reach Deacon's Hill Road where this section 

ends. 
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Next steps
Section 16 starts right up Deacon’s Hill.

To reach Elstree & Borehamwood station, continue along Allum Lane and over 

the railway bridge to the pedestrian traffic lights, and then go down the steps to 

the station on the right.
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